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home▸sitemap▸A-Z	confused	words	▸canvas	or	canvass?	"Canvas"	and	"canvass"	are	easy	to	confuse	because	they	sound	identical.	However,	their	meanings	are	very	different.	"Canvas"	is	heavy	cloth.	For	example:	The	sails	are	made	of	canvas.	"Canvass"	means	"to	survey	opinion"	or	"to	solicit	votes."	For	example:	I	will	canvass	all	the	members	of	my
club.	(This	could	mean	"I	will	survey	them	to	learn	their	views"	or	"I	will	encourage	them	to	vote	a	certain	way.")	The	words	"canvas"	and	"canvass"	are	homonyms.	More	specifically,	they	are	a	type	of	homonym	called	a	homophone	(i.e.,	they	sound	identical).	Nevertheless,	their	meanings	are	very	different.	The	noun	"canvas"	(with	one	"s"	at	the	end)
refers	to	a	heavy	woven	cloth	of	hemp,	flax,	or	cotton.	It	is	typically	used	for	sails,	tents,	and	paintings.	The	word	"canvas"	is	also	used	figuratively	for	the	floor	of	a	boxing	or	wrestling	ring	(i.e.,	they	are	often	not	made	of	canvas).	The	verb	"to	canvass"	has	four	closely	related	meanings.	It	can	mean:	Can	you	canvass	the	local	area	to	determine	the
support	for	the	bypass?	Mr.	Millar	will	arrange	for	Joan's	team	to	canvass	High	Street	and	Bond	Street	on	Saturday.	We	need	as	much	support	from	the	west	side	of	town	as	possible.	Sarah	canvassed	every	shop	in	Hull	before	she	found	the	right	shoes.	The	investigation	team	will	canvass	the	area	to	see	whether	there	were	any	witnesses	to	the	crash.
Nowadays,	"canvass"	is	used	as	a	noun	to	denote	the	processes	above.	For	example:	Did	your	canvass	of	the	local	area	succeed	in	determining	the	support	for	the	bypass?	I	heard	Joan's	canvass	was	postponed	due	to	the	storm.	Note:	The	noun	"canvassing"	is	more	common	than	"canvass."	It	can	be	substituted	into	both	examples	above.	Top	Tip
Canvass	means	solicit	support.	Use	the	last	two	letters	of	"canvass"	to	bring	"solicit	support"	to	mind.	Was	something	wrong	with	this	page?	Use	#gm	to	find	us	quicker.	Create	a	QR	code	for	this,	or	any,	page.	XYouTubeFacebookmailing	listgrammar	forum	Rebecca	Tabor	Armstrong/Moment/Getty	Images	The	words	canvas	and
canvass	are	homophones:	they	sound	alike	but	have	different	meanings.	The	noun	canvas	refers	to	a	closely	woven	cloth	used	for	such	things	as	tents,	sails,	and	oil	paintings.	The	verb	canvass	means	to	look	over	carefully	or	to	solicit	votes,	orders,	or	opinions.	As	a	noun,	canvass	means	the	act	of	estimating	an	outcome	or	gathering	support	for	a	vote.
Ella	pressed	the	knife	as	hard	as	she	could	against	the	thick	canvas	of	the	sail.From	morning	to	night	the	young	candidate	for	mayor	went	from	door	to	door	to	canvass	the	voters.The	campaign	included	six	automobiles	loaded	with	good	speakers	for	a	two-day	personal	canvass.	(a)	The	instructor	must	_____	the	students	to	find	a	time	when	most	can
leave	the	campus	for	several	hours.(b)	In	the	middle	of	the	1500s,	Titian	began	painting	on	rough	_____	rather	than	on	smooth	wooden	panels.	(a)	The	instructor	must	canvass	the	students	to	find	a	time	when	most	can	leave	the	campus	for	several	hours.(b)	In	the	middle	of	the	1500s,	Titian	began	painting	on	rough	canvas	rather	than	on	smooth
wooden	panels.	Canvas	and	canvass	are	homophones	that	often	cause	confusion,	but	they	have	distinct	meanings	and	uses.	Canvas	is	a	durable	fabric	used	for	making	sails,	tents,	paintings,	and	other	items.	Canvass,	on	the	other	hand,	refers	to	the	act	of	soliciting	votes	or	opinions,	or	to	conduct	a	survey.The	word	canvas	is	typically	used	as	a	noun	to
describe	a	heavy	woven	cloth	of	cotton,	linen,	or	similar	material.	Artists	often	use	canvas	as	a	surface	for	painting,	and	sailors	might	refer	to	the	sails	of	a	ship	as	canvas.	It	can	also	be	mentioned	in	the	context	of	materials	used	for	outdoor	gear	and	coverings.Examples	of	canvas	in	a	sentenceShe	stretched	the	canvas	across	the	wooden	frame	before
