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List	Of	World	Map	ChangesBelow	is	a	chronological	list	of	political	or	geological	events,	which	would	alter	the	appearance	of	a	world	map.	Changes	usually	include	(but	are	not	limited	to)	the	alteration	of	borders,	the	creation	and	fall	of	nations,	the	changes	of	geographical	names,	as	well	as	some	unusually	destructive	natural	disasters.	Through	the
knowledge	of	such	dates	and	events,	the	approximate	year	and	age	of	a	world	map	could	be	calculated	and	estimated.Note	that	not	all	maps	of	the	world	of	an	age	or	period	will	be	the	same	throughout	the	globe;	as	different	mapmakers	(or	their	employers)	may	have	different	views	on	the	sovereignty	and/or	territorial	integrity	of	the	countries	of	the
world	and/or	possess	different	levels	of	technological	and/or	geographical	insight,	the	maps	created	by	them	might	differ	significantly.Page	2	8th	Century788784774Franks	conquer	Kingdom	of	Lombardy769768769759Franks	conquer	Septimania744Read	more	about	this	topic:	List	Of	World	Map	Changes	For	about	190	years,	humanity	has	known
what	the	world	looks	like.	Or	rather,	humanity	has	known	the	shape	and	size	of	the	land	masses	that	rise	up	above	the	oceans,	as	well	as	where	those	land	masses	stand	in	relation	to	one	another.	For	generation	upon	generation,	weve	all	grown	up	seeing	visual	depictions	of	this	knowledge	in	the	form	of	the	standard	world	map	distorted,	of	course,
usually	by	Mercator	projection,	given	the	impossibility	of	turning	a	three-dimensional	globe	into	a	two-dimensional	image	with	perfect	accuracy.	We	can	call	it	to	mind	(or	up	on	our	phones)	whenever	we	need	it.	But	what	did	the	world	look	like	before	we	knew	what	it	looked	like?	Thanks	to	a	Redditor	who	goes	by	PisseGuri82,	we	can	now	take	in,	at
a	glance,	humanitys	image	of	the	world	as	it	evolved	over	the	past	two	millennia.This	Shape	of	the	World	infographic	begins	in	150	AD	with	the	world	map	used	by	Claudius	Ptolemy	of	Alexandria,	Egypt,	the	first	to	use	positions	of	latitude	and	longitude	based	on	astronomical	observations.	Not	that	those	observations	produced	anything	immediately
resembling	an	ancestor	of	the	map	we	remember	from	classroom	walls	growing	up,	but	it	certainly	must	have	marked	an	improvement	on	the	guesswork	and	pure	fantasy	used	in	even	earlier	times.	World	maps	from	the	medieval	period,	such	as	the	one	included	on	the	diagram	created	by	an	unknown	French	monk	in	1050,	were	meant	not	to	explain
the	world	but	the	Bible.	Hence	its	focus	on	such	Biblical	parts	of	the	world	as	Jerusalem,	the	Red	Sea,	and	even	the	Garden	of	Eden.Just	over	a	century	later,	a	map	by	Italys	Muhammed	al-Idrisi	employed	the	more	objective	method	of	calculating	distances	by	what	travelers	and	merchants	told	him	about	how	long	it	took	them	to	reach	the	distant
lands	they	visited.	Despite	its	recognizable	and	detailed	Eurasia	and	Northern	Africa,	however,	it	still	makes	for	a	vague	(and,	needless	to	say,	hardly	complete)	approximation	of	the	world.	Only	in	1529,	with	the	empire-minded	Spanish	Crowns	official	and	secret	master	map,	updated	by	Spanish	explorers	on	pain	of	death,	do	we	arrive	at	a	world	map
that	would	remind	any	of	us	of	the	ones	we	use	in	the	21st	century.Subsequent	developments	came	from	such	advances	as	the	aforementioned	Mercator	projection,	invented	in	1569	in	the	Netherlands	and	refined	in	England	30	years	later,	as	well	as	the	invention	of	the	marine	chronometer	in	1778.	The	final	map	in	the	chart,	an	1832	edition	by
Germanys	Adolf	Stieler	in	which	only	the	unexplored	Polar	regions	are	missing	or	depicted	inaccurately,	may	look	almost	exactly	like	the	world	maps	we	use	today.	But	the	evolution	certainly	hasnt	stopped:	with	the	ever	more	detailed	digital	maps	and	satellite	imagery	that	now	feature	in	our	world	maps,	our	ability	to	perceive	the	Earth	still	improves
every	day.	Our	descendants	2000	years	hence	may	well	place	themselves	in	a	world	we	would	hardly	recognize.	See	the	full-size	Shape	of	the	World	infographic	here.	Make	sure	you	click	on	the	image	once	you	open	the	page,	and	then	you	can	see	it	in	a	larger	format.Related	Content:Animated	Maps	Reveal	the	True	Size	of	Countries	(and	Show	How
Traditional	Maps	Distort	Our	World)The	True	Size	Maps	Shows	You	the	Real	Size	of	Every	Country	(and	Will	Change	Your	Mental	Picture	of	the	World)Japanese	Designers	May	Have	Created	the	Most	Accurate	Map	of	Our	World:	See	the	AuthaGraphTheHistory	of	Cartography,	the	Most	Ambitious	Overview	of	Map	Making	Ever,	Now	Free	OnlineA
Radical	Map	Puts	the	Oceans	Not	Land	at	the	Center	of	Planet	Earth	(1942)Why	Making	Accurate	World	Maps	Is	Mathematically	ImpossibleBased	in	Seoul,Colin	Marshallwrites	and	broadcastson	cities,	language,	and	culture.His	projects	include	the	bookThe	Stateless	City:	a	Walk	through	21st-Century	Los	Angelesand	the	video	seriesThe	City	in
Cinema.	Follow	him	on	Twitter	at@colinmarshall,	onFacebook,	or	onInstagram.	There	are	a	lot	of	ways	to	look	at	the	way	the	world	has	changed.	Books,	movies	(or	other	types	of	media),	and	music	is	some	of	the	more	popular	ways.	Most	of	these	things	will	tell	a	story	about	society	hundreds	of	years	ago.	What	if	we	told	you	that	there	was	actually	a
better	way	to	get	a	feel	about	the	world	back	in	the	day?	Maps!	No,	we're	not	trying	to	steal	Dora	the	Explorers	thing.Maps	provide	a	snapshot	of	the	world	at	the	particular	time	when	they	are	created.	The	interesting	thing	about	maps	is	that	they	aren't	static	objects	like	many	would	believe.When	you	look	at	maps	created	throughout	history,	you
start	to	see	just	how	much	the	world	has	changed	over	the	years	up	into	the	modern	era.	Think	about	borders	especially.	Aren't	they	just	arbitrary	lines	set	by	someone	with	a	special	title?	Exactly.	Today,	we're	taking	a	look	at	maps	that	show	just	how	big	some	of	those	changes	have	been.	From	migrating	populations	to	major	technological	advances,
the	world	is	constantly	in	fluxand	these	maps	allow	you	to	see	it	with	your	own	two	eyes.	Let's	get	started!	This	world	map	from	Japan	1785	is	wildly	incorrect	about	the	layout	of	the	globe,	but	that	just	illustrates	how	much	we've	learned	about	what	the	world	looks	like	since	the	18th	century.	If	you	look	closely,	you'll	see	a	giant	land	mass	covering
the	bottom	of	the	southern	hemisphere--a	land	mass	that	doesn't	actually	exist.	This	map	displays	a	non-existent	continent	known	as	Terra	Australis--and	it	shows	up	frequently	on	maps	from	the	15th	to	the	18th	centuries.	At	the	time,	people	believed	that	all	the	land	in	the	northern	hemisphere	had	to	be	balanced	out	by	land	in	the	southern
hemisphere.	Thus,	Terra	Australis	was	invented	despite	the	fact	that	it	was	conjecture	and	not	based	on	direct	observation.	(Image	via	Reddit)	Considering	that	the	west	coast	of	the	United	States	is	located	closest	to	Japan,	it's	no	surprise	that	a	majority	of	Japanese	American	citizens	resided	in	California	in	1940.	Currently,	the	state	has	the	second
largest	Japanese	American	population,	behind	Hawaii.	However,	what's	eerie	about	this	map	is	the	historical	context.	Only	a	few	years	after	this	map	would	have	been	published,	more	than	120,000	of	these	Japanese	residents	of	the	west	coast	would	be	forcibly	interned	in	camps	during	World	War	II.	(Image	via	Reddit)	No	matter	how	you	slice	it,
Australia	will	always	be	the	land	of	beautiful	views	and	dangerous	animals.	However,	as	you	can	see	from	this	map,	the	country	has	been	divided	up	in	a	number	of	different	ways	over	the	years--sometimes	in	very	quick	succession.	Currently,	Australia	is	divided	into	six	main	states:	New	South	Wales,	Queensland,	South	Australia,	Tasmania,	Victoria,
and	Western	Australia.	However,	that	wasn't	always	the	case.	Although,	by	1863,	the	country	wasstarting	to	look	quite	a	bit	what	it	looks	like	in	its	current	version.	(Image	via	Reddit)	This	map	is	unusual	for	a	couple	of	reasons.	Number	one,	it's	one	of	the	most	poorly	drawn	maps	of	the	United	States	we've	ever	seen.	If	we're	to	believe	it,	Illinois	is	a
complete	behemoth	compared	to	tiny	California.	However,	this	map	is	also	interesting	because	it	shows	how	much	state	nicknames	have	changed	over	the	years.	Released	in	1908,	this	map	is	a	snapshot	into	some	of	the	strange	nicknames	of	the	time.	In	particular,	Missouri	(currently	the	Show	Me	State)	has	really	upgraded	from	its	days	as	the
