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I can attest that what he has said is true. The certificate attests the authenticity of the painting. Those who have reached the big five-oh can attest to it. — Rick Hurd, The Mercury News, 21 Dec. 2024 The Uyghurs in the gulag, among others, could attest to this. — Jay Nordlinger, National Review, 27 Aug. 2020 And his list of customers, all by word-of-
mouth, can attest to it. — Susan Selasky, Detroit Free Press, 4 May 2022 Holes blown in walls and craters in the churchyards attest to direct hits. — New York Times, 6 June 2022 The effects, as a lot of people can attest to, can be life-long. — Sahana Mukherjee, Forbes, 15 Aug. 2022 But the mangroves face a new risk, as stumps scattered among the
trees attest. — The Christian Science Monitor, 12 Nov. 2021 In fact, Kim is far from lazy at work, as her résumé since the show can attest. — Dalton Ross, EW.com, 14 Sep. 2020 From media seating and on the court, many can attest to Allen’s take. — Stefan Krajisnik, The Indianapolis Star, 13 June 2021 His 12 fight-night bonus awards in 12 UFC
outings can attest to that. — Trent Reinsmith, Forbes, 23 Feb. 2025 That’s the kind of draw Austin had - and still has, as Urban Heat’s ascent can attest. — Andy O'Connor, SPIN, 24 May 2023 This year has been unlike any other in all walks of life, and the Big Ten can attest to that. — Rainer Sabin, Detroit Free Press, 21 Oct. 2020 The voting patterns
of both groups attest to each charge. — Times Staff, Los Angeles Times, 21 Nov. 2022 Reports from across the US attest to crops being harmed by heat and drought. — WIRED, 4 Aug. 2023 Emily Deger, of River Ridge, wasn't so lucky a few years ago, and can attest of the power of the sting from the hairs and spines. — Celeste Turner | Contributing
Writer, NOLA.com, 18 Sep. 2020 The road to the Olympics can lead to some heartbreaking injuries - Nick Jonas can attest. — Hannah Yasharoff, USA TODAY, 22 July 2021 But as Beard and Allen can attest, the Longhorns haven’t come close to scratching their ceiling yet. — Nick Moyle, San Antonio Express-News, 19 Dec. 2021 Best of all, the entire
set is easy to clean, a note that reviewers can attest to. — Rebecca Norris, USA TODAY, 18 Mar. 2021 As Amichai can attest, there is a lot of narratives to push back on. — Addie Morfoot, Variety, 30 July 2024 And as Battaglia's CPU testing numbers attest, the game could use it. — Sam MacHkovech, Ars Technica, 7 Dec. 2021 As colorists can attest,
purple is a mix of red and blue. — Rosemary Feitelberg, WWD, 20 Jan. 2025 Parents are meant to use it to attest that their children are healthy. — Justin Ray, Los Angeles Times, 17 Aug. 2021 That love has paid off, as anyone who watched him win his belt can attest. — Brett Williams, Men's Health, 11 Jan. 2023 Leone wasn’t quite done with the
genre, however, as this list will attest. — Keith Phipps, Vulture, 18 Jan. 2021 Rachel Geicke, founder of a frozen dessert called Snow Monkey, can attest to that. — Stephen Humphries, The Christian Science Monitor, 20 Aug. 2021 The key, as these many projects attest, is a willingness to listen. — Manuel Betancourt, Los Angeles Times, 21 June 2023
In fact, Baptiste watched the film for the first time with her mother, who can attest to the real London’s ‘70s vibe. — Kelsea Stahler, refinery29.com, 7 June 2021 Those 12 points of contact come in handy here too, plus Alpert attests there’s no pilling to speak of after many a cycle in the wash. — Julia Harrison, Architectural Digest, 6 Aug. 2025 Golf is
an incredibly difficult game, as any avid golfer can attest, so anything that gives you an edge is worthy of investment. — Ryan Waniata, Wired News, 7 Aug. 2025 The em dash (—) can function like a comma, a colon, or parenthesis. Like commas and parentheses, em dashes set off extra information, such as examples, explanatory or descriptive
phrases, or supplemental facts. Like a colon, an em dash introduces a clause that explains or expands upon something that precedes it. The Em Dash Indicates a New Direction An em dash can mark an abrupt change or break in the structure of a sentence. Mabel the Cat was delighted with the assortment of pastries the new bakery featured, but
Harry the Dog—he felt otherwise, for the bakery did not offer cheese Danishes at all. An em dash can indicate interrupted speech or a speaker’s confusion or hesitation. “Of course you have a point,” Mabel murmured. “That is—I suppose it is concerning.” The Em Dash as Comma or Parenthesis Em dashes are used in place of commas or parentheses
to emphasize or draw attention to parenthetical or amplifying material. In this particular task, em dashes occupy a kind of middle ground among the three: when commas do the job, the material is most closely related to what’s around it, and when parentheses do the job, the material is most distantly related to what’s around it; when dashes do the
