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Green	jacket	masters

It's	only	fitting	the	most	prestigious	tournament	in	golf	gives	its	winner	the	most	iconic	piece	of	apparel	in	all	of	sports.Each	year,	the	winner	of	the	Masters	is	gifted	a	green	jacket,	complete	with	brass	buttons	and	an	embroidered	Augusta	National	patch.	Coveted	more	so	than	the	huge	silver	trophy,	it	is	a	symbol	of	a	golfer's	perseverance	through
one	of	the	most	challenging	courses	in	the	world,	and	from	Bobby	Jones	to	Gary	Player	to	Tiger	Woods,	it	has	donned	the	sport's	royalty	for	nearly	90	years.If	a	golfer	has	won	the	Masters	Green	Jacket,	it	means	he	has	joined	an	exclusive	club,	as	only	54	of	them	have	been	issued	since	the	tournament	began	in	1934.	As	one	might	expect	with	such	a
unique	award,	the	jacket	has	some	strict	rules	that	come	along	with	it,	which	has	led	to	some	controversial	and	fun	stories	over	time.	Follow	The	Sporting	News	on	WhatsAppHere	is	everything	to	know	about	the	the	history	and	tradition	of	the	Masters	Green	Jacket.Why	Masters	champions	wear	green	jacketsMasters	champions	wear	green	jackets	to
honor	a	a	tradition	that	dates	back	to	1949.	Sam	Snead	won	the	tournament	that	year	and	was	given	a	green	jacket	after	his	victory.		Every	tournament	winner	since	then	has	been	given	the	Green	Jacket,	and	even	the	previous	winners	were	retroactively	given	jackets	as	well.	Augusta	National	members	had	been	already	wearing	green	jackets	at	the
Masters	tournament	in	order	to	distinguish	themselves	for	visitors,	who	could	ask	them	for	directions.	MORE:	Complete	list	of	Masters	winners	by	yearWhen	did	Augusta	National	members	start	wearing	green	jackets?Augusta	National	members	began	wearing	green	jackets	around	1930.	The	inspiration	for	the	attire	came	when	a	member	was
playing	in	another	tournament.While	competing	in	The	Open	Championship	at	Royal	Liverpool	Club,	legendary	golfer	Bobby	Jones	noticed	that	all	of	the	club’s	leaders	wore	matching	red	jackets.	Jones	won	The	Open	that	year	and	was	given	a	red	jacket	of	his	own.When	Augusta	National	opened	three	years	later,	Jones,	a	co-founder	of	the	club,
pitched	the	idea	of	jackets	for	its	members.	The	club	eventually	settled	on	verdant	green	as	the	color,	to	match	the	shade	of	the	azalea	bushes	that	lined	the	grounds.While	members	of	Augusta	National	have	been	wearing	jackets	since	the	1930s,	Sam	Snead	was	the	first	Masters	winner	to	receive	the	coveted	Green	Jacket	in	1949,	kicking	off	the
beloved	tradition.	MORE:	Why	is	the	Masters	always	at	Augusta	National?Who	makes	the	Masters	Green	Jacket?Since	1967,	the	Masters	Green	Jacket	has	been	made	by	Hamilton	Tailoring	Co.	in	Cincinnati,	Ohio.	The	jacket’s	fabric	is	a	mix	of	wool	and	polyester	produced	by	a	mill	in	nearby	Dublin,	Georgia,	and	its	custom	brass	buttons	are	made	by	a
company	in	Cheshire,	Connecticut.	The	jacket	is	the	trademark	shade	of	“Pantone	342,”	or	“Masters	green,”	and	is	embroidered	with	the	Augusta	National	logo	on	the	left	breast	pocket.	The	name	of	the	jacket's	owner	is	stitched	in	the	inside	lining.Each	green	jacket	takes	about	a	month	to	produce	and	costs	around	$250	to	produce.MORE:	Complete