"Puke"	State.	And	then	you'vegot	Nebraska	(or	what	we	think	is	Nebraska)	labeled	as	the	Bug	Eater	State!	(Image	via	Reddit)	These	days,	Paris	is	a	massive	metropolis	of	Europe.	With	a	population	of	over	two	million	and	a	size	of	105	square	kilometers	(40	square	miles),	it's	the	biggest	city	in	the	country	of	France.	However,	as	this	map	shows,	Paris
has	not	always	been	as	sprawling	as	it	is	today.	The	Paris	of	1420	looks	downright	tiny	when	compared	to	how	big	the	city	is	now.	However,	the	most	shocking	thing	about	this	map	is	how	much	size	the	city	has	taken	on	since	1929.	At	this	pace,	Paris	will	overtake	France	entirely	at	some	point!	(Image	via	Reddit)	Okay	sure,	this	may	not	be	a	map	of
massive	historical	importance,	but	it's	definitely	one	that	illustrates	a	very	interesting	change	over	time.	This	map	tracks	the	movements	of	a	bald	eagle	over	twenty	years.	And	all	we	can	say	is	that	this	eagle	is	more	well	travelled	than	some	people!	The	flight	patterns	of	this	bird	are	just	staggering.	It	made	appearances	in	Africa,	the	Middle	East,	and
Europe,	and	it	covered	hundreds	of	miles	in	the	process.	It	just	goes	to	show	you	that	all	you	need	is	a	pair	of	wings	to	see	the	world.	(Image	via	Reddit)	In	the	modern	era,	there's	nothing	worse	than	flying.	It's	a	cramped,	expensive,	time-consuming	affair.	However,	when	you	compare	that	to	the	travel	times	we	see	on	this	map	from	1881,	flying	a
commercial	airline	seems	like	a	miraculous	luxury.	Back	then,	you	had	to	really	ask	yourself	if	going	to	London	was	worth	the	hassle.	If	you're	in	Europe,	the	trip	would	obviously	be	the	easiest.	However,	even	then,	it	could	take	up	to	ten	days.	It's	not	exactly	fast	travel.	But	God	help	you	if	you're	from	Australia	and	need	to	make	a	visit	to	London--at
best,	it's	going	to	take	you	40+	days!	(Image	via	Reddit)	These	days,	moving	around	the	world	is	easier	than	ever.	It	might	be	expensive	and	it	might	be	a	gruelingtrip,	but	if	you	really	wanted	to,	you	could	make	it	to	the	other	side	of	the	globe	in	a	matter	of	hours--not	days	or	weeks.	However,	thousands	of	years	ago,	being	a	jet	setter	was	a	much
more	arduous	task.	This	map	shows	the	migration	patterns	of	ancient	Polynesian	people	who	would	go	on	to	be	the	ancestors	of	the	modern-day	Maori	people.	There	are	a	couple	of	striking	things	about	this	map.	One,	it	appears	that	these	people	traveled	all	the	way	from	modern-day	Taiwan,	and	two,	you	can	see	the	first	arrival	of	people	to	New
Zealand	in	1200	AD.	(Image	via	Reddit)	Roughly	3	million	people	outside	of	France	are	under	French	governance.	That's	quite	a	bit,	but	that's	a	fraction	when	compared	to	the	territories	the	country	controlled	at	the	height	of	their	powers.	And	this	map	illustrates	all	the	territories	that	France	has	historically	owned.	Clearly,	two	of	the	biggest	changes
to	modern	French	control	took	place	in	Africa	and	the	United	States.	Also,	we're	not	sure	how	Antarctica	works,	but	it	looks	like	the	French	government	still	has	a	little	sliver	of	land	down	there	to	this	day.	(Image	via	Reddit)	During	the	Cold	War,	Americans	acutely	felt	the	threat	of	communism.	While	some	of	those	fears	were	distorted,	there's	no
denying	that	communism	was	a	major	world	power	at	the	time,	as	this	map	from	1978	shows.	It	illustrates	all	the	countries	that	were	implementing	some	form	of	communism	or	socialism	at	the	time.	The	biggest	change	from	the	time	of	this	map	to	the	modern	day	is	obviously	the	fall	of	the	USSR.	However,	there	are	still	five	truly	communist
countries	in	existence	in	contemporary	times.	These	include	China,	Vietnam,	Laos,	Cuba,	and	North	Korea	(depending	on	who	you	ask).	(Image	via	Reddit)	It	might	look	like	modern-day	Louisiana,	but	this	is	actually	a	map	of	the	Orleans	territory,	which	was	in	existence	for	only	a	few	short	years,	from	1804	until	1812.	At	that	point,	it	was	admitted	to
the	Union	as	Louisiana.	As	you	can	see,	some	areas	were	in	dispute	by	Spain	and	Florida.	Louisiana	residents	should	notice	another	interesting	change	between	this	old	map	and	the	modern-day	state.	If	you	look	closely,	you'll	see	that	the	Orleans	territory	was	divided	up	into	counties.	However,	Louisiana	is	currently	divided	up	into	parishes--making
it	only	one	of	two	states	that	don't	use	the	"county"	designation.	(Image	via	Reddit)	For	those	of	us	who	hate	the	airport,	this	map	of	Europe	should	look	absolutely	lovely.	It	shows	the	airports	(or	lack	thereof)	on	the	continent	before	1920.	Considering	that	commercial	air	flights	had	only	begun	in	1914,	it's	no	wonder	that	there	weren't	many	airports
to	choose	from	back	then.	These	days,	it's	a	completely	different	story	when	it	comes	to	airports	in	Europe.	Today,	there	are	a	staggering	1000+	plus	airports	across	the	continent.	However,	there	are	a	few	hold	out	countries	that	still	don't	have	their	own.	They	include	Andorra,	Liechtenstein,	Monaco,	San	Marino,	and	Vatican	City.	(Image	via	Reddit)
Unless	you're	a	Tucson	native,	this	map	probably	doesn't	seem	to	interesting	at	first	glance.	The	town	has	probably	expanded	beyond	these	borders	at	this	point,	but	it's	just	a	normal,	old	map,	right?	This	map	is	actually	hiding	a	little	secret,	though!	An	eagle-eyed	commenter	on	Reddit	noticed	that,	if	you	zoom	in	enough,	you	can	actually	see	an
opium	den	listed	on	the	map!	That's	definitely	something	that's	changed	since	way	back	then--Tucson	now	has	a	conspicuous	lack	of	opium	dens	and	maps	that	show	you	where	they	are.	(Image	via	Reddit)	There's	never	been	a	conqueror	quite	like	Alexander	the	Great.	At	the	peak	of	his	powers,	his	Macedonian	empire	had	more	than	5	million
inhabitants	and	covered	more	than	2	million	miles.	If	it	were	still	a	modern-day	nation,	the	area	it	covers	would	be	larger	than	India.	However,	like	all	empires,	Macedonia	fell	from	power	as	other	empires	rose	to	take	its	place.	It	does	still	exist	in	the	modern	day,	though.	It	is	an	administrative	region	in	northern	Greece	with	a	population	of	roughly
2.5	million	people.	(Image	via	Reddit)	These	days,	women	make	up	a	majority	of	the	college	population.	However,	that	wasn't	always	in	the	case.	For	centuries,	they	were	prevented	from	formal	studies,	but	that	began	to	change	in	Europe,	but	it	did	happen	very	slowly,	as	this	map	tracking	their	progress	indicates.	As	you	can	see,	Italy	was	the	first
grant	a	degree	to	a	woman	all	the	way	back	in	1237.	But	the	rest	of	Europe	would	take	centuries	to	catch	up	with	Italy's	lead.	For	some	countries,	women	didn't	earn	any	degrees	until	well	into	the	20th	century.	(Image	via	Reddit)	Author	Ron	Winkler	Last	Updated:	June	11,	2025	Maps	have	been	an	essential	tool	for	exploration,	navigation,	and
understanding	our	world.	The	full	map	of	Earth	has	evolved	significantly	from	ancient	times	to	the	digital	age	we	live	in	today.	This	article	explores	the	journey	of	how	maps	have	changed	over	time,	reflecting	advancements	in	technology	and	shifts	in	human	understanding	of	geography.The	earliest	known	maps	date	back	to	ancient	Babylon	around
600	BCE,	where	clay	tablets	depicted	regions	with	crude	representations.	These	maps	were	not	accurate	by	todays	standards	but	served	as	a	simple	way	to	communicate	land	divisions	and	territorial	boundaries.	Ancient	Greeks	like	Ptolemy	further	advanced	cartography	by	creating	detailed	maps	based	on	extensive	explorations	and	observations,
laying	foundations	for	future	map-making	techniques.During	the	Age	of	Exploration	(15th-17th	centuries),	European	explorers	traveled	across	uncharted	territories,	leading	to	significant	developments	in	map-making.	The	invention	of	the	printing	press	allowed	for	mass	production	and	dissemination	of	maps,	making	them	accessible	beyond	scholarly
circles.	Notable	cartographers	like	Gerardus	Mercator	created	world	maps	that	distorted	size	but	were	valuable	for	navigation	purposes	due	to	their	ability	to	display	straight	lines	as	routes	on	a	curved	surface.	With	technological	advancements	in	the	19th	and	20th	centuries	came	more	precise	methods	for	mapping	the	globe.	The	introduction	of
aerial	photography	and	satellite	imagery	revolutionized	cartography	by	allowing	cartographers	to	create	accurate	representations	based	on	real-time	data	from	space.	These	modern	techniques	enabled	detailed	topographical	maps	showing	mountains,	valleys,	rivers,	and	urban	areas	with	unprecedented	accuracy.In	recent	years,	digital	mapping
technologies	have	transformed	how	we	interact	with	geographical	data.	Tools	like	Google	Maps	provide	users	with	interactive	features	such	as	zooming	in/out,	satellite	views,	street-level	imagery,	and	real-time	traffic	updatessomething	unimaginable	just	a	few	decades	ago.	Digital	mapping	allows	users	worldwide	to	access	information	quickly	while