she	started	painting.The	campers	protected	their	site	with	a	large,	waterproof	canvas.Historic	ships	often	had	sails	made	of	sturdy	canvas.Canvass	is	predominantly	employed	as	a	verb	and	it's	associated	with	the	act	of	requesting	information,	opinions,	or	votes	from	people.	It	is	often	used	in	political	contexts,	where	candidates	or	their
representatives	canvass	to	gain	support	ahead	of	an	election.	It	can	also	refer	more	generally	to	the	act	of	surveying	or	soliciting	feedback	on	a	topic.Examples	of	canvass	in	a	sentenceThe	volunteers	went	out	to	canvass	the	neighborhood,	encouraging	residents	to	vote.Before	launching	the	new	product,	the	company	decided	to	canvass	potential
customers	for	their	opinions.As	part	of	her	research,	the	graduate	student	needed	to	canvass	various	sources	for	information.Canvas	definition:Canvas	is	a	noun	that	refers	to	a	strong,	heavy	cloth	made	from	hemp,	flax,	cotton,	or	a	similar	yarn,	used	to	make	things	such	as	sails,	tents,	and	for	painting.Canvas	parts	of	speech:As	a	noun:	The	artist
bought	a	roll	of	canvas	for	her	next	series	of	paintings.Canvas	pronunciation:Canvas	is	pronounced	as	/ˈkænvəs/.Canvass	definition:Canvass	is	a	verb	that	means	to	seek	people’s	votes	or	opinions	or	to	conduct	a	survey.Canvass	parts	of	speech:As	a	verb:	They	plan	to	canvass	all	the	local	pubs	to	find	the	best	burger	in	town.Canvass
pronunciation:Canvass	is	pronounced	as	/ˈkænvəs/,	identical	to	canvas.While	canvas	and	canvass	sound	the	same,	they	serve	different	lexical	functions.	Canvas	refers	to	a	robust	fabric	used	for	art,	clothing,	and	shelter.	Canvass	means	to	actively	seek	votes	or	opinions,	often	associated	with	political	campaigning.	Remembering	the	extra	's'	in	canvass
can	help	you	recall	its	connection	to	soliciting	responses.Make	sure	your	vocabulary	is	on	point	and	every	punctuation	mark	is	in	the	right	place,	no	matter	where	you’re	working.	Grammarly	works	across	more	than	500,000	websites	and	apps	so	you	can	improve	your	writing	without	copying,	pasting,	or	breaking	focus.	About	Homophones
Homophones	(literally	"same	sound")	are	usually	defined	as	words	that	share	the	same	pronunciation,	regardless	of	how	they	are	spelled.	If	they	are	spelled	the	same	then	they	are	also	homographs	(and	homonyms);	if	they	are	spelled	differently	then	they	are	also	heterographs	(literally	"different	writing").	About	Homophones	Homophones	(literally
"same	sound")	are	usually	defined	as	words	that	share	the	same	pronunciation,	regardless	of	how	they	are	spelled.	If	they	are	spelled	the	same	then	they	are	also	homographs	(and	homonyms);	if	they	are	spelled	differently	then	they	are	also	heterographs	(literally	"different	writing").	Looking	for	a	tool	that	handles	this	for	you	wherever	you	write?	Get
Sapling	…what	he	has	put	on	canvas	can	teach	you	about	our	…Melbourne,	L'Estrange	erected	a	large	canvas	enclosure	in	The	Domain	and…	…the	paint	remain	on	the	canvas	and	look	at	it	and…	…and	his	paintings	(acrylic	on	canvas,	paper	or	twill	fabric)	are…	…technique,	executed	on	a	large	canvas.	Black	Canvas	Still	Life	(March	14,	1977)
…"throw[ing]	paint	haphazardly"	at	the	canvas,	and	then	responding	to	"imagery…	…paints	primarily	with	acrylics	on	canvas,	twill	fabric,	or	paper.	…Woman	is	an	oil	on	canvas	portrait	of	an	unknown	woman,…	DeMartine,	then	president	of	the	Canvas	Goods	Association,	had	at	that…	Canvass	White	died	in	1834,	before…	Canvass	White,	an	engineer
and	inventor,…	…are	afoot	to	widen	the	canvass	of	services	to	other	cities…	…registered	voters	before	he	would	canvass	for	the	nominations	from	the…	…Hugh	White,	the	brother	of	Canvass	(who	had	assumed	construction	supervisory…	Canvass	White	turned	over	operation	of…	(Examples	are	Wikipedia	snippets	under	the	CC	ShareAlike	3.0	license.