record	of	Scottie	Scheffler's	results	at	the	MastersHow	many	Masters	green	jackets	exist?There	are	54	official	Masters	green	jackets	in	existence.	Since	1934,	there	have	been	85	tournaments	played,	but	only	54	winners.	Repeat	Masters	winners	are	not	given	a	new	jacket	and	don	their	original	jacket	if	they	win	the	tournament	another
time.	Champions	between	1934	and	1948	were	retroactively	given	their	green	jackets.	Jack	Nicklaus	was	the	first	golfer	to	repeat	as	Masters	champion	in	1966.	Traditionally,	the	previous	year's	winner	puts	the	jacket	on	the	new	champion,	but	in	this	case,	Nicklaus	put	the	jacket	on	himself	since	he	also	won	in	1965.	MORE:	How	do	playoffs	work	at
the	Masters?Notable	controversies	and	stories	about	Masters	Green	JacketsThe	green	jacket	and	its	owners	have	made	for	some	interesting	stories	over	the	years.South	Africa’s	Gary	Player,	who	became	the	first	international	winner	of	the	Masters	in	1961,	famously	declined	to	bring	his	jacket	back	when	requested	by	Augusta	National	co-founder
Clifford	Roberts.	The	incident	was	a	driving	force	behind	players	being	issued	a	replica	jacket	they	could	keep	at	home.When	Tiger	Woods	won	the	first	of	his	five	Masters	titles	in	1997,	he	refused	to	remove	his	green	jacket	after	the	winners'	ceremony.	“I	fell	asleep	fully	clothed	and	hugging	the	green	jacket	like	a	blanket,”	he	said.In	2021,	Hideki
Matsuyama	was	spotted	carrying	his	green	jacket	over	his	arm	in	the	Atlanta	airport,	and	he	admitted	when	he	returned	it	in	2022	that	he	never	had	it	dry	cleaned.	“I	just	was	so	worried	that	something	might	happen	to	it,”	he	said.	“I	didn’t	want	to	let	it	out	of	my	sight.”MORE:	How	much	do	Masters	caddies	get	paid?Has	a	Masters	Green	Jacket	ever
been	sold?Back	in	2013,	the	Green	Jacket	belonging	to	the	first	Masters	winner	ever,	Horton	Smith,	was	auctioned	off	for	$682,229.45.	According	to	Green	Jacket	Auctions,	it	was	the	highest	price	paid	for	a	piece	of	golf	memorabilia	at	the	time.	The	practice	of	receiving	the	Green	Jacket	was	not	put	in	place	until	1949,	but	the	previous	winners	were
retroactively	given	their	Green	Jackets	as	well.	MORE:	How	many	times	has	Tiger	Woods	won	the	Masters?Can	Masters	champions	wear	their	green	jackets	away	from	Augusta?Only	the	current	Masters	champion	can	wear	his	green	jacket	away	from	Augusta	National.	He	gets		to	keep	his	jacket	in	his	possession	for	one	year	before	returning	it
during	the	next	year’s	Masters.	Once	a	new	champion	is	crowned,	the	previous	winner	has	to	keep	his	jacket	at	the	club	and	only	gets	to	wear	it	when	he	comes	back	to	the	club	or	if	he	is	representing	the	Masters	or	Augusta	National	at	an	event	affiliated	with	the	club.MORE:	What	is	Amen	Corner	at	Augusta	National?		The	Masters	Green	Jacket	is
presented	to	The	Masters	winner	in	the	immediate	aftermath	of	their	victory.	That	jacket	is	borrowed	off	an	Augusta	member	with	roughly	the	same	build	as	the	winner,	before	the	champion	is	later	measured	for	their	own	tailored	version.But	when	did	the	Green	Jacket	tradition	begin,	and	why?The	Masters	Green	Jacket	was	first	introduced	in	1937.