contributing	their	own	data	through	crowdsourcing	efforts.As	we	move	into	an	increasingly	interconnected	world	where	technology	continues	to	evolve	rapidly,	the	future	of	mapping	looks	promising	yet	complex.	Innovations	such	as	augmented	reality	(AR)	are	beginning	to	merge	physical	spaces	with	digital	information	overlayscreating	immersive
experiences	that	go	beyond	traditional	mapping	capabilities.	Additionally,	advancements	in	artificial	intelligence	(AI)	are	enabling	predictive	models	that	could	help	us	better	understand	climate	change	impacts	or	urban	planning	challenges.In	conclusion,	the	full	map	of	Earth	has	undergone	tremendous	changes	throughout	historyfrom	rudimentary
clay	tablets	to	dynamic	digital	interfaces	that	shape	our	daily	lives	today.	As	technology	continues	advancing	at	an	impressive	pace,	it	will	be	exciting	to	see	how	future	generations	will	perceive	their	world	through	even	more	innovative	forms	of	mapping.This	text	was	generated	using	a	large	language	model,	and	select	text	has	been	reviewed	and
moderated	for	purposes	such	as	readability.	MORE	FROM	SIMPLI	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.
Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license
as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are
given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	November	11,	2018.	Today	marks	the	100	year	anniversary	of	the	end	of	the	First	World	War.	Observed	as	Remembrance	Day,	Veterans	Day,	and	Armistice
Day,	the	eleventh	hour	of	the	eleventh	day	of	the	eleventh	month	of	1918	was	when	the	armistice	agreement	which	put	an	end	to	the	hostilities	of	WWI	came	into	effect.	WWI	was	a	transformative	event	in	human	history	and	it	wasnt	the	only	one.	The	last	century	in	particular	is	full	of	major	events	that	have	changed,	over	and	over	again,	the
geopolitical	structure	of	our	world.	So	how	exactly	has	the	world	map	changed	in	those	hundred	years?	Ive	decided	that	the	best	way	to	do	this	is	by	region,	so	starting	with	Europe...ish,	then	moving	onto	Africa,	the	Middle	East,	the	rest	of	Asia,	and	finally	the	rest	of	the	world,	which	didnt	really	have	many	changes.	Now	this	isnt	going	to	be	a	100%
exhaustive	list,	but	Ive	tried	to	be	as	thorough	as	possible.	For	obvious	reasons,	much	of	the	context	behind	the	border	changes	has	been	slightly	oversimplified	or	left	out	entirely...	but	I	dont	want	to	make	this	video	any	longer	than	it	has	to	be,	so	lets	just	get	started!	Europe	on	the	very	day	of	the	armistice,	Poland	was	re-established	as	an
independent	nation	after	123	years	of	being	ruled	by	the	German,	Austrian,	and	Russian	Empires.	Just	a	week	later,	nearby	Latvia	declared	its	independence	from	Soviet	Russia,	following	in	the	footsteps	of	the	two	other	Baltic	states	who	had	done	the	same	back	in	February.	Down	in	the	Balkans,	a	new	state	was	created,	partly	from	the	remnants	of
Austria-Hungary,	the	Kingdom	of	Serbs,	Croats	and	Slovenes,	although	you	probably	know	it	as	Yugoslavia	its	name	was	changed	in	1929.	Meanwhile,	neighboring	Romania	was	significantly	expanded,	with	their	union	with	Transylvania	and	neighbouring	provinces,	which	had	also	been	part	of	Austria-Hungary.	A	century	later	and	December	1st	is	still
celebrated	as	their	Great	Union	Day.	On	the	very	same	day,	Iceland	gained	its	independence	from	Denmark,	entering	into	a	personal	union	with	them	but	with	full	sovereignty.	Although	Iceland	actually	celebrates	its	independence	on	June	the	17th,	when	it	became	its	own	republic.	Moving	onto	1919,	and	it	was	this	year	in	which	the	Treaty	of
Versailles	was	signed,	the	main	post-war	peace	treaty	which	officially	ended	the	state	of	war	between	Germany	and	the	Allied	Powers.	The	treaty	dramatically	altered	the	national	borders	of	Germany,	and	Europe	as	a	whole.	Germany	de	facto	became	a	republic	following	the	Kaisers	abdication.	Eupen	and	Malmedy	were	ceded	to	Belgium,	today
making	up	the	German-speaking	community	which	comprises	0.7%	of	the	population;	France	was	ceded	Alsace-Lorraine,	which	had	been	a	thorn	in	Franco-German	relations	for	literally	centuries;	and	Poland	was	ceded	most	of	Posen	and	West	Prussia.	Additionally,	the	Saar	Basin	and	the	Memel	territory	were	both	placed	under	Allied	administration;
while	the	city	of	Danzig	was	placed	under	League	of	Nations	protection	as	the	Free	City	of	Danzig.	The	Treaty	of	Versailles	called	for	plebiscites	to	be	held	in	both	Schleswig-Holstein,	and	Upper	Silesia.	In	the	former,	the	north	chose	to	join	Denmark	while	the	south	voted	to	stay	part	of	Germany.	The	latter	became	complicated	by	disagreements	and
led	to	Polish	uprisings.	The	territory	was	eventually	divided	by	the	League	of	Nations.	As	well	as	the	Treaty	of	Versailles,	the	lesser-known	treaties	with	the	other	Central	Powers	were	signed	shortly	afterwards.	In	the	Treaties	with	Austria	and	then	Hungary,	the	Austro-Hungarian	Empire	was	officially	declared	dissolved.	Imperial	territory	was	ceded
to	Poland,	Czechoslovakia,	Italy,	and	Yugoslavia.	In	another	post-war	treaty,	concluded	by	Bulgaria	and	the	Allies,	territory	was	ceded	to	3	of	its	neighbours,	most	notably	a	large	part	of	Western	Thrace,	which	was	actually	ceded	to	the	Triple	Entente	and	later	awarded	to	Greece.	The	final	peace	treaty,	the	Treaty	of	Svres,	signed	on	10	August	1920,
began	the	process	of	the	partition	of	the	Ottoman	Empire.	In	Europe,	Eastern	Thrace	and	part	of	Anatolia	were	ceded	to	Greece.	However,	things	were	complicated	by	the	Turkish	War	of	Independence,	and	the	treaty	was	never	ratified.	Now	in	the	Baltics,	WWI	hostilities	never	really	came	to	an	end.	Lithuania	fought	three	wars	to	maintain	its
independence.	The	third	of	which,	against	Poland,	it	lost	its	capital	city,	Vilnius,	and	surrounding	territory.	In	1921,	the	Peace	of	Riga	put	an	end	to	the	Polish-Soviet	War.	Territory	of	the	Soviet	Republics	of	Belarus	and	Ukraine	were	ceded	to	Poland,	capping	off	Polish	post-war	expansion.	Now	speaking	of	Soviet	republics,	ever	since	the	Russian
Revolution	in	1917	and	preceding	civil	war,	the	rise	of	Communism	had	a	profound	impact	on	not	just	Eastern	Europe,	but	far	beyond.	1922	was	the	year	in	which	the	Soviet	Union	was	established,	after	several	countries	had	became	Soviet	states	in	the	previous	5	years.	At	its	inception,	the	Soviet	Union	was	comprised	of	just	6	republics:	Russia,
Ukraine,	Belarus,	Armenia,	Azerbaijan,	and	Georgia,	the	latter	3	of	which	were	grouped	in	the	Transcaucasian	SFSR.	1922	was	also	the	year	in	which	the	Ottoman	Empire	was	finally,	officially	dissolved,	when	the	Sultanate	was	abolished	in	November	after	the	Turkish	nationalists	decisively	won	their	war	for	independence.	This	new	nationalist
government	was	responsible	for	a	number	of	border	changes,	including	the	Treaty	of	Kars	with	Russia	and	the	aforementioned	Transcaucasian	Soviet	republics.	Both	Georgia	and	Armenia	ceded	territory	to	Turkey,	defining	the	frontiers	which	still	exist	to	this	day.	In	addition,	the	Treaty	of	Lausanne	in	1923	superseded	the	unratified	Treaty	of	Svres,
reversing	the	territorial	concessions	to	Greece	in	1920.	The	Republic	of	Turkey	was	founded	3	months	after	the	signing	of	the	treaty,	as	the	country	took	on	its	modern	form.	This	finally	wrapped	up	the	loose	ends	still	hanging	over	from	WWI,	as	Europe	settled	into	a	brief	period	of	peace.	There	was	one	other	change	during	this	time	that	was	not
directly	related	to	WWI,	and	that	was	Ireland	fighting	for	its	independence	after	the	war.	As	a	result,	they	were	granted	dominion	status	in	1922	as	the	Irish	Free	State.	They	became	their	own	independent	republic	15	years	later.	1933	is	where	the	build	up	to	WWII	began,	with	the	Nazi	party	taking	control	of	Germany.	In	1935,	Saar	was	annexed	by
Nazi	Germany,	as	the	15-year	mandate	came	to	an	end.	Over	90%	of	its	citizens	voted	in	a	favour	of	reunification	with	Germany	in	a	referendum	on	its	territorial	status.	In	1938,	Austria	was	annexed	by	Germany	as	Adolf	Hitler	pursued	his	dream	of	a	Greater	Germany.	This	had	been	explicitly	forbidden	by	article	80	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles.	Later	in
the	same	year,	the	Sudetenland	of	Czechoslovakia	was	also	annexed	by	Nazi	Germany	in	the	Munich	Agreement.	The	rest	of	Czechoslovakia	was	partitioned	shortly	afterwards	in	the	First	Vienna	Award.	In	August	of	1939,	Hitler	and	Stalin	signed	a	pact	of	nonaggression,	and	both	Germany	and	the	USSR	proceeded	to	invade	Poland	from	both	sides.