Definitions	drawn	from	WordNet.)	Too	Much	to	Remember?	Install	Sapling	Canvas	is	a	durable	fabric.	Canvass	as	a	noun	or	a	verb	refers	to	the	door-to-door	gathering	of	votes	or	opinions.	The	words	“canvas	and	canvass”	may	cause	some	confusion.	They	have	almost	the	same	form	and	are	pronounced	similarly,	although	they	have	completely
different	meanings.	“Canvas”	is	a	type	of	cloth,	whereas	“canvass”	means	to	seek	votes.This	post	explores	the	meaning	of	both	words	and	offer	illustrations	with	examples!Which	word	is	correct?	“Canvas”	or	“canvass”?	Well,	both	words	are	English	words,	and	they	are	pronounced	similarly	–	“kan-vuhs”	–	but	they	have	different	meanings.The	word
“canvas”	is	a	noun.	It	refers	to	a	type	of	coarse	cloth	useful	for	making	sails	and	tents	or	as	a	surface	for	paintings.Etymology:	Canvas	originated	from	mid-14th	century	Anglo-French	“canevaz,”	which	came	from	Old	French	“chanevaz,”	meaning	“made	of	hemp.”	This	term	stems	from	the	Latin	“cannabis,”	borrowed	from	Greek	“kannabis,”	which
referred	to	hemp.Examples:I	bought	a	canvas	handbag.His	paintings	are	oil	on	canvas.She	prefers	to	paint	on	canvas	rather	than	paper.The	artist	stretched	the	canvas	tightly	over	the	wooden	frame.We	use	canvas	covers	to	protect	our	outdoor	furniture	from	theThe	term	“canvas”	may	also	refer	to	the	following:A	painting,	as	in:“They	sold	all	his	late
canvases.”A	basis	for	creative	work,	as	in:“The	writer	takes	the	poor	areas	of	the	city	as	a	canvas	for	his	sociological	studies.”A	region	on	which	graphics	can	be	rendered	on	a	computer.“The	digital	artist	used	a	blank	canvas	on	their	computer	to	create	a	new	design.”Sails	of	a	ship.The	sailors	carefully	unfurled	the	canvas	to	catch	the	wind	and	propel
the	ship	forward.A	tent.We	spent	the	night	under	canvas.The	word	“canvass”	can	be	a	noun	and	a	verb:A.	As	a	noun,	it	refers	to	a	solicitation	of	voters	or	public	opinion.B.	As	a	verb,	it	means:To	solicit	voters,	opinions,	etc.To	conduct	a	survey.To	campaign.Etymology:	Around	1500,	“canvass”	originally	meant	“to	toss	in	a	canvas	sheet,”	a	variant
spelling	of	“canvas”	(n.).	From	this,	the	meaning	was	extended	figuratively	to	“shake	out,	examine	carefully”	by	the	1520s.	The	term	then	shifted	to	mean	“to	solicit	votes	or	test	support	before	an	election”	by	the	1550s.Examples:He	canvassed	the	city	for	votes.The	politician	decided	to	canvass	the	neighborhood	for	support.They	are	going	to	canvass
public	opinion	on	the	proposed	changes.Our	team	will	canvass	the	area	to	gather	feedback	on	the	new	product.In	conclusion,	although	“canvas	and	canvass”	are	pronounced	similarly,	they	have	different	meanings	and	usages.	“Canvas”	refers	to	a	type	of	cloth	or	a	surface	for	paintings,	while	“canvass”	means	to	seek	votes	or	opinions.	Understanding
these	differences	helps	in	using	the	correct	word	in	various	contexts.Here’s	a	quiz	for	“canvas	and	canvass”:Choose	the	right	option:What	is	the	meaning	of	“canvas”?	a)	A	type	of	coarse	cloth	b)	To	solicit	votes	c)	A	type	of	paintWhich	word	refers	to	seeking	votes	or	opinions?	a)	Canvas	b)	Canvass	c)	CanoeComplete	the	sentence:	“The	artist	painted
on	a…”	a)	Canvas	b)	Canvass	c)	Canvas	and	canvassWhich	word	refers	to	the	material	sails	of	a	ship?	a)	Canvass	b)	Canvas	c)	CanvaserRelated	Pages:A	list	of	confused	wordsVocabulary	Lessons	The	words	canvasscanvass	with	two	s's	and	canvascanvas	with	one	s	are	often	confused.	Although	their	spellings	are	similar,	their	meanings	are	different.