job the material is somewhere in the middle. The bakery's significantly broad hours of operation—6 a.m. to 6 p.m.—certainly showed concern for customers’ manifold circumstances. Dashes set off or introduce defining phrases and lists. A regular selection of three kinds of croissants—plain, almond, and chocolate—was heartening, both Mabel and
Harry agreed. An em dash is often used in place of a colon or semicolon to link clauses, especially when the clause that follows the dash explains, summarizes, or expands upon the preceding clause in a somewhat dramatic way. Harry would never forget the Tuesday that Mabel called him from the bakery, her voice brimming with excitement—the
bakery had added cheese Danishes to its selection. An em dash or pair of dashes often sets off illustrative or amplifying material introduced by such phrases as for example, namely, and that is, when the break in continuity is greater than that shown by a comma, or when the dash would clarify the sentence structure better than a comma. The bakery
was truly phenomenal. Although they did miss the mark somewhat with the pineapple upside-down cake Mabel ordered—that is, the cake had clearly been baked right-side up. An em dash may introduce a summary statement that follows a series of words or phrases. Chocolate chip, oatmeal raisin, peanut butter, snickerdoodle, both macarons and
macaroons—the panoply of cookie varieties was impressive as well. A dash often precedes the name of an author or source at the end of a quoted passage—such as an epigraph, extract, or book or film blurb—that is not part of the main text. The attribution may appear immediately after the quotation or on the next line. “One cannot overestimate the
effect that a good bakery can have on a person’s well-being.” — Mabel the Cat, quoted in The Websterburg Reporter The Em Dash in the Company of Other Punctuation Marks If an em dash appears at a point where a comma could also appear, the comma is omitted. Within its first year, Mabel and Harry had sampled all of the bakery’s offerings—all
62 items—and had also decided that the exercise was worth repeating. When a pair of em dashes sets off material ending with an exclamation point or a question mark, the mark is placed inside the dashes. When the bakery closed for the month of August Mabel tried, despite her doleful mood—for how could she be otherwise?—to bake her own bread
but each loaf that emerged from her oven tasted vaguely of tears. Dashes are used inside parentheses, and vice versa, to indicate parenthetical material within parenthetical material. The second dash is omitted if it would immediately precede the closing parenthesis; a closing parenthesis is never omitted. The bakery’s reputation for scrumptious
goods (ambrosial, even—each item was surely fit for gods) spread far and wide. Em dash vs. en dash Remembering that the em dash is the length of a capital M, it will surprise no one that the so-called “en dash” is the approximate length of a capital N, -. The en dash is the least loved of all; it’s not easily rendered by the average keyboard user (one
has to select it as a special character, whereas the em dash can be conjured with two hyphens), so it’s mostly encountered in typeset material. (A hyphen does its job in other text.) It is most often used between numbers, dates, or other notations to signify “(up) to and including.” The bakery will be closed August 1-August 31. The bakery is open 6:00
a.m.-6:00 p.m. The exceedingly complex recipe spans pages 128-34. Mabel and Harry lived elsewhere 2007-2019. Note that one does not need words like from and between in these cases. The phrase “open 6:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.” can be read as “open between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.” or as “open from 6:00 a.m. to/until 6:00 p.m.” If you want to be
official about things, use the en dash to replace a hyphen in compound adjectives when at least one of the elements is a two-word compound. the pre-Websterburg Bakery era The thinking is that using a hyphen here, as in “the pre-Websterburg Bakery era,” risks the suggestion that pre attaches only to Websterburg. It’s unlikely, though, that a reader
would truly be confused. The en dash replaces the word to between capitalized names, and is used to indicate linkages such as boundaries, treaties, and oppositions. a Springfield-Websterburg train the pie-cake divide A two-em dash, ——, is used to indicate missing letters in a word and, less frequently, to indicate a missing word. The butter-stained