This	sparked	the	beginning	of	the	Second	World	War.	In	addition	to	invading	Poland,	the	Soviets	also	invaded	and	occupied	the	Baltics,	which,	unlike	most	of	what	happened	in	WWII,	was	not	reversed	afterwards.	Now,	there	were	obviously	many	international	border	changes	during	WWII,	but	for	the	most	part	be	the	can	described	as	temporary
occupations.	Since	they	were	all	effectively	reversed	or	disregarded	after	the	war,	Im	going	skip	right	ahead	to	1945.	In	the	aftermath	of	the	war,	Nazi	Germany	collapsed,	and	lost	a	significant	portion	of	its	pre-1938	territory.	The	annexations	of	Austria	and	Czechoslovakia	were	also	reversed.	Most	of	its	lost	territory	was	ceded	to	the	newly	re-
established	Poland,	which	had	its	borders	completely	redrawn,	losing	a	lot	of	its	pre-war	eastern	territory	to	the	Soviets.	Soviet	Russia	annexed	the	German	city	of	Konigsberg	and	surrounding	lands,	which	remain	a	Russian	exclave	to	this	day,	as	the	Kaliningrad	Oblast.	The	Soviets	also	gained	some	territory	from	Czechoslovakia	and	Romania.	What
remained	of	Germany	was	split	up	into	4	different	occupation	zones	by	the	Allied	Powers	of	Britain,	France,	the	US,	and	the	Soviets.	Plus	the	Saar	Protectorate,	which	was	a	little	bit	different.	In	Austria	it	was	a	pretty	similar	situation,	as	it	also	became	divided	among	the	victors	of	the	war.	Although	also	part	of	the	Axis	Powers,	Italys	borders	were
almost	unchanged,	with	just	a	minor	cession	of	land	to	the	re-established	country	of	Yugoslavia,	now	a	socialist	federal	republic,	made	up	of	6	constitute	states.	The	post	WWI	period	was	dominated	by	the	rise	of	communism.	The	post-WWII	era	was	dominated	by	its	containment,	primarily	by	the	United	States.	This	began	the	Cold	War,	and	decades	of
tension	between	east	and	west.	The	first	major	breakdown	in	relations	happened	in	1949,	as	two	separate	German	states	were	established.	Europe	entered	a	period	of	tense	stability,	as	there	were	no	further	changes	to	the	European	map	for	several	years.The	next	major	change	happened	in	1955,	when	Austria	finally	became	an	independent	country,
as	the	Allied	occupation	ended,	an	entire	decade	after	the	end	of	WWII.	In	addition,	the	Saar	Protectorate	became	the	Saarland	state	of	West	Germany	in	1957,	after	yet	another	referendum	affirmed	the	peoples	wish	to	be	part	of	Germany.	For	the	next	3	decades,	there	were	no	major	changes	in	Europe	with	the	exception	of	one	country:	Cyprus.
Cyprus	gained	its	independence	from	the	UK	in	1960,	but	inter-ethnic	conflict	between	the	Greeks	and	Turks	of	the	island,	caused	a	UN	peacekeeping	mission	to	be	deployed	in	1964.	A	Greek-organised	coup	in	1974	led	to	an	invasion	of	the	island	by	Turkey,	who	went	on	to	occupy	a	huge	portion	of	the	island.	In	1983,	the	Turkish	Republic	of
Northern	Cyprus	was	proclaimed,	and	the	dispute	remains	unsettled	to	this	day.	The	Cold	War	came	to	an	end	in	the	late	1980s,	as	communism	began	to	fall.	The	Berlin	Wall	came	down	in	1989,	coinciding	with	several	other	anti-communist	revolutions	in	the	same	year.	Germany	was	officially	reunified	in	1990,	as	East	Germany	was	dissolved	and
joined	West	Germany.	The	three	Baltic	nations	declared	their	independence	from	the	Soviet	Union	in	1990,	and	the	very	next	year	the	entire	Union	itself	was	dissolved,	with	15	separate	countries	gaining	their	independence	although	there	were	no	actual	border	changes	outside	of	those	that	had	taken	place	within	the	Soviet	Union	internally.	Over	in
the	Balkans,	also	affected	by	the	fall	of	communism,	the	states	of	Yugoslavia	were	at	war	with	each	other.	Croatia	and	Slovenia,	and	later	Macedonia,	declared	their	independence	from	Yugoslavia.	This	was	followed	by	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina	in	1992,	although	they	adopted	a	new	constitution	at	the	end	of	the	Bosnian	War.	Also	in	1992,	Abkhazia	and
South	Ossetia	both	declared	themselves	independent	from	Georgia,	and	are	still	unrecognised	states	to	this	day.	In	the	following	year,	Czechoslovakia	was	split	into	two	independent	countries:	the	Czech	Republic,	and	Slovakia.	Going	back	to	Yugoslavia,	who	changed	their	name	to	Serbia	and	Montenegro	in	2003	since	they	were	the	only	two
countries	left	but	in	2006,	Montenegro	also	left,	as	they	both	became	their	own	independent	countries.	In	2008,	Kosovo,	an	autonomous	province	of	Serbia,	declared	its	independence,	after	fighting	a	war	against	Serbia	with	the	help	of	NATO	in	the	late	1990s,	and	gaining	de	facto	control	over	the	region.	The	international	community	is	split	on	the
issue	of	Kosovo	independence.	The	most	recent	change	that	has	happened	in	Europe	was	in	2014	when	Russia	annexed	Crimea,	following	an	internationally	unrecognised	plebiscite.	The	territory	had	been	transferred	to	Ukraine	from	Russia	in	1954	when	both	countries	were	soviet	republics.	Now	moving	onto	Africa,	a	continent	which	had	been
carved	up	by	the	various	European	powers	towards	the	end	of	the	previous	century,	after	an	extended	period	of	colonisation,	known	as	the	Scramble	for	Africa.	Only	two	countries	in	Africa	had	remained	outside	of	European	colonial	rule:	Ethiopia	and	Liberia.	Overall,	borders	changed	a	lot	less	in	Africa	than	they	did	in	Europe,	at	least	until	after
WWII.	The	first	major	change	in	post-WWI	Africa	was	the	transfer	of	the	Germanys	colonies	to	Britain,	France,	Belgium,	and	the	recently	independent	South	Africa.	Fast	forward	to	1922,	and	the	independence	of	Egypt.	As	far	as	independence	declarations	go	though,	this	one	was	kind	of	backwards	the	British	unilaterally	declared	Egypt	independent
by	terminating	their	protectorate	over	them.	In	the	following	year,	the	city	of	Tangier	became	an	International	Free	Zone	after	having	been	under	Spanish	rule,	and	in	1924,	Britain	ceded	a	portion	of	Jubaland	to	Italy,	as	compensation	for	Italy	not	receiving	any	of	Germanys	colonies	after	WWI.	Even	more	land	was	acquired	by	Italy,	in	an	agreement