On	this	page	Definition	of	“canvasscanvass	with	two	s's”	The	verb	canvass	(with	two	s’s)	means	“to	solicit,”	“to	campaign”	or	“to	investigate.”	Having	representatives	canvass	the	community	provides	an	opportunity	for	face-to-face	interactions.	Joe	canvassed	for	his	member	of	Parliament	in	his	neighbourhood.	It	is	crucial	to	canvass	the	opinion	of
consumers.	The	noun	canvass	refers	to	the	act	or	process	of	canvassing.	A	canvass	of	the	community	provided	opportunities	for	face-to-face	interactions.	Joe	organized	a	canvass	for	his	member	of	Parliament	in	his	neighbourhood.	The	canvass	compares	consumer	opinions.	Definition	of	“canvascanvas	with	one	s”	The	noun	canvas	(with	one	s)	refers	to
a	strong,	heavy	cloth	used	for	making	tents,	sails,	bags,	etc.	In	this	context,	canvas	is	a	non-countable	noun,	so	it	always	takes	a	singular	verb	and	is	never	preceded	by	an	article.	Canvas	is	a	durable	material,	usually	made	of	cotton	or	linen.	Ashley’s	duffle	bag,	which	was	made	of	canvas,	served	him	well	on	his	travels.	Canvas	can	also	refer	to	the
framed	piece	of	material	an	artist	paints	on.	In	this	context,	canvas	is	a	countable	noun,	so	it’s	preceded	by	a	modifier	and	can	take	the	plural	form.	This	canvas	is	the	perfect	size	for	my	art	project!	Laya	painted	a	gorgeous	cityscape	on	a	set	of	three	canvases.	For	a	street	artist,	anything	can	be	a	canvas,	from	a	cigarette	pack	to	a	billboard.	Idioms
containing	the	word	“canvascanvas	with	one	s”	The	expression	a	blank	canvas	refers	to	someone	or	something	that	is	open-ended	and	has	potential	for	change	or	development.	A	child’s	mind	is	a	blank	canvas,	ready	to	be	filled	with	information.	After	they	gutted	the	house,	they	had	a	blank	canvas	to	work	with.	The	expression	under	canvas	means	“in
a	tent	(or	tents).”	It	can	also	mean	“with	sails	spread.”	In	our	city,	we	have	families	living	under	canvas.	They	sailed	under	full	canvas,	the	smell	of	the	briny	sea	filling	their	nostrils.	In	boxing	or	wrestling,	the	expression	hit	the	canvas	is	used	to	mean	“fall	to	the	floor.”	He	was	out	cold	before	he	even	hit	the	canvas.	©	His	Majesty	the	King	in	Right	of
Canada,	represented	by	the	Minister	of	Public	Services	and	Procurement	A	tool	created	and	made	available	online	by	the	Translation	Bureau,	Public	Services	and	Procurement	Canada	Canvas,	with	one	s,	is	always	a	noun.	It	refers	to	(1)	a	heavy,	coarse,	closely	woven	fabric	used	for	tents	and	sails;	(2)	a	piece	of	such	fabric	on	which	a	painting	is
executed;	(3)	a	fabric	of	coarse	open	weave,	used	as	a	foundation	for	needlework;	and	(4)	a	background	against	which	events	unfold.Canvass,	with	two	s‘s,	has	a	few	rare	noun	meanings,	but	it	is	most	often	used	as	a	verb.	Its	main	definitions	are	(1)	to	examine	carefully	or	discuss	thoroughly,	(2)	to	go	through	an	area	to	solicit	votes,	and	(3)	to	conduct
a	survey.Apps	Blog	has	been	canvassing	opinion	on	what	features	such	as	the	new	A5	processor	and	dual	cameras	…	[The	Guardian]Spaetzle	is	basically	a	blank,	buttery	canvas	that	will	absorb	whatever	flavorings	you	care	to	mix	into	it.	[New	York	Times]A	council	in	Melbourne’s	inner	north	will	canvass	the	local	community	about	whether	or	not	to
ban	smoking	in	public	areas.	[ABC	Online]Mr	Milne	has	been	turning	buildings	and	other	structures	into	digital	canvases	since	establishing	his	company	in	1997.	[The	Canberra	Times]Police	were	searching	for	a	missing	vehicle	and	16-year-old	child,	and	found	the	two	during	a	canvass	of	the	neighborhood	around	1:30	a.m.	[NJ.com]
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