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How can financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesHow can
financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesHow can financial
brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' Favorites The Bible is a book of deep
value for individuals who follow the Christian faith. The Bible, often known as God’s Word, is a rich book full of lessons and insights on what it means to live one’s life as God intended. It is made up of numerous works that blend a wide range of literary types such as historical events, tales, letters, and poetry to produce a cohesive whole.Many people
think the Bible is one, single book, but that is not the case. How many books are in the Christian Bible, then? This blog will list down the number of books the Bible contains, and the two major sections these books are divided into.How Many Books are in the Christian Bible? There are two major parts of the Bible, The Old Testament, which has 39
books, and the New Testament, which has 27 books. In total, the Bible consists of 66 books.Part 1: The Old TestamentFrom the beginning of time till the birth of Jesus, the Old Testament records everything. Its 39 volumes recount Israel’s ancient history and serve as the Jews and Christian faiths’ moral teachings and foundation. The Old Testament is
the most important section of the Christian biblical canon, and it’s based mostly on the 24 books of Tanakh (the old Bible), an out-of-date classification of the Israelites’ purely Hebrew literature. The New Testament, penned in common Greek, is the second section of the Christian Bible.Many distinct volumes produced by various authors over the
centuries make up the Old Testament. The Pentateuch (first five books related to Jewish law) tell the back story of the Israelites, from their accomplishments in Canaan to their surrender and alienation in Babylon. The books enforce investigations about right and wrong around the globe in a different structure, and the manuscript of the biblical
prophets, alerting and reminding everyone of the repercussions of rejection and the wrath of God.The books that makeup Old Testament groups and their prerequisites and names differ depending on which denomination you belong to, in Christianity. There are up to 49 books in the Oriental and Eastern Orthodox Ordinances, 46 books in the Catholic
denomination, and 39 books in the most well-known and common Protestant denomination.Although Catholicism has 46 books in the old testament, they have similar 39 books to Protestantism, just the order of the books is different, as well as the text in some places.The Old Testament also contains some Deuterocanonical. Deuterocanonical are the
books that weren’t a part of the original Canon of Hebrew but do have Jewish backgrounds and roots. Usually, Protestants do not include these scriptures in their Bible, but some denominations of the Protestants, like Lutherans and Anglicans, tend to place them in a separate section and do include them.Part 2: The New TestamentThe New Testament
is the Bible’s second major portion, and it spans the time period following the Old Testament. It is thought to have been penned between 50 and 100 AD. This part contains 27 books.The second section of the Christian scriptural canon is called the New Testament. It discusses Jesus’ teachings and personal lessons, exactly as it did in first-century
Christianity. The perspective that the New Testament brings, coupled with the biggest component of the Christian Bible known, the Old Testament to bring in the Hebrew origins and roots, is considered sacred by every denomination of Christianity.The New Testament is a collection of Christian literature written in ancient Greek by multiple authors
at different points in time. While Old Testament standards are debatable according to different Christian denominations, the New Testament, comprising of a 27-book canon, has been followed by all Christian denominations since the period of late Antiquity, at the least.The New Testament is made up of 27 books that are used in practically all
Christian practices today, be it any denomination. Out of these 27 books, 4 are stories giving a piece of good news, that is, John, Mathew, Luke, and mark. The rest of the books include the seven letters, stories of the lives of apostles, and the revelations.There is no unanimous decision by the researchers on how recent the latest scriptures of the
second section of the Bible were composed. Every book of the New Testament section was dated to be written prior to AD 70, according to multiple famous researchers like William Albright and Dan Wallace. Many scholars and researchers date some New Testament passages much later than this as well, placing the dates on which the books might
have been composed, in the mid-to-late second century, about the time the core New Testament canon was published. Two of the researchers who say this are Richard Pervo and David Trobisch. According to the New Edition of the Bible published by Oxford with annotations, researchers and historians agree that the Gospels were written between 40-
60 years after Jesus’ death. They are not eyewitness accounts to Jesus’ life and education, nor are they any records of it.Our Final ThoughtsKnowing which part of the Bible contains what books and chapters will help you understand the messages and commands in it in a better way. It’s also important for new learners, or people exploring the religion,
to know what part of the Bible offers what message, and the relevant books if they want to look up specific teachings or rulings from the Bible. We hope this blog on how many books are in the Christian Bible, as well as the additional recommended books for your better understanding and comprehension, help you understand the messages of the
Scripture with ease. Written with the divine guidance of the Holy Spirit by shepherds, prophets, nobility, and more, the Bible has inspired laws, influenced culture, and uplifted billions in faith over three millennia.The Bible is the most-read book of all time, surpassing favorites such as The Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, and even classics like The
Diary of Anne Frank and To Kill a Mockingbird. Business Insider records that the Bible has sold 3.9 billion copies over the last 50 years, while the Harry Potter series has sold 400 million copies.What about the Bible has made it the book to “turn to” for the last half-century? It is a book with various translations and even different representations
among the Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant faiths. The Book of Hebrews states it best when explaining why the Word of God is something everyone is drawn to:For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart,