and crumb-embedded note was attributed to a Ms. M—— of Websterburg. A three-em dash, ——, indicates that a word has been left out or that an unknown word or figure is to be supplied. Years later it was revealed that the Websterburg bakers had once had a bakery in ———, a city to the south. But the water quality there was prohibitive to the
creating of decent bagels. Hyphen use While we said above that the em dash, also called the “common dash,” is the most common of the true dashes, hyphens show up more frequently in text. They have a variety of uses. Hyphens are used to link elements in compound words. a baker-owner In some words, a hyphen separates a prefix, suffix, or medial
element from the rest of the word. Websterburg’s pre-bakery days a bread-like scone jack-o'-lantern sugar cookies As we noted above, a hyphen often does the job of an en dash between numbers and dates, providing the meaning "(up) to and including." pages 128-34 the years 2007-2019 A hyphen marks an end-of-line division of a word. Mabel and
Harry don’t like to linger on their memories of Webster- burg’s pre-bakery days. A hyphen divides letters or syllables to give the effect of stuttering, sobbing, or halting speech. "M-m-mabel, the cheese Danish is divine!” Hyphens indicate a word spelled out letter by letter. Let’s not even talk about August, when the bakery is c-1-o-s-e-d. The em dash is
sometimes considered a less formal equivalent of the colon and parenthesis, but in truth it’s used in all kinds of writing, including the most formal—the choice of which mark to use is really a matter of personal preference. Spacing around an em dash varies. Most newspapers insert a space before and after the dash, and many popular magazines do
the same, but most books and journals omit spacing, closing whatever comes before and after the em dash right up next to it. This website prefers the latter, its style requiring the closely held em dash in running text. Trust your instincts (but when in doubt you can generally just use who). The choice between who and whom can sometimes be
confusing, and this has always been the case. But English is extremely flexible, and actual usage doesn’t always follow the strict rules of grammar. Our ears are our guides, and there are many constructions (like "Whom did you speak to?" vs. "Who did you speak to?" and "It depends on whom you ask" vs. "It depends on who you ask") in which whom
may be technically correct but still feels fussy or unnatural. In these cases, it is perfectly standard to use who. A Detailed Guide for Hardcore Grammar Fans Whom is both simple and complicated. It is simple in that it is simply the objective case of who, which means that it's the form of who that is in the object position in a sentence. What exactly
constitutes the object position in a sentence is where things get complicated. An object, in grammatical terms, is a noun or noun equivalent (such as a pronoun, gerund, or clause) that receives the action of a verb or that completes the meaning of a preposition—so, for example, sandwich in "They bought a sandwich"; it in "My dog ate it"; apologizing
in "an appropriate time for apologizing"; and that it was true in "I was afraid that it was true." Who is a pronoun, which means that it's used instead of a noun or noun phrase to refer to a noun/noun phrase that has already been mentioned or that does not need to be named specifically. Whom replaces who in spots where that word would receive the
action of the verb or complete the meaning of a preposition. 'Who' vs 'Whom' Examples Let's look at some of the grammatical places who tends to appear and see whether whom ought to go there instead. Who often functions as an interrogative pronoun, which means that it introduces questions that have nouns as the answer: Who told my dog about
that sandwich? Who should my dog apologize to? Both of these sentences sound natural with who, but if we want to know whether whom is the grammarian's choice in either of them, we'll have to determine if each who is in the object position. With questions, the easiest way to do this is to reimagine the question as a statement. "Who told my dog
about that sandwich?" becomes "X told my dog about that sandwich," with "X" standing for the unknown divulger of sandwich existence. "X" is the subject of the verb told, since "X" has done the telling, so who is indeed correct. Reimagining the second question as a statement, "Who should my dog apologize to?" becomes "My dog should apologize to
X." "X" is the object of the preposition to, so who should technically be whom: "Whom should my dog apologize to?" (If you don't like the terminal preposition—which is ancient and perfectly grammatical—you may prefer "To whom should my dog apologize?") We'll highlight the preferred versions: Whom should my dog apologize to? OR To whom