with	the	British	and	Egypt.	This	time,	Libya	received	land	from	Sudan,	establishing	what	remains	the	common	border	between	the	independent	nations	to	the	present	day.	In	the	lead	up	to	WWII,	Italy	launched	an	invasion	against	the	Ethiopian	Empire	in	1935,	annexing	it	in	the	following	year	and	forming	Italian	East	Africa	by	merging	it	with	their
other	Horn	of	Africa	possessions.	The	occupation	would	last	until	1941,	when	the	country	was	liberated,	as	the	local	forces	were	supported	by	British	and	French	troops.	At	the	end	of	WWII,	the	Allies	werent	really	sure	what	to	do	with	Italys	colonies,	which	were	initially	placed	under	British	and	French	control,	with	Libya	actually	being	temporarily
split	between	the	two.	In	1949,	Italian	Somalia	was	returned	to	Italian	administration	as	a	UN	Trust	Territory,	with	the	provision	that	it	receive	independence	within	10	years.	Libya	gained	its	independence	from	British	and	French	administration	in	1951,	and	Eritrea	became	part	of	Ethiopia	in	1952.	The	independence	of	Anglo-Egyptian	Sudan	in	1956
marked	the	beginning	of	decolonisation	in	Africa,	as	one	by	one	the	various	European	colonies	on	the	continent	were	granted	their	independence.	Some	colonies	fought	for	their	independence,	while	others	were	granted	it	peacefully	due	to	international	pressure	and	economic	factors.	Over	the	next	two	decades,	the	African	continent	began	to	take	its
modern	form.	Most	of	the	newly-independent	countries	maintained	their	colonial	borders,	but	there	are	a	few	special	cases.	Take	Somalia,	for	example,	which	was	created	in	1960	by	merging	British	Somaliland	with	the	now-expired	Trust	Territory	of	Italian	Somalia.	On	the	other	side	of	Africa,	the	British	territory	of	Tanganyika	was	merged	with	the
close-by	archipelago	Zanzibar,	forming	the	country	of	Tanzania	in	1964.	And	finally,	there	was	a	dispute	over	the	decolonisation	of	Spanish	Sahara.	Morocco	claimed	it	as	their	own,	while	a	local	guerilla	organisation	declared	their	independence	in	1976	as	the	Sahrawi	Arab	Democratic	Republic.	The	situation	with	Southern	Rhodesia	(the	modern-day
country	of	Zimbabwe)	was	also	a	little	bit	complicated.	Its	independence	was	declared	in	1965,	in	what	was	actually	the	first	unilateral	declaration	of	independence	from	the	British	since	the	United	States.	but	it	wasnt	not	recognised	until	as	late	1980.	After	the	decolonisation	of	Africa	was	completed	there	were	few	changes	to	the	continent	between
then	and	now.	There	were	still	3	more	countries	that	gained	their	independence,	but	not	from	the	Europeans.	In	1990,	what	used	to	be	the	German	colony	of	South	West	Africa,	gained	its	independence	from	South	Africa,	as	the	country	of	Namibia.	3	years	later,	Eritrea	gained	its	independence	from	Ethiopia.	And	finally,	we	reach	2011,	and	the	newest
internationally	recognised	country	in	the	world:	South	Sudan.	South	Sudan	was	admitted	to	the	UN	as	its	193rd	member,	as	a	referendum	showed	nearly	99%	support	for	independence.	Although	overall,	their	independence	was	far	from	peaceful.	Two	bloody	civil	wars	spanning	half	a	century	were	fought	between	the	north	and	south,	starting	four
months	before	Sudan	itself	gained	independence.	If	you	ever	see	a	map	hanging	on	a	wall,	you	can	instantly	check	if	its	pre-	or	post-2011	by	seeing	whether	or	not	it	displays	South	Sudan	as	an	independent	nation!	Now	moving	over	to	the	Middle	East,	starting	back	again	to	the	post-WWI	period.	The	first	change	was	in	1919	with	the	independence	of
Afghanistan	from	protected	status	under	Great	Britain,	after	Afghanistan	invaded	British	India	and	they	fought	a	very	brief	war.	Of	course,	the	biggest	changes	in	the	region	at	this	time	were	motivated	by	the	end	of	WWI	specifically,	the	collapse	of	the	Ottoman	Empire.	Most	of	their	former	territory	was	administered	through	the	newly	created
League	of	Nations	in	the	Mandate	system.	In	1920,	the	victorious	nations	prepared	plans	for	the	Mandate	for	Palestine	and	the	Mandate	for	Mesopotamia,	to	be	granted	to	the	British	as	well	as	the	Mandate	for	Syria	and	Lebanon,	to	be	granted	to	the	French.	However,	the	Mandate	for	Mesopotamia	was	never	established,	and	the	territory	east	of	the
Jordan	River,	was	removed	from	Mandatory	Palestine.	Both	became	British	protectorates	the	Kingdom	of	Iraq	and	the	Emirate	of	Transjordan.	Iraq	became	independent	just	11	years	later.	The	situation	in	the	Arabian	Peninsula	was	somewhat	different,	as	much	of	the	territory	had	broken	free	from	the	Ottomans,	often	with	British	support,	during
WWI.	In	1921,	the	Sultanate	of	Nejd	conquered	the	Emirate	of	Jabal	Shammar,	as	well	as	the	Kingdom	of	Hejaz	4	years	later.	This	led	to	the	establishment	of	a	dual	monarchy,	which	would	become	unified	as	the	Kingdom	of	Saudi	Arabia	in	1932.	The	interwar	period	saw	no	international	border	changes,	despite	significant	interethnic	and	anti-imperial
tensions.	However,	in	the	lead-up	to	the	war,	a	Turkish-majority	portion	of	the	French	Mandate	declared	itself	a	separate	state	and,	after	a	referendum,	disestablished	itself	and	joined	Turkey	as	Hatay	Province,	which	is	still	part	of	Turkey	to	this	day.	In	addition,	Lebanon	removed	itself	from	the	mandate	and	achieved	independence	from	France
during	the	course	of	the	Second	World	War.	The	end	of	the	war	brought	tremendous	changes	to	the	region,	starting	in	1946,	when	Jordan	and	Syria	gained	their	independence	from	the	British	and	French	mandates.	In	1947,	the	UN	General	Assembly	passed	Resolution	181,	a	plan	for	the	partition	of	the	British	Mandate	of	Palestine.	The	partition	was
to	establish	two	states,	one	Arab	state	and	one	Jewish	state,	along	with	a	Special	International	Regime	for	the	city	of	Jerusalem.	A	significant	majority	of	Arabs	in	Mandatory	Palestine,	as	well	the	surrounding	Arab	states,	were	against	the	partition	plan.	Using	the	resolution	as	a	legal	basis,	the	State	of	Israel	declared	its	independence	in	May	of	1948.