The	idea	was	that	Augusta	National	members	would	wear	these	jackets	during	the	tournament	to	make	them	stand	out	to	members	of	the	public	needing	guidance	or	assistance.	You	may	like	It	was	an	idea	borrowed	from	Royal	Liverpool	in	England	when	a	visiting	Bobby	Jones	attended	a	dinner.	At	this	dinner	there	was	a	collection	of	club	captains
who	were	all	wearing	matching	jackets	to	denote	their	position.The	first	Augusta	National	jackets	soon	followed,	bought	from	the	Brooks	Uniform	Company	in	New	York.	But	they	were	not	popular	with	the	members,	who	found	the	material	too	thick	and	uncomfortable	in	warm	weather,	so	they	soon	changed	supplier.From	1937	through	to	1948	only
Augusta	National	members	wore	the	jackets,	but	in	1949	Sam	Snead	became	the	first	winner	to	be	honored	with	the	now	famous	Green	Jacket.Sam	Snead	gets	a	handshake	from	Ben	Hogan	after	winning	the	1954	MastersAfter	Snead	received	a	jacket,	Augusta	National	retroactively	awarded	them	to	each	former	winner.Subscribe	to	the	Golf	Monthly
newsletter	to	stay	up	to	date	with	all	the	latest	tour	news,	equipment	news,	reviews,	head-to-heads	and	buyer’s	guides	from	our	team	of	experienced	experts.This	included	the	likes	of	Byron	Nelson,	Jimmy	Demaret	and	Gene	Sarazen.	After	that	tradition	more	followed,	including	the	ceremony	where	the	new	champion	is	presented	with	his	jacket	in
Butler	Cabin	by	the	previous	year’s	champion.The	Masters	champion	can	keep	his	jacket	for	a	year,	and	then	he	has	to	return	it	to	Augusta	National	where	it	remains.	He	can	then	only	wear	it	when	he	is	on	site	at	the	golf	club.	There	is	one	exception…..When	Gary	Player	won	the	The	Masters	in	1961	he	became	the	first	international	winner	and	took
the	jacket	home	with	him	to	South	Africa.When	Player	then	returned	to	Augusta	National	in	1962	he	forgot	to	bring	the	jacket	back,	later	telling	Augusta	National	Director	Clifford	Roberts	“Well,	you	can	come	and	fetch	it.”	Player	reportedly	still	has	that	jacket	at	home,	but	agreed	to	never	wear	it	in	public.	The	Masters	green	jacket:	Why	is	it	worn
and	what	are	the	rules?Learn	about	the	green	jacket	Augusta	National	Golf	Club	members	and	Masters	champions	wear	and	one	champion	who	bucked	the	rules	by	taking	it	home.The	green	jacket	is	the	ultimate	symbol	of	success	in	golfA	golfer	wearing	the	single-breasted,	single-vent	garment	has	achieved	something	special:	a	victory	at	the	Masters
Tournament.Augusta	National	Golf	Club	members	began	wearing	the	jackets	in	1937.	The	idea	was	to	have	them	be	easily	identifiable	so	they	could	answer	questions	from	patrons.MASTERS	LIVE	UPDATES:	Masters	leaderboard	live	updates,	scores	today:	Scottie	Scheffler	seeks	second	green	jacketBrooks	Uniform	Co.	in	New	York	made	the	original
jackets,	which	featured	heavy	wool	material.	Those	soon	gave	way	to	a	lightweight	version	that	could	be	custom-ordered	from	the	club’s	pro	shop.Here's	what	to	know	about	the	Masters	green	jacket:Do	Masters	champions	keep	the	green	jacket?The	green	jacket	is	reserved	for	Augusta	National	members	and	golfers	who	win	the	Masters.	Jackets	are