(Hebrews 4:12).Let’s journey through the origins of the Bible, learning how the Bible has affected countless people's lives and has become the foundational building blocks for the leading faiths in our world today.The modern Protestant Bible consists of 66 books with two distinct sections: The Old Testament (39 books) and the New Testament (27
books). The two sections are arranged this way to highlight the birth of Jesus, with the Old Testament sharing the emerging prophecies of the Messiah and Jesus’ actual birth, death, and resurrection taking place at the start of the New Testament with the Four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).The Old Testament canon of Scripture is that of
the Septuagint, which was the Bible of the Apostles. Other Christian communions through the years have deviated somewhat from this apostolic canon which the Orthodox Church still uses. The canon of the New Testament was developed over the early centuries of the Church, and the first known listing in its final form is the Paschal Letter of
Athanasius of Alexandria in A.D. 367.Different Canons of the BibleProtestant Canon: 66 Bible BooksCatholic Canon: 73 Bible BooksOrthodox Canon: 81 Bible Books (See the Septuagint Bible with Apocrypha)About 50 versions of the English Bible are in circulation, with revised versions well into the hundreds. The most popular Bible translation is that
of the King James Version, which is also public domain and doesn’t require obtaining permission to reprint Scripture verses in published books. Bible Study Tools even has a list of the best-known versions and translations of the Bible for readers to peruse, with a brief explanation of each version.Old and New Testament Books of the BibleBrowse and
read the Books of the Bible.Old Testament BooksGenesisExodusLeviticusNumbersDeuteronomyJoshuaJudgesRuth1l Samuel2 Samuell Kings2 Kings1 Chronicles2 ChroniclesEzraNehemiahEstherJobPsalmsProverbsEcclesiastesSong of
SolomonlsaiahJeremiahLamentationsEzekielDanielHoseaJoelAmosObadiahJonahMicahNahumHabakkukZephaniahHaggaiZechariahMalachiNew Testament BooksMatthewMarkLukeJohnActsRomans1 Corinthians2 CorinthiansGalatiansEphesiansPhilippiansColossians1 Thessalonians2 Thessalonians1 Timothy2 TimothyTitusPhilemonHebrewsJames1
Peter2 Peterl John2 John3 JohnJudeRevelationDifference Between the Hebrew and Protestant BibleHow the Bible was established to include what it does of stories and parables is part of the canonization process, which is, initially, a Christian communion performed by the Roman Catholic Church (as well as the Eastern Orthodox Church) to appoint
selected deceased members of the church into the determined canon, or list, to be considered a saint in the church.The same process was applied to determine what books of the Bible would be included, whether the Spirit inspired them or not, to be the authorized Word of God. It comes from the Greek word “kanon,” which means reed or
measurement.The Hebrew Bible consists of 24 books, believed to be determined by the councils of Jamnia in AD 90 and 118 as the list of books to be part of the Bible. There is still debate over what all the council selected to be canonized as the Bible, as this council has only been mentioned in ancient Hebrew writings. No confirmation has been found
that this council existed or what they canonized. It is believed the Hebrew Bible was written between 1200 and 100 BC and has been in its current form since the second century BC.The believed criteria used to determine what books were canonized as the Word of God may have included prophetic authorship (text written by an apostle or prophet),
inner witnesses of the Holy Spirit, eyewitness testimonies, and the final acceptance of the book by the people. Since Jesus’ disciples were eyewitnesses to Jesus’ actions and words, they were the ones to give authorization for the New Testament and whether something was divinely inspired.The Hebrew Bible and the Protestant Bible have the same
content in the Old Testament, but the organization is different. For example, the Hebrew Bible has one book of Samuel, while the Protestant Bible has two. Primarily for those of Jewish faith, especially Messianic Jews, the first five books of the Bible are the Torah (or Pentateuch) and the main asset of the Bible, detailing how God chose Abraham to be
the father of many nations and established the Law (Ten Commandments) as the way to live for God.Difference Between the Protestant and Catholic BibleThe Protestant Bible comprises much of the Hebrew Bible but organizes the stories into a larger collection than its Jewish predecessor. While the Hebrew Bible was formed entirely from ancient
scrolls (24 for each book), the Protestant Bible combines the Hebrew Bible with the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible written in the third and second century BC.The Eastern/Greek Orthodox Church may use the New King James Version or other translations that allow more of the Greek translation to be used, coupled with their
belief that the Bible’s New Testament, with the story of Jesus, is precedent over the Old Testament. The Catholic Bible consists of 46 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament (which is the same NT as the Protestant Bible).The additional Old Testament sections in the Catholic Bible are Tobit, Judith, Wisdom of Solomon,
Ecclesiasticus (Sirach), Baruch (includes Letters of Jeremiah), I and II Maccabees, and additional sections for the books of Daniel and Esther. Those of the Catholic faith believe what is in their Bible was canonized by the Synod of Rome council and the early church in AD 382.1t was decided several years later, during the Reformation, by Protestants to
follow more of the Greek translations of the Bible instead of the entire Hebrew Bible, which had been canonized and accepted in the original King James Bible by the Catholic Church.Thus, the Apocrypha is present in the Catholic Bible as a collection of books not found in the Protestant Bible. They can be found in the original 1611 King James Bible
but were pulled from the Bible in 1885 and named “deuterocanonical books.”Other Bible Translations for Other FaithsJehovah’s Witnesses use their own version of the Bible, the New World Translation of Holy Scriptures, which they believe is more accurate, clearer, and has God’s name listed as they believe it should in the text. Before this version,
Jehovah’s Witnesses heavily consorted to the King James Bible.For Mormons, there are four books they hold as the Word of God: The Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus Christ (which has believed records of how God interacted with people of America from 2000 BC to 400 AD), the King James Bible, the Doctrine and Covenants (collection of
declarations about the formation and regulation of the Church of Jesus Christ in the last days), and The Pearl of Great Price (writings from Mormon church founder Joseph Smith).What Does This Mean?The debate over using canonized Scripture or more Greek