The	following	day,	the	surrounding	Arab	states	invaded.	The	war	lasted	nearly	10	months,	at	the	end	of	which	Israel	controlled	both	the	territory	set	aside	for	it	in	Resolution	181,	as	well	as	about	60%	of	the	territory	of	the	prospective	Palestinian	state.	The	Jordanians	held	the	West	Bank	of	the	Jordan	River,	including	the	eastern	part	of	Jerusalem,
while	the	Egyptians	were	in	control	of	the	Gaza	Strip.	Moving	swiftly	on	in	1958,	Egypt	and	Syria	briefly	formed	a	union:	the	United	Arab	Republic,	but	this	only	lasted	for	3	years	as	Syria	seceded	from	the	union	following	a	coup	d'tat.	Officially	though,	the	union	wasnt	actually	dissolved	until	1971,	but	for	a	whole	decade	it	was	well,	just	Egypt.	In
addition,	Kuwait	gained	its	independence	in	1961,	after	being	a	British	protectorate	since	1899	In	1967,	border	tensions	between	Israel	and	the	surrounding	states	led	to	the	Six	Day	War,	which	ended	with	a	decisive	Israeli	victory.	Israel	ended	the	war	in	control	of	the	Gaza	Strip,	the	Sinai	Peninsula,	the	West	Bank,	including	the	entirety	of
Jerusalem,	and	the	Golan	Heights.	In	the	same	year,	the	British	protectorate	and	federation	of	South	Arabia	declared	their	independence	as	South	Yemen.	Four	countries	gained	their	independence	from	the	United	Kingdom	in	1971,	ending	British	influence	in	the	Middle	East.	Bahrain,	Qatar,	the	United	Arab	Emirates,	and	Oman.	In	the	Camp	David
Accords	of	1978,	Israel	agreed	to	return	the	Sinai	Peninsula	to	Egypt,	with	their	full	withdrawal	being	completed	in	1982.	Later	on,	in	1988,	the	Palestinian	Liberation	Organisation	proclaimed	the	State	of	Palestine	as	independent,	which,	today	is	an	observer	state	of	the	United	Nations,	with	the	West	Bank	and	the	Gaza	Strip	as	its	recognised
territory.	The	international	community	is	still	split	on	the	question	of	Palestinian	sovereignty.	And	finally,	in	the	year	1990,	North	and	South	Yemen	which	should	probably	be	called	West	and	East	Yemen,	really,	united	to	form	the	Republic	of	Yemen.	Now,	moving	on	to	the	rest	of	Asia	and	we	start	with	Germany	ceding	the	Mariana	Islands	in	the	North
Pacific	to	Japan	after	WWI.	In	1931,	Japan	sought	to	expand	their	influence	by	invading	Manchuria,	in	what	led	to	conflict	between	Japan	and	China	that	would	last	until	the	end	of	WWII.	Japan	created	a	puppet	state	in	the	area	called	Manchukuo.	As	Japan	proceeded	to	capture	yet	more	Chinese	land	in	1937,	they	created	even	more	puppet	states	on
the	mainland,	merging	them	in	1940.	Over	the	course	of	WWII,	Japan	would	capture	a	lot	of	territory	throughout	the	Pacific,	however	the	terms	of	their	surrender	in	1945	stated	that	"Japanese	sovereignty	shall	be	limited	to	the	islands	of	Honshu,	Hokkaido,	Kyushu,	Shikoku,	and	such	minor	islands	as	we	determine".	This	meant	that	not	only	were
their	conquests	of	the	last	decade	reversed,	but	also,	Japan	had	to	relinquish	control	over	both	Korea	and	Taiwan,	both	of	which	had	been	captured	even	before	the	First	World	War.	Japan	was	temporarily	occupied	by	the	Allied	Powers,	as	was	Korea,	which	was	split	at	the	38th	parallel,	with	the	Soviet	Union	controlling	the	north,	and	the	United
States	controlling	the	south	In	1946,	the	Philippines	gained	its	independence	from	the	United	States	on,	not	coincidentally,	the	fourth	of	July.	This	was	celebrated	as	their	independence	day	until	it	was	later	changed	to	12th	of	June,	the	date	of	their	independence	from	Spain	in	1898.	In	1947,	British	India	was	divided	into	two	separate	dominions:	India
and	Pakistan.	The	Princely	States	(which	were	under	the	suzerainty	of	the	British	Crown)	were	given	the	choice	of	which	dominion	they	wished	to	join.	The	split	was	mainly	along	the	lines	of	religious	beliefs,	with	India	being	predominantly	Hindu,	and	Pakistan	predominantly	Muslim.	In	1948,	both	Burma	and	Ceylon	(renamed	Sri	Lanka)	gained	their
independence	from	Great	Britain.	In	the	same	year,	in	a	similar	situation	to	post-WWII	Germany,	a	temporary	split	became	more	permanent,	with	the	establishment	of	two	separate	Korean	republics.	The	split	eventually	developed	into	a	Cold	War	proxy	conflict	that	lasted	for	3	years,	resulting	in	only	a	minor	change	to	their	original	common	border.
Unlike	Germany	though,	Korea	still	remains	divided.	Meanwhile,	over	in	China,	the	Chinese	Civil	war	was	ongoing,	and	in	1949	the	Nationalist	government	of	the	Republic	of	China	was	forced	to	flee	to	the	island	of	Taiwan,	with	the	victorious	communists	proclaiming	the	Peoples	Republic	of	China.	International	recognition	eventually	shifted	towards
the	Peoples	Republic,	and	even	to	the	present	day	the	nationalist	government	remains	in	Taiwan,	as	a	de	facto	independent	country,	but	with	a	complicated	and	controversial	political	status.	Anyway,	moving	onto	1952,	and	re-establishment	of	an	independent	Japan,	as	the	Allies	ended	their	military	occupation.	In	the	same	year,	Laos	and	Cambodia
gained	their	independence	from	French	Indochina,	which	was	dissolved	in	the	following	year	by	the	Geneva	Accords,	which	granted	independence	to	Vietnam,	and	provisionally	split	it	between	north	and	south.	For	years,	the	border	area	between	India,	China,	and	Pakistan	had	been	cause	for	dispute.	In	1962,	a	brief	war	between	China	and	India	gave
China	control	of	the	disputed	Aksai	Chin	region,	and	in	the	following	year,	Pakistan	granted	a	tract	of	land	to	China,	despite	it	also	being	claimed	by	India.	Also	in	1963,	Singapore,	North	Borneo,	Sarawak	and	the	Federation	of	Malaya	joined	to	form	the	country	of	Malaysia.	Two	years	later	though,	Singapore	withdrew,	becoming	its	own	independent
country	In	1971,	Bengali	nationalism	led	to	a	9-month	war	of	independence,	as	East	Pakistan	became	the	Peoples	Republic	of	Bangladesh.	In	1975,	the	Portuguese	colony	of	East	Timor	declared	its	independence.	However,	just	10	days	later,	it	was	invaded	by	Indonesia,	who	then	annexed	it	after	the	conflict	was	over.	In	the	same,	after	nearly	20	years
of	conflict,	the	Vietnam	War	came	to	an	end.	The	US-backed	South	Vietnam	lost	to	the	communist	north,	and	Vietnam	was	reunited.	After	the	Vietnam	War,	there	were	no	more	major	changes	to	the	map	of	Asia	Brunei	gained	independence	from	the	UK	in	1983;	Hong	Kong	and	Macau	were	returned	to	China	from	the	UK	and	Portugal	in	1997	and	9,
respectively,	and	East	Timor	gained	its	independence	again,	this	time	from	Indonesia,	after	a	3-year	UN	transitional	administration.	The	last	border	change	Im	going	to	talk	about	was	a	major	land	exchange	between	India	and	Bangladesh.	The	two	countries	had,	for	decades,	what	was	unquestionably	the	most	complex	international	border	in	the	entire
world,	with	literally	hundreds	of	enclaves	and	exclaves.	The	border	was	drastically	simplified	in	2015.	And	finally,	Im	going	to	finish	off	this	video	by	looking	at	the	rest	of	the	world	the	Americas	and	Oceania,	which	Ive	grouped	together	because,	comparably,	there	were	so	few	changes.	The	changes	in	these	parts	of	the	world	are	dominated	by	the
decolonisation	of	the	British	Empire,	starting	with	Samoa	in	1962,	until	St.	Kitts	and	Nevis	in	1983.	Other	countries	include:	Nauru	from	a	UN	trusteeship,	Papua	New	Guinea	from	Australia,	Suriname	from	the	Netherlands,	and	three	South	Pacific	Nations	from	the	United	States	in	more	recent	years.	Other	than	that,	there	have	mostly	been	fairly
minor	changes.	In	the	Americas	Peru	ceded	a	large	portion	of	land	in	the	Amazon	rainforest	to	Colombia	A	border	dispute	between	Chile	and	Peru	was	finally	sorted,	having	arisen	from	a	war	that	ended	46	years	earlier!	France	annexed	Isla	de	la	Pasin	as	Clipperton	Island	A	ceasefire	between	Paraguay	and	Bolivia	awarded	Paraguay	territory	which
had	been	taken	during	the	Chaco	War	Peru	gained	territory	from	Ecuador	after	an	extended	border	dispute	and	a	6-month	war	A	treaty	between	Costa	Rica	and	Panama	established	their	modern-day	borders	The	Dominion	of	Newfoundland	joined	Canada	after	two	referendums	on	its	future	And	finally,	a	border	dispute	between	Chile	and	Argentina
was	defined	by	arbitration	by	Queen	Elizabeth	II	Annnnd	in	Oceania:	Germanys	colonies	were	ceded	to	Britain,	Australia,	and	New	Zealand	after	WWI	The	Australian	territories	of	Papua	and	New	Guinea	merged	into	one	territory,	later	becoming	the	country	of	Papua	New	Guinea	The	Cocos	Islands	and	Christmas	Island	were	transferred	from