kept	on	club	grounds,	and	taking	them	off	the	premises	is	forbidden.The	exception	is	for	the	winner,	who	can	take	it	home	and	return	it	to	the	club	the	following	year.Gary	Player	reportedly	got	into	a	heated	exchange	in	1962	with	Cliff	Roberts	after	he	mistakenly	took	his	jacket	home	to	South	Africa.“I	didn’t	know	you	were	supposed	to	leave	it	there,”
Player	said.	“Next	thing	you	know,	there	was	a	call	from	Mr.	Roberts.”According	to	Player,	here’s	how	the	exchange	went:“‘Gary,	have	you	got	the	jacket?’“I	said,	‘Yes,	I	do.’“He	said,	‘Well,	no	one	ever	takes	the	jacket	away	from	here.’“And	I	said,	‘Well,	Mr.	Roberts,	if	you	want	it,	why	don’t	you	come	and	fetch	it?’”Roberts,	who	didn’t	lose	many
arguments,	agreed	to	a	compromise.“He	kind	of	chuckled	and	said	don’t	wear	it	in	public,”	Player	said.So,	you	can't	take	it	with	you?Champions	can	for	a	year	–	and	some	jackets	from	former	members	have	come	up	for	auction	in	recent	years.	And	the	Augusta	National	has	filed	suit	to	keep	jackets	off	the	auction	block.But	the	ultimate	taking	it	with
you	story	belongs	to	the	1970	Masters	champion.	Billy	Casper	never	lost	his	appreciation	for	the	Masters	Tournament	and	Augusta	National	Golf	Club.	The	1970	champion	was	buried	in	his	green	jacket.	His	wife,	Shirley,	asked	for	and	received	permission	from	Augusta	National.How	wearing	the	Masters	green	jacket	startedAugusta	National
members	began	wearing	the	jackets	in	1937.	The	original	purpose	of	the	green	jacket,	as	envisioned	by	Cliff	Roberts,	was	to	identify	club	members	as	"reliable	sources	of	information"	to	visiting	non-members	–	and	to	let	waiters	know	who	got	the	check	at	dinner.Who	wears	a	green	jacket	at	the	Masters?A	golfer	wearing	the	three-button	style,	single-
breasted	and	center-vented	garment	has	achieved	something	special:	a	victory	at	Augusta	National	Golf	Club.	The	first	green	jacket	was	awarded	to	a	winner	when	Sam	Snead	won	the	tournament	for	the	first	time	in	1949,	to	make	him	an	honorary	member.	It	was	then	awarded	to	all	past	champions	retroactively.Who	presents	the	green	jacket	to	the
Masters	winner?Traditionally,	last	year's	winner	presents	the	jacket	to	the	new	champion	at	the	tournament's	end.	In	case	of	a	repeat	winner,	the	Masters	chairman	presents	the	jacket	to	the	winner.This	has	happened	three	times,	first	in	1966	when	Jack	Nicklaus	became	the	first	repeat	champion,	then	in	1990	when	Nick	Faldo	repeated	the	feat.	The
last	time	was	when	Tiger	Woods	repeated	as	Masters	champion	in	2002.Who	makes	the	Masters	green	jacket?For	three	decades,	Cincinnati-based	Hamilton	Tailoring	Co.	has	made	the	traditional	blazer	worn	by	Masters	Tournament	winners.	It	uses	wool	fabric	produced	at	the	Victor	Forstmann	Inc.	mill	in	the	central	Georgia	town	of	Dublin.	The
company	takes	about	a	month	to	produce	each	blazer,	which	is	fitted	with	custom	brass	buttons	inscribed	with	the	Augusta	National	logo.	The	owner's	name	is	stitched	on	a	label	inside.What	color	is	the	Masters	green	jacket?That	brilliant	rye	green	is	Pantone	342.	A	close-up	look	at	the	green	jacket	at	Augusta	National	Golf	Club.	(Andrew
Redington/Getty	Images)Written	by	Stephanie	RoyerPart	of	the	registration	form	to	compete	in	the	Masters	includes	a	field	asking	for	players’	jacket	size.It’s	not	hard	to	guess	why.	The	iconic	green	jacket	is	one	of	the	most	coveted	prizes	in	golf	and	has	become	synonymous	with	achievement,	tradition	and	honor.	It	meant	so	much	to	1970	Masters