should my dog apologize? Relative Pronouns and Subordinate Clauses Who and whom also frequently function as relative pronouns, which means that they refer to a noun or noun phrase that was mentioned earlier: The person who told my dog about the sandwich was unhelpful. The sandwich's owner, who my dog apologized to, requires a
replacement sandwich. Again, some analysis is required to determine if who here is in the object position and should therefore technically be whom. Relative pronouns introduce subordinate clauses, a subordinate clause being a group of words that has a subject and predicate but that doesn't by itself form a complete sentence. In the sentences above,
the subordinate clauses are "who told my dog about the sandwich" and "who my dog apologized to." To determine whether whom is the preferred pronoun, we need to figure out if the noun or noun phrase that who refers to is in the object position or not. We'll replace who with the noun/noun phrase it refers to, and split the whole thing into two
sentences for clarity: The person told my dog about the sandwich. The person was unhelpful. In "The person who told my dog about the sandwich was unhelpful," who refers to "the person," which is the subject of both predicates: "told my dog about the sandwich" and "was unhelpful." Therefore, who is indeed the preferred choice. Now we'll look at
the second relative pronoun example, replacing who with the noun/noun phrase it refers to, again splitting the original into two sentences: The sandwich's owner requires a replacement sandwich. The sandwich's owner my dog apologized to. To make that second one grammatical, we have to do some rearranging, as we did with the questions: My dog
apologized to the sandwich's owner. In "The sandwich's owner, who my dog apologized to, requires a replacement sandwich," the subject of the verb apologized is "my dog"; who is actually the object of the preposition to, which means that whom is the preferred pronoun here: The sandwich's owner, whom my dog apologized to, requires a
replacement sandwich. More Tricky Examples These can be tricky so we'll analyze a few more examples. Plus, this sandwich-dog drama goes deeper. According to my cat, who was among those witness to the sandwich consumption, the sandwich appeared to have been abandoned. Is who here correct? Yes: because who, while referring to "my cat," is
the subject of the predicate "was among those witness to the sandwich consumption." My cat, who I was eager to believe, has been known to fib. How about here? In this case, who refers again to "my cat," but is the object of the verb believe: "I was eager to believe my cat." Therefore the sentence should technically in fact be: My cat, whom I was
eager to believe, has been known to fib. Sometimes the who/whom is quite buried, syntactically speaking, making analysis especially difficult. See here: I know that who is on the cat's good side always matters in such cases. Here, we have the conjunction that introducing a subordinate clause headed by the pronoun who. The first part of our analysis
is determining the subject and predicate of the entire sentence. The subject is I; the predicate is everything else. Know is the main verb, and everything else is actually the object of that verb: "I know x." Now that we know that much, we can focus on what who is doing in that very long subordinate clause: Who is on the cat's good side always matters
in such cases. Who here is a relative pronoun referring to an understood noun/noun phrase along the lines of "which person/creature." Since the sentence is still quite complex, we'll simplify again, finding the main subject and predicate. Stripped down to its most essential meaning, the sentence can be understood as "Who (aka, which creature) always
matters," which tells us that the subject is the entire bit "Who is on the cat's good side," and the predicate is "always matters in such cases." Note, though, that the subject is itself a clause with its own subject and predicate: "Who is on the cat's good side." Who is the subject of the verb is: "X is on the cat's good side." This means that our original
sentence is indeed technically correct, despite the fact that who appears in what looks like an object position, after the verb know: I know that who is on the cat's good side always matters in such cases. After all that, surely no one can claim that keeping who and whom in their prescribed places is easy to do. In fact, it's about as easy as keeping a dog
from eating an unguarded, and ostensibly abandoned, sandwich. Want More Commonly Confused Words? Who's vs. Whose Soever, Whomsoever, and Wheresoever Than I vs. Than Me I.e. means “that is,” as in “She’s a Hoosier, i.e., she’s from Indiana.” E.g. means “for example,” as in “She roots for the local teams, e.g., the Colts and the Pacers.” I.e.