Singapore	to	Australia	Western	Papua	became	part	of	Indonesia	under	the	1969	Act	of	Free	Choice,	after	it	had	been	captured	from	the	Dutch	several	years	earlier	And	finally,	while	not	actually	an	international	border,	Kiribati	changed	its	time	zones,	dramatically	changing	the	international	date	line,	to	an	awkward	eastern	panhandle	which	extends
to	UTC+14	Sometimes	its	be	easy	to	forget	that	the	world	map	being	more	or	less	stable	is	a	very	recent	phenomenon.	However,	the	last	100	years	have	seen	two	world	wars,	the	rise	and	fall	of	communism,	and	widespread	decolonisation,	which	dramatically	reshaped	the	geopolitical	landscape.	Going	forward	we	can	only	hope	that	any	future	border
changes	are	because	of	the	will	of	the	people,	and	without	any	bloodshed.	This	video	is	brought	to	you	by	Squarespace.	Do	you	need	to	create	your	own	website	but	dont	know	how.	Maybe	you	want	your	own	online	store.	With	Squarespace,	its	easy.	You	can	create	a	beautiful	website	with	templates	from	world-class	designers.	Theres	so	much	you	can
do	with	Squarespace,	just	to	name	a	few,	you	can:	showcase	your	work,	publish	your	content	(a	blog,	for	example),	you	can	sell	products	or	services,	promote	events	or	projects,	or	just	turn	a	cool	idea	into	a	website.	With	all	the	tools	youll	need	to	create	your	own	beautiful	website,	head	to	Squarespace.com	forward-slash	wonderwhy	to	get	a	14-day
free	trial,	and	when	youre	ready	to	launch,	use	the	offer	code	WONDERWHY	to	save	10%	on	your	first	purchase.	A	massive	thank	you	to	Squarespace	for	their	continued	support	of	this	channel,	and	thank	you	so	much	for	watching.	Map	of	most	or	all	of	the	surface	of	the	EarthThis	article	is	about	maps	of	Earth.	For	other	uses,	see	World	map
(disambiguation).A	world	map	on	the	Winkel	tripel	projection,a	low-error	map	projection[1]	adopted	by	the	National	Geographic	Society	for	reference	mapsNASA's	Blue	Marble	Next	Generation,	a	composite	of	cloud-free	satellite	imagesA	world	map	is	a	map	of	most	or	all	of	the	surface	of	Earth.	World	maps,	because	of	their	scale,	must	deal	with	the
problem	of	projection.	Maps	rendered	in	two	dimensions	by	necessity	distort	the	display	of	the	three-dimensional	surface	of	the	Earth.	While	this	is	true	of	any	map,	these	distortions	reach	extremes	in	a	world	map.	Many	techniques	have	been	developed	to	present	world	maps	that	address	diverse	technical	and	aesthetic	goals.[2]Charting	a	world	map
requires	global	knowledge	of	the	Earth,	its	oceans,	and	its	continents.	From	prehistory	through	the	Middle	Ages,	creating	an	accurate	world	map	would	have	been	impossible	because	less	than	half	of	Earth's	coastlines	and	only	a	small	fraction	of	its	continental	interiors	were	known	to	any	culture.	With	exploration	that	began	during	the	European
Renaissance,	knowledge	of	the	Earth's	surface	accumulated	rapidly,	such	that	most	of	the	world's	coastlines	had	been	mapped,	at	least	roughly,	by	the	mid-1700s	and	the	continental	interiors	by	the	twentieth	century.Maps	of	the	world	generally	focus	either	on	political	features	or	on	physical	features.	Political	maps	emphasize	territorial	boundaries
and	human	settlement.	Physical	maps	show	geographical	features	such	as	mountains,	soil	type,	or	land	use.	Geological	maps	show	not	only	the	surface,	but	characteristics	of	the	underlying	rock,	fault	lines,	and	subsurface	structures.	Choropleth	maps	use	color	hue	and	intensity	to	contrast	differences	between	regions,	such	as	demographic	or
economic	statistics.Further	information:	Map	projectionSee	also:	List	of	map	projectionsAll	world	maps	are	based	on	one	of	several	map	projections,	or	methods	of	representing	a	globe	on	a	plane.	All	projections	distort	geographic	features,	distances,	and	directions	in	some	way.	The	various	map	projections	that	have	been	developed	provide	different
ways	of	balancing	accuracy	and	the	unavoidable	distortion	inherent	in	making	world	maps.Perhaps	the	best-known	projection	is	the	Mercator	Projection,	originally	designed	as	a	nautical	chart.Mercator	projection(showing	between	82S	and	82N)Mollweide	projectionB.J.S.	Cahill	Butterfly	Map,	1909,	from	1919	pamphletPolar	azimuthal	equidistant
projectionA	south-up	mapPacific-centric	map(more	commonly	used	in	East	Asian	and	Oceania	countries)GallPeters	projection,	an	equal-area	map	projectionRobinson	projection,	formerly	used	by	National	Geographic	SocietyFurther	information:	Thematic	mapA	thematic	map	shows	geographical	information	about	one	or	a	few	focused	subjects.	These
maps	"can	portray	physical,	social,	political,	cultural,	economic,	sociological,	agricultural,	or	any	other	aspects	of	a	city,	state,	region,	nation,	or	continent".[3]Clickable	world	map(with	climate	classification)A	simple	political	map	of	the	worldA	simple	physical	map	of	the	worldTopographical	map	of	the	worldCountries	by	GNI	per	capita	growthUnited
Nations	Human	Development	Index	by	country	as	of	2016World	map	showing	life	expectancyPopulation	density(people	per	km2)	by	countryVolcano	mapWorld	map	showing	the	continents	circa	200	million	years	ago	(Triassic	period)Satellite	image	of	Earth	at	nightFurther	information:	Early	world	mapsEarly	world	maps	cover	depictions	of	the	world
from	the	Iron	Age	to	the	Age	of	Discovery	and	the	emergence	of	modern	geography	during	the	early	modern	period.	Old	maps	provide	information	about	places	that	were	known	in	past	times,	as	well	as	the	philosophical	and	cultural	basis	of	the	map,	which	were	often	much	different	from	modern	cartography.	Maps	are	one	means	by	which	scientists
distribute	their	ideas	and	pass	them	on	to	future	generations.[4]Hypothetical	reconstruction	of	the	world	map	of	Anaximander	(610546	BC)World	map	according	to	Posidonius	(150130	BC),drawn	in	1628Ideal	reconstruction	of	medieval	T-and-O	maps	(from	Meyers	Konversationslexikon,	1895)(Asia	shown	on	the	right)Tabula	Rogeriana	world	map	by
Muhammad	al-Idrisi	in	1154north	is	to	the	bottomCantino	planisphere:	Portuguese	world	map	from	1502World	map	in	Octant	projection	(1514),	from	Leonardo	da	Vinci's	Windsor	papersThe	world,	Abraham	Ortelius's	Typus	Orbis	Terrarum,	first	published	in	1564World	map	by	Gerardus	Mercator	(1569),	first	map	in	the	well-known	Mercator
projectionKunyu	Wanguo	Quantu	(Ming	dynasty,	1602)1652	world	mapby	Claes	Janszoon	VisscherA	historical	map	of	the	world	by	Gerard	van	Schagen,	1689	Maps	portalGeography	portalWorld	portalWikimedia	Commons	has	media	related	to	Maps	of	the	world.Wikimedia	Commons	has	media	related	to	Category:Maps	of	the	world.Wikipedia's
clickable	world	mapGlobal	Map	a	set	of	digital	maps	developed	by	National	Geospatial	Information	Authorities	(NGIAs)	in	the	worldGlobe	spherical	models	of	EarthInternational	Map	of	the	World	an	international	project	in	the	20th	centuryList	of	map	projectionsList	of	world	map	changesMappa	mundi	medieval	European	maps	of	the	worldRhumbline
network	navigational	aid	drawn	on	mapsTheorema	Egregium	a	geometric	theoremTime	zone^	Large-Scale	Distortions	in	Map	Projections	Archived	16	February	2016	at	the	Wayback	Machine,	2007,	David	M.	Goldberg	&	J.	Richard	Gott	III,	2007,	V42	N4.^	American	Cartographic	Association's	Committee	on	Map	Projections	(1988).	Choosing	a	World
Map.	Falls	Church:	American	Congress	on	Surveying	and	Mapping.	pp.12.^	Thematic	Maps	Archived	7	September	2012	at	the	Wayback	Machine	Map	Collection	&	Cartographic	Information	Services	Unit.	University	Library,	University	of	Washington.	Accessed	27	December	2009.^	"History	of	maps	and	cartography".	emporia.edu.	Archived	from	the
original	on	9	July	2011.	Retrieved	17	October	2007.Edson,	Evelyn	(2011).	The	World	Map,	13001492:	The	Persistence	of	Tradition	and	Transformation.	JHU	Press.	ISBN1421404303Harvey,	P.	D.	A.	(2006).	The	Hereford	world	map:	medieval	world	maps	and	their	context.	British	Library.	ISBN0712347607Retrieved	from	"	sharper	detail,	more	accurate
color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to
your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,
and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.
Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow
ondemand.Watch	NowThe	geography	of	the	world	can	be	defined	through	maps,	which	gained	their	definition	after	the	14th	century.	These	maps	are	laid	out	in	two-dimensional	colourful	patterns,	with	drawn	lines	on	paper	and	detailing	that	helps	us	find	answers	to	geographical	curiosities.	Indeed,	they	are	the	most	definitive	tools	for	tracing	any
location.However,	there	is	limited	information	about	the	fact	that	long	political	revolutions,	countless	deaths,	and	the	arduous	journeys	of	explorers	are	behind	the	geographical	boundaries	we	see	today.A	map	is	not	merely	a	depiction	of	the	boundaries	between	modern	nation-states;	it	is	deeply	influenced	by	the	perspective	of	its	creator.	Another
aspect	revolves	around	the	history	of	the	world	that	is	somehow	embedded	within	it.	The	world	map	of	today	also	takes	us	back	to	a	time	when	humans	were	in	a	race	of	exploration,	altering	the	boundaries	of	nation-states.	In	its	visual	form,	we	see	the	world	as	a	whole,	we	explore	it,	and	it	fosters	new	fantasies	within	us.	The	world	map	of	today	has
travelled	its	journey	from	the	Renaissance	of	Europe	(18th	century	map)	(Image:	Wikimedia	Commons)The	exhibition	of	world	maps	at	the	British	Library	in	2016	outlined	the	evolution	of	the	world	map,	showcasing	maps	that	depicted	the	situation	during	the	Second	World	War	when	the	Nazis	sought	to	distribute	the	land	according	to	their	plans	and
decide	the	fate	of	the	world.Whether	it	was	the	naval	map	of	the	British	Empire	or	the	map	drawn	by	Maurice	Gomberg,	which	portrayed	the	world	order	as	the	Americans	envisioned	it	post-World	War	II,	each	of	these	maps	provides	us	with	clues	to	the	gradual	unfolding	of	world	history.TRACING	THE	OLDEST	MAPThe	Imago	Mundi,	dating	back	to
the	6th	century	BCE,	is	the	oldest	known	world	map	and	offers	a	rare	glimpse	into	ancient	perspectives	on	the	Earth	and	the	heavens.	The	Babylonian	map,	believed	to	date	from	around	500	BCE,	is	a	clay	tablet	that	depicts	the	world	as	it	was	understood	at	that	time.This	ancient	piece	of	cartography,	etched	onto	the	clay	surface,	provides	a	rare
glimpse	into	the	geographical	knowledge	and	worldview	of	the	Babylonians.	The	clay	tablet	is	currently	housed	in	the	British	Museum.The	map	features	two	concentric	circles	with	triangular	shapes	extending	outward,	representing	the	known	world	at	that	time.	This	ancient	piece	of	cartography	provides	invaluable	insight	into	how	our	ancestors
viewed	their	world.	Oldest	found	version	of	the	world	map	(Image:	British	Library)In	a	significant	development	in	the	field	of	cartography,	Ptolemy	was	the	first	to	apply	latitude	and	longitude	coordinates	to	map	countries	in	his	work	Geographia.However,	after	Ptolemy,	there	was	a	long	period	with	no	notable	advancements	in	map-making.	His	work
was	rediscovered	and	reconstructed	in	the	15th	century,	laying	the	foundation	for	cartography	during	the	Middle	Ages.1050:	HEAVENLY	VIEW	OF	THE	MAPIt	took	over	a	thousand	years	for	another	significant	world	map	to	emerge.	In	1050,	Spanish	monk	Beatus	of	Libana	created	the	quintessential	mediaeval	T-and-O	Beatus	map.This	map	depicted
continents	such	as	Africa,	Asia,	and	Europe,	but	its	focus	was	largely	on	biblical	locations.	At	that	time,	the	world	was	perceived	more	in	terms	of	civilisation	than	of	countries	or	states.	One	of	the	earliest	maps	found	(Image:	Wikimedia	Commons)1154:	REVERSED	WORLD	VIEW	In	1154,	the	Arabic	geographer	Muhammad	al-Idrisi	crafted	one	of	the
most	advanced	mediaeval	world	maps,	the	Tabula	Rogeriana,	for	King	Roger	II	of	Sicily.The	map,	which	translates	to	'The	Book	of	Pleasant	Journeys	into	Faraway	Lands,'	was	revolutionary	in	its	use	of	information	from	travellers	and	merchants.Notably,	the	original	map	was	oriented	with	the	south	at	the	top,	which	is	why	modern	depictions	often
appear	upside	down.1375:	ZENITH	OF	MEDIAEVAL	CARTOGRAPHY	The	Jewish	cartographer	Abraham	Cresques,	along	with	his	son,	created	the	Catalan	Atlas	in	1375	for	Prince	John	of	Aragon.This	map,	considered	one	of	the	most	significant	of	the	mediaeval	period,	covers	the	East	and	West,	from	the	Strait	of	Gibraltar	to	the	far	reaches	of	Asia.It
includes	many	Indian	and	Chinese	cities,	identified	through	the	voyages	of	explorers	like	Marco	Polo	and	Sir	John	Mandeville.	Martin	Waldseemller's	world	map,	including	inset	maps	of	Ptolemy's	Old	World	and	Amerigo	Vespucci's	account	of	the	New	World	1507	CE	(Image:	Wikimedia	Commons)AGE	OF	DISCOVERY	AND	BEYOND	With	the	dawn	of
the	Age	of	Discovery,	maps	began	to	more	closely	resemble	the	world	as	we	know	it	today.In	1599,	English	mathematician	and	cartographer	Edward	Wright	perfected	the	Mercator	projection,	a	method	that	takes	the	Earth's	curvature	into	account.Known	as	the	Wright-Molyneux	world	map,	this	linear	representation	quickly	became	the	standard	for
navigation.	China's	illustration	of	the	world	map	in	mediaeval	timesFrom	1778	to	1832,	the	invention	of	the	marine	chronometer	revolutionised	marine	navigation,	enabling	ships	to	accurately	determine	both	longitude	and	latitude.Jacques-Nicolas	Bellin,	a	French	geographer,	created	highly	accurate	world	maps	and	nautical	charts	during	this	period.
His	designs	prioritised	functionality	over	the	decorative	flourishes	typical	of	earlier	cartographers.Finally,	Adolf	Stieler,	a	German	cartographer	and	lawyer,	produced	Stielers	Handatlas,	which	became	the	leading	German	world	atlas	until	the	mid-20th	century.His	maps	were	renowned	for	being	regularly	updated	with	discoveries,	making	them	among
the	most	reliable	of	their	time.GERMAN	CONTRIBUTIONS	TO	CARTOGRAPHY	The	12th	century	saw	the	emergence	of	scientific	topographies	with	more	detailed	maps.	One	of	the	earliest	precise	map	arrangements	was	made	by	Flemish	cartographer	Gerardus	Mercator.Mercator,	who	never	travelled	himself,	relied	on	information	provided	by	sailors
and	travellers,	combined	with	his	imaginative	skills,	to	draw	his	maps.He	was	the	first	to	solve	the	problem	of	representing	the	spherical	Earth	on	a	flat	surface	by	increasing	the	spacing	between	latitudes	as	they	approached	the	poles,	a	method	still	used	in	the	21st	century	for	global	navigation.BRITISH	SUPREMACY	From	the	20th	century	onwards,
the	science	of	mapping	became	increasingly	sophisticated.	The	political	changes	of	the	century	led	to	the	birth	of	several	new	nation-states,	which	were	reflected	in	the	evolving	maps	of	the	time.One	of	the	earliest	attempts	at	world	mapping	during	this	period	was	by	the	British	Navy	in	1901.	Image:	GettyUnderneath,	statistics	highlighted	the
greatness	of	the	navy	and	its	annual	financial	contributions.Writing	for	the	British	Librarys	website,	curator	Tom	Harper	noted,	"The	fact	that	it	is	dedicated	to	the	children	of	the	British	Empire	proves	its	intended	appeal	to	those	future	administrators	of	the	Empire."GERMANS	AND	THE	POST-WORLD	WAR	I	MAPThe	First	World	War	ended	in	1919
with	the	victory	of	the	Allied	Powers	(Great	Britain,	France,	America,	and	Russia)	and	the	defeat	of	the	Axis	Powers	(Germany,	Italy,	and	Japan).The	Treaty	of	Versailles,	signed	on	June	28,	1919,	forced	the	defeated	powers	to	accept	full	responsibility	for	the	wars	damage.	This	map,	crafted	by	a	German	cartographer,	offers	a	clever	critique	of	the
treaty,	challenging	the	victors	on	the	fate	of	the	territories	that	once	belonged	to	their	empires	(Image:	British	Library)Germany	was	compelled	to	relinquish	its	overseas	territories,	which	were	deemed	to	have	the	right	to	self-determination.A	German	cartographer	created	a	map	titled	Was	von	der	Entente	brig	bliebe,	wenn	sie	Ernst	machte	mit	dem
Selbstbestimmungsrecht	ihrer	eigenen	Vlker	und	die	Zgel	losliee	("What	would	be	left	of	the	Entente	if	they	were	serious	about	their	own	peoples	right	of	self-determination	and	let	go	of	the	reins!"),	a	witty	critique	of	the	victors	stance	on	self-determination.HOW	AMERICA	ENVISIONED	THE	WORLD	MAP	World	War	II	shifted	global	power	dynamics,
with	the	United	States	emerging	as	a	dominant	force.	The	Americans	sought	to	shape	the	world	according	to	their	vision,	where	a	few	nations	would	lead	in	maintaining	global	order.This	approach	resulted	in	a	distinctive	view	of	the	world.	One	such	interpretation	was	the	map	published	in	1942	by	American	cartographer	Maurice	Gomberg,	which
presented	an	American	vision	of	post-war	world	order.	The	footer	of	the	map	outlined	how	America	envisioned	the	world,	reflecting	its	desired	global	order	(Image:	British	Library)Thus,	the	evolution	of	world	maps	is	not	just	a	matter	of	geographical	representation	but	a	reflection	of	the	shifting	political,	cultural,	and	ideological	landscapes
throughout	history.These	maps	offer	invaluable	insights	into	the	minds	of	their	creators	and	the	historical	contexts	in	which	they	were	produced.-	Ends
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