champion	Billy	Casper	that	he	even	requested	to	be	buried	in	it.Of	course,	some	players	like	Jordan	Spieth	don’t	know	their	jacket	size.	Following	his	2015	Masters	victory,	Spieth	recalled:	“I	didn't	give	them	my	size	originally.	I	wore	the	one	off	the	green	that	day,	and	I	never	gave	it	back	to	them	to	tailor	or	anything,	…	so	it's	huge.”Follow	along	as
we	delve	into	the	origins	and	history	of	the	green	jacket	and	see	how	players	have	had	fun	with	the	fabric	on	and	off	Augusta’s	hallowed	grounds.In	1930,	while	attending	The	Open	Championship	at	Royal	Liverpool	Club,	Augusta	National	Golf	Club	co-founder	and	legendary	amateur	golfer	Bobby	Jones	noticed	that	all	of	the	club’s	captains	were
clothed	in	matching	red	jackets.	Jones	would	go	on	to	win	The	Open	and	was	privately	gifted	a	red	jacket	of	his	own.	When	Augusta	opened	three	years	later,	Jones	pitched	the	idea	of	jackets.	The	colors	red,	yellow	and	“Georgia	peach”	were	floated,	but	the	club	eventually	settled	on	the	verdant	green	that	pillowed	the	azalea	bushes.By	1937,	every
Augusta	member	attending	the	Masters	donned	wool	“green	jackets”	in	order	to	stand	out	to	visitors,	who	could	ask	members	for	directions.With	his	win	in	1949,	Sam	Snead	became	the	first	Masters	champion	to	be	awarded	a	green	jacket	and	all	past	champions	were	retroactively	given	one.The	1949	Masters	champion	Sam	Snead	wearing	his	green
jacket	at	Augusta	National	Golf	Club.	(Augusta	National/Getty	Images)The	green	jacket’s	fabric	is	a	school	uniform	mix	of	wool	and	polyester	produced	locally	in	Georgia,	while	the	jackets	themselves	are	made	in	Cincinnati.	The	blazer	is	the	trademarked	shade	“Pantone	342,”	or	“Masters	green,”	and	is	single-breasted	and	single-vented	with	logo-
stamped	custom	brass	buttons	made	in	Connecticut.	The	left	breast	pocket	has	an	embroidered	patch	with	the	Augusta	National	logo,	and	the	owner’s	name	is	stitched	in	the	inside	lining.	Each	jacket	takes	about	a	month	to	produce	and	costs	around	$250.A	close-up	look	at	the	green	jacket's	detailing.	(Getty	Images)The	club	has	jackets	of	various
sizes	on	standby	for	winners,	and	the	ceremonial	jacket	originally	presented	to	winners	eventually	gets	swapped	out	for	a	custom	one	of	their	size.	Champions	also	have	the	option	to	get	their	jacket	tailored	–	though	some	like	Spieth	(“I	never	trusted	anybody,	never	wanted	anyone	to	go	do	it”)	have	declined.Repeat	winners	are	awarded	the	same
original	green	jacket.	Just	ask	José	María	Olazábal,	who	knew	his	1999	green	jacket	was	the	same	as	his	jacket	from	his	1994	win	“because	the	name	is	still	misspelled	inside”	(spelled	"Olazabel”).Of	course,	the	exception	is	six-time	Masters	winner	Jack	Nicklaus,	who	didn’t	officially	own	his	own	green	jacket	until	1998	–	35	years	after	winning	his
first.	As	a	heavier-set	23-year-old	in	1963,	Arnold	Palmer	presented	him	with	a	size	46	jacket.“It	hung	on	me	like	an	old	blanket,”	Nicklaus	recalled.Winning	again	just	a	year	later	–	and	with	still	no	replacement	jacket	ordered	–	Nicklaus	used	a	loaner	jacket	for	his	next	three	wins.	Wanting	to	keep	it	going,	he	eventually	ordered	a	replica	green	jacket