stands for the Latin id est, or 'that is,' and is used to introduce a word or phrase that restates what has been said previously. What follows the i.e. is meant to clarify the earlier statement: Some swing States, such as Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin, are from the ‘Rust Belt’ — i.e., they were industrialised but have seen industrial decline and
relative urban decay since.— The Hindu (Chennai, Ind.), 2 Sept. 2024 I.e. is similarly useful for defining or explaining a term or concept whose meaning readers might not know: Take butterflied—i.e. deboned—whole fish, sprinkle it with lime and orange juices, and sumac, and then bake for about 10 minutes.— Emily Weinstein, The New York Times,
10 June 2022 If your home has “hard water” (i.e., a high mineral content), your sinks, showers, and tubs no doubt bear white or yellow buildup as a result. — Manasa Reddigari, BobVila.com, 22 Aug. 2019 While an i.e. phrase is often set off by brackets or parentheses, it can also sometimes follow a comma or em dash. I.e. itself is usually followed by a
comma. How to Use 'e.g.' E.g. means “for example.” (It stands for exempli gratia in Latin.) It is used in much the same ways as 'for example,' coming before an item or list of items. Set an immediate timeline, e.g., three weeks, to learn all this.— Waterloo Region Record (Kitchener, Canada), 12 July 2022 The original soapmaker Emanuel Bronner was
no more a doctor than the fictional Dr Pepper, but I certainly relate to the bizarro messages fine-printed on his products, e.g., “Smile, help teach the whole Human race, the Moral ABC of All-One-God Faith, Lightning-like string & we’re All One!”’— Boston Globe, May 16 2025 E.g. is similar to i.e. in the way it is punctuated: an e.g. phrase is often
placed inside brackets or parentheses, and can sometimes follow a comma or em dash. E.g. itself is also usually followed by a comma. It may help to remember that both 'that is' and 'for example' function in English in the same way as i.e. and e.g.. If you feel uncertain try substituting ‘that is’ for i.e., or ‘for example’ for e.g.; if your sentence still makes
sense you've used the right one. It's not just for pointing out errors. Last Updated: 19 May 2025 When you see (sic) written after what seems like a mistake, it means the words were used intentionally. (Sic) is used after a printed word or passage to indicate that it is intended exactly as printed or to indicate that it exactly reproduces an original. If
you're reading an article in which the author is quoting another writer or citing a title, you might see the word [sic] inserted somewhere in the text: The cartoonist cast back to another strip he had drawn in 1972 as a contribution to a compendium called Funny Aminals (sic). — David H. VanBiema, People, 27 Oct. 1986 [Sic] signals that a quote
appears as originally found, without edits. Sic usually appears in parentheses or brackets, sometimes with the letters in italics. In this context it means “intentionally so written.” On its own, sic means “so” or “thus” and can be found in phrases such as sic transit gloria mundi ("so passes away the glory of the world") and sic semper tyrannis ("thus ever
to tyrants," the motto of the state of Virginia). What is denoted by sic is that the word or phrase that precedes it occurs in the original passage being quoted or name being used and was not introduced by the writer doing the quoting. Sometimes the quoted text contains an error of grammar or spelling, but other times it might not contain an error at
all, but some kind of language or phrasing that might be unexpected. In the instance above, the comics collection is facetiously titled Funny Aminals, with the consonants of the familiar word animals transposed. The insertion of sic indicates that the title has not been altered or corrected for VanBiema’s article, nor was it an error introduced by
VanBiema. To take another example: The share price of Maple Leaf Gardens, which owns the Toronto Maple Leafs (sic) hockey team, has risen sharply because of betting that the group’s 83-year-old owner, Mr Harold Ballard, could soon die. — The Economist, 22-28 Nov. 1986 In this case, The Economist is pointing out to its readers that Maple Leafs
is the correct name for the hockey team, and not, say, Maple Leaves, as those not familiar with professional North American ice hockey might expect to see it rendered. Sic is especially useful when one is quoting from a source that has not undergone the rigors of editorial oversight. That can include, for example, a transcript of an interview, or a
personal journal or correspondence: By 1852, Isabella had three children, and she and Charles were looking for a home in Flat Rock. "Charley has found a sight (sic) for a building overlooking Mr. Bearing's (sic) mill pond and belonging to him," Isabella wrote her mom, "but whether he will sell or not is very doubtful." They'd previously been shown
Mr. Maxwell's property, "but it was too high and windy and the hill in front almost perpendicular, water being raised by buckets attached to a wire." — Rob Neufeld, The Asheville Citizen-Times (North Carolina), 2 Apr. 2018 This proved too much for Robert Barnett, the Washington superlawyer and longtime adviser to the Clintons, who fired off an e-
mail lighting into her senior staff: "STOP IT!!!! I have help [sic] my tongue for weeks. ..." — Joshua Green, Bloomberg, 20-26 Apr. 2015 In the modern age, sic is similarly useful as unedited social media accounts become a source of information for journalists. When a post or tweet contains a misspelling or unusual grammar, a writer quoting the tweet
might reproduce the post as it appeared: Amelia Gray Hamlin, the daughter of actors Lisa Rinna and Harry Hamlin, took to Instagram on Sunday to reveal that she struggled with anorexia. ... "I went through this journey not for attention, not for people to pitty [sic] me, but to help," she said. "I am on this earth to help people, and I know that." —
Chloe Melas, CNN.com, 2 Apr. 2018 Opposite the Grammys, Oprah Winfrey's fledgling channel, OWN (Oprah Winfrey Network), was running a two-hour special on the late singer, and Oprah Herself took to Twitter to beseech the Nielsen families among her millions of ... followers to tune in: "Every 1 who can please turn to OWN especially if u have a
Neilsen [sic] box." — James Wolcott, Vanity Fair, June 2012 There are a host of etiquette issues that surround sic. Since it often follows misspellings or nontraditional language use, some commentators see it as a means of needlessly making a value judgment on someone else’s language habits. In Modern English Usage, the grammarian H. W. Fowler
wrote that sic “should only be used when doubt [about the intent behind another writer’s words] is natural; but reviewers and controversialists are tempted to pretend that it is; because sic provides them with a neat and compendious form of sneer”; The New Yorker’s Louis Menand describes sic as a “damning interpolation, combining ordinary,
garden-variety contempt with pedantic condescension.” Sometimes it may be better to paraphrase the text and avoid what seems like haughty comment on another writer’s choices. Alternately, it can help to offer a gentle parenthetical correction or adjustment to what the reader would be more likely to expect (as in “not for people to pitty [read: pity]
me”). But let’s face it: sometimes, pedantic condescension is precisely what you’'re going for. So occasionally, you’ll see writers who cannot help themselves using sic to offer, like a dagger to the gut, a dose of tongue-in-cheek commentary: On page 42 we view from below our arched eyebrows the sentence ‘Night after night I'd fill up my pal with these
horrific stories of Jean-Jacque’s’ (absolutely sic). — Kevin O. Nolan, The Best of Myles, 1968 Furthermore, I have met some doctors and a good many nurses who conscientiously object to participating in second-trimester abortions ... . Forty-four states now have such conscience clauses, but the Freedom of Choice (sic) Act would wipe them all out. —
Nat Hentoff, Elle, September 1992 Additionally, it’s regarded as bad form to use sic repeatedly when the same error or weird spelling occurs in a document. If the writer being quoted misspells a word and then proceeds to keep misspelling the word the same way throughout the rest of the text, there’s no need to keep pointing out the error unless
there’s reason to believe a reader might need to be reminded. Otherwise, they may wish you'd just help (sic) your tongue about it. Semicolons (;) separate independent clauses that are related in meaning, and they separate items in a list when those items themselves are long or include commas. For example, this summary could say "Semicolons are
useful; they show that clauses are related in meaning." A semicolon separates related independent clauses that are joined without a coordinating conjunction, such as and: Mabel the Cat had made a big pot of goulash; it was simmering on the stove. Goulash was Harry the Dog's favorite; the scent drew him to the kitchen. A semicolon can also replace