–	of	completely	wrong	cut	and	color	–	that	was	presented	to	him	in	1975.	Somehow,	nobody	noticed.Finally,	the	jig	was	up	in	1997,	when	Nicklaus	approached	Chairman	Jack	Stephens,	who	offered	up	a	new,	official	green	jacket.Entering	Sunday	at	Augusta	National,	surely	every	player	in	contention	dresses	himself	with	the	possibility	of	a	green
jacket	in	the	back	of	his	mind?But	in	the	case	of	Bernhard	Langer	at	the	1985	Masters,	perhaps	not.	He	became	the	first	Masters	champion	to	pair	a	bright	red	shirt	and	pants	with	the	green	jacket,	and	he	lit	up	Augusta	National	like	a	Christmas	tree.“I	felt	comfortable	in	red,”	said	Langer.	“It’s	an	aggressive	color.”Langer	is	not	the	only	champion	to
have	graced	the	fairways	with	bold	fashion	choices.	In	his	first	of	three	Masters	victories,	Sir	Nick	Faldo	wore	a	white	sweater	with	green	geometric	patterns	over	a	light	blue	polo	paired	with	blue	pants.	He	later	capped	off	his	green	jacket	garb	with	a	Union	Jack-patterned	cap.During	the	final	round	of	the	1995	Masters,	Ben	Crenshaw	wore	a
whimsical	shirt	featuring	photos	of	Bobby	Jones	printed	all	over.	His	green	jacket	ceremony	was	a	fitting	tribute	to	the	originator	of	the	garment.On	the	left,	Bernhard	Langer	dons	the	green	jacket	in	1985.	On	the	right,	José	María	Olazábal	presents	the	green	jacket	to	Ben	Crenshaw	at	the	1984	Masters.	(Getty	Images)Nick	Faldo	wearing	the	green
jacket	after	his	1989	Masters	win.	(Getty	Images)Only	the	defending	Masters	champion	may	take	his	green	jacket	off	the	grounds,	and	Faldo	took	full	advantage	of	that	perk.	As	the	legend	of	the	green	jacket	grew,	so	did	the	buzz	around	the	champion	after	each	tournament,	and	Faldo	began	to	wear	it	during	press	appearances.	Other	players
followed	suit,	as	champions	like	Trevor	Immelman	and	Zach	Johnson	wore	the	jacket	as	they	went	through	the	post-Masters	New	York	“car	wash,”	appearing	on	talk	shows,	touring	the	Empire	State	Building	and	ringing	the	opening	bell	at	the	New	York	stock	exchange.Jordan	Spieth	taking	a	selfie	with	the	green	jacket	on	top	of	the	Empire	State
Building	in	2015.	(Jeff	Zelevansky/Getty	Images)Trevor	Immelman	on	top	of	the	Empire	State	Building	in	2008.	(Getty	Images)Immelman	also	paid	a	visit	to	see	his	favorite	basketball	team,	the	Boston	Celtics,	play	in	Madison	Square	Garden,	cementing	the	tradition	of	wearing	the	green	jacket	to	other	sporting	events.	Both	2003	champion	Mike	Weir
and	2022	champion	Scottie	Scheffler	opened	sports	games	in	their	green	jackets,	as	Weir	dropped	the	puck	at	the	Air	Canada	Centre	and	Scheffler	threw	the	first	at	a	Texas	Rangers	baseball	game.A	green-jacket-clad	Spieth	famously	belted	the	“Eyes	of	Texas”	from	the	sidelines	at	a	Texas	football	game,	and	2016	champion	Danny	Willett	attended
Wimbledon	wearing	his	green	jacket.Danny	Willett	wearing	the	green	jacket	to	Wimbledon	in	2016.	(Shaun	Botterill/Getty	Images)Some	champions	were	not	quite	as	observant	of	the	one-year	rule.	When	asked	to	return	his	jacket	in	2002	by	then-Chairman	Hootie	Johnson,	two-time	Masters	champion	Seve	Ballesteros	(1980,	1983)	declined.South