a comma between two clauses that are joined by a coordinating conjunction like and in cases where the sentence might otherwise be confusing—for example, because of particularly long clauses, or the presence of other commas: As Mabel's culinary efforts continued, with bread baking in the oven and a cabbage dish just begun, she admonished
Harry to keep out of her way; but Harry's ability to remain at a decent distance from the stove was severely challenged. Semicolons are used especially when the second clause is introduced by an adverb or a short phrase, such as however, indeed, thus, in that case, as a result, on the other hand, for example, or that is: Mabel did not take kindly to the
encroachment of Harry into her personal cooking space; indeed, she at one point responded to the sudden appearance of his muzzle at her elbow with a distinct and species-appropriate hiss. Such an adverb or phrase can also appear elsewhere in the second clause: Harry was an animal driven by primal need to gain immediate access to the goulash;
his options for achieving that aim were, however, limited. A semicolon can also join two statements when the second clause is missing some essential words that are supplied by the first clause. In short sentences, a comma often replaces the semicolon: Mabel's cooking prowess, honed through years of complex feasts, was formidable; the interruption
of its application ill-advised. The scent of the baking bread was sublime, the perfume of the goulash intoxicating. A semicolon is also often used before introductory expressions such as for example, that is, and namely, in place of a colon, comma, dash, or parenthesis: On one important point Harry and Mabel agreed; that is, it would be better for all if
Harry found somewhere else to be while Mabel finished cooking. Semicolons Separate Phrases or Items in a List or Series A semicolon is used in place of a comma to separate phrases or items in a list or series when the phrases or items themselves contain commas or are especially long: Harry set out to find a dessert that would demonstrate his deep
appreciation of Mabel's meal. Ideally, it would be sweet, salty, and chocolatey; would feature the soft, creamy texture that Mabel adored; and be suitable for breakfast as well as dessert. Harry's three favorite bakeries are in Pittsburgh, PA; Phoenix, AZ; and Walla Walla, WA. When the items in a series are long or are sentences themselves, they are
usually separated by semicolons even if they lack internal commas: In the end, the meal Mabel and Harry shared was first-rate: the bread and cabbage dish complemented the goulash exquisitely; the chocolate croquembouche was divine; and the conversation was lively and amicable. Note that, unlike commas and periods, a semicolon that punctuates
the larger sentence is placed outside quotation marks and parentheses: For her birthday, Harry gave Mabel an apron that said "Number 1 Cook"; Mabel cordially accepted it but has yet to wear it. She appreciated the sentiment (which she knows Harry feels sincerely); but the apron is simply not her style. When a sentence is in the active voice, the
subject of the sentence is the one doing the action expressed by the verb. In the passive voice, the subject is the person or thing acted on or affected by the verb's action. The passive voice is typically formed with a form of the verb be—such as is, was, or has been—and the past participle of the verb, as in "The ball was thrown by Jerry." Although
sometimes criticized for being evasive, the passive voice can be useful when someone wants to emphasize an action that has taken place or when the agent of an action is unknown, as is often the case in news coverage. In English class, we are taught the difference between active and passive voice. The active voice asserts that the person or thing
represented by the grammatical subject performs the action represented by the verb. The passive voice makes the subject the person or thing acted on or affected by the action represented by the verb. Active voice: Jerry knocked over the lamp. Passive voice: The lamp was knocked over by Jerry. Both sentences describe the same action taking place
—Jerry making contact with a lamp and causing it to fall over—with the first sentence making Jerry the subject and the second making the lamp the subject. The passive voice is often distinguished by its use of a linking verb form (e.g., was, had been) followed by another verb in its past participle form (e.g., "I have been given an opportunity").