Africa’s	Gary	Player,	who	became	the	first	international	winner	of	the	Masters	in	1961,	was	requested	to	bring	his	jacket	back	by	Clifford	Roberts.	He	famously	replied,	“Fine,	Mr.	Roberts,	if	you	want	it,	come	and	fetch	it!”	Player	ultimately	agreed	to	not	wear	the	jacket	in	public,	and	players	were	eventually	issued	a	replica	jacket	they	could	keep	at
home.Over	the	years,	other	wacky	scenarios	have	emerged.When	a	21-year-old	Tiger	Woods	won	his	first	of	five	Masters	Champions	in	1997,	he	refused	to	remove	it.	“I	fell	asleep	fully	clothed	and	hugging	the	green	jacket	like	a	blanket,”	he	recalled	afterward.When	2007	champion	Zach	Johnson	arrived	in	Times	Square	with	the	jacket	covered	by	a
white	trash	bag,	his	wife	Kim	explained:	“We	don’t	have	a	garment	bag.	We	didn’t	plan	on	winning	the	Masters.”While	back	home	in	Australia,	2013	champion	Adam	Scott	endured	a	scare:	“One	of	the	buttons	was	ripped	off	by	a	friend	of	mine	because	he	was	just	so	excited,”	he	shared.	Luckily,	Scott	was	able	to	patch	it	up	at	home	with	no	long-term
issues.The	2021	champion,	Hideki	Matsuyama,	was	spotted	carrying	the	green	jacket	through	the	Atlanta	airport	and	admitted	that	for	the	entire	year,	he	never	had	his	jacket	dry	cleaned.	“I	just	was	so	worried	that	something	might	happen	to	it,”	he	said.	“…	I	didn’t	want	to	let	it	out	of	my	sight.”	AUGUSTA,	Ga.	—	This	isn’t	any	ordinary	jacket,	so
there	are	rules	when	it	comes	to	the	Masters	green	jacket.	And	the	Masters	winner	may	slip	one	on	come	Sunday	evening,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	it	will	sit	in	the	champion’s	closet	until	the	end	of	time.	Guidelines	are	strict	regarding	the	sport’s	most	iconic	article	of	clothing.	First	off,	jackets	are	reserved	for	club	members	and	Masters	winners.	Taking
jackets	off	the	grounds	is	a	big	no-no,	unless	you	are	the	most	recent	Masters	champ.	The	current	champ	gets	to	keep	the	jacket	in	their	possession	for	a	year	before	returning	it	during	the	next	year’s	Masters	(the	one	they	get	at	the	winner’s	ceremony	is	temporary;	they	are	fitted	and	receive	a	new	one	soon	after).	When	a	new	champion	is	crowned,
the	previous	winner	(like	all	other	winners	before	them)	has	to	keep	his	jacket	at	the	club.	They	only	get	to	wear	it	when	they	come	back	to	the	club	or	if	they	happen	to	be	out	representing	the	Masters	or	Augusta	National	at	an	event	with	ties	to	the	club.	Members	began	wearing	the	jackets	in	1937	to	distinguish	themselves	from	patrons	(for
information	and,	of	course,	so	the	waiters	knew	who	to	hand	the	check	to),	and	the	first	jacket	awarded	to	a	Masters	winner	went	to	Sam	Snead	in	1949.	Past	champions	then	received	them	retroactively.	The	tradition,	as	you’ll	see	on	Sunday	night,	is	for	the	previous	winner	to	place	the	green	jacket	on	the	newest	Masters	champ.	The	jackets	have
been	made	by	many	different	companies	over	the	years,	and	the	iconic	color	is	Pantone	342.	While	few	of	these	jackets	exist,	they’re	quite	the	collectable.	Green	Jacket	Auctions	sold	inaugural	Augusta	National	Invitational	winner	Horton	Smith’s	for	$682,229	in	2013.	For	more	history	on	the	Masters	green	jacket,	click	here.	To	receive	GOLF’s	all-new
newsletters,	subscribe	for	free	here.