Usefulness of Passive Voice Passive voice often gets criticized as a weak and evasive form of expression. But it is useful for those instances when you want to emphasize the fact of an action having taken place rather than who performed the action. It is also helpful for instances when the doer of an action (also known as the agent) is unknown. Active
voice: The kids have cleaned the kitchen. Passive voice: The kitchen has been cleaned. Active voice: We found an old car in the woods. Passive voice: An old car was found in the woods. (There is also the mediopassive voice, which is a whole other animal that we discuss in this article.) In the News The differences between active and passive voice
come up as a subject for discussion in criticism of news coverage. When news media reports on incidents of crime, for example, they will often use headlines that feature the passive voice: “Man (Is) Attacked on Elm Street” instead of “Person Attacks Man on Elm Street.” The passive voice allows for a shorter headline, but more pertinently, it puts up
front information that is known. In many cases, especially in stories involving crime, the fact of the crime being committed, and whom it was committed against, is known before who committed it becomes clear. The reason for the passive is therefore practical: one might not know who carried out the attack, only that someone did, and that the
attacker might still be at large. Even once an attacker has been identified, news writers might avoid the active voice for fear of stating what that person is accused of as fact. (Hence, “Arrest Made in Elm Street Attack.”) The passive voice gets called out on occasion as a tool for expressing the avoidance of responsibility, like when one says “Mistakes
were made” rather than “We made some mistakes.” Sometimes, as in our Elm Street example, it is criticized for placing what appears to be a burden of responsibility on the person who receives the action (i.e., the victim) rather than the person who performs it. Passive voice is for when the state does violence. Active voice is for when a protester
does? Got it. @€ Rebecca Traister (@rtraister) May 31, 2020 Confusing Active and Passive Voice There are other instances that technically count as active voice but nonetheless use language that dissociates the performer from the action being performed. “The lamp fell over” is active voice, but it feels like a passive statement because there is no
obvious causative agent like Jerry in “Jerry knocked over the lamp.” This occurs in news writing as well. A sentence like “a rock shattered the store’s window” is phrased in active voice—the subject is rock, the verb is shatter, and the object is window—though it might be derided as elusive because it avoids the question of who was the agent who
propelled the rock that broke the glass. Want to communicate some important information in writing? If you want your reader to easily navigate the content, you might want to use some bullet points. What are bullet points? Bullet points are symbols that mark items in a list. Most of the time they look like this: * Bullet points (also called simply
“bullets”) draw the reader’s attention. They provide an easy way for you to present the most important ideas. The information following each bullet should be brief: you want a person to be able to understand the content quickly. When to Use Bullet Points Use bullet points when the information you want to provide can be presented in the form of a
list. They can be used in both formal and informal writing. What a Bulleted List Should Look Like Here are some features of a bulleted list: A bulleted list is typically preceded by some introductory words that tell the reader what they’re in for, as done in the sentence above. The bullet points should have the same basic structure, i.e., they should all be
complete sentences, or all be phrases or single words; they should not be a mix. If bullet points are in sentence form, they should begin with a capital and end with punctuation. If bullet points are in phrase form, they don’t need ending punctuation and can begin with a capital or lowercase letter. Bullet points should be about the same length; you
don’t want one to be super short, while the others are all long. You can use any symbol: dots, squares, or something else (as long as it doesn’t distract from the points you are making). The bulleted list above was all sentences; here is an example of a phrase-based bulleted list, informing you that the word bullet: first referred to the missile-fired-from-
a-firearm kind of bullet has been used in English since the late 16th century is from the Middle French words boulette, meaning “small ball,” and boulet, meaning “missile” has referred to the symbol(s) addressed in this article since the mid 20th century has appeared in the longer term bullet point since the early 1980s Note that in this second
bulleted list, each item completes the sentence begun in the introductory text. Consistency is important: use all complete sentences, or all phrases that complete part of the introduction. Shortcuts and How to Type Bullet Points How you insert bullet points depends on what word processing format or program you’re using. In Microsoft Word, Google
docs, Gmail, Outlook and other PC email and word processing programs, look for the symbol that is three horizontal lines preceded by squares or dots. In Word, this symbol is in the Paragraph section under the Home tab. There’s a Word shortcut too: Ctrl + Shift + L. In Google docs the symbol is on the main navigation page. The Google/Gmail
shortcut is Ctrl + Shift + 8. In Apple, use the Format sidebar to find the Style button; click the Bullets & Lists menu near the bottom of the sidebar. The Apple shortcut is Cmd + Shift + 8. Bullet Indents Note that the bullet points will be inserted at an indented point. If you want the bullet point to be further indented, put your cursor just before the
first letter of the first item and hit the tab key. If you want an item in your bulleted list to be indented further (maybe you want to have a sub-item or two under an item), put your cursor just before the first letter of the sub-item and hit the tab key. Choosing Bullets You can choose from a basic selection of bullet points at the basic three horizontal lines
icon by clicking on the arrow beside it. In some programs, such as Microsoft Word, you can also add other symbols to use as bullet points. Go to “Define new bullet” and select from the options there. You can also copy a bullet symbol ¢ and paste it into your document.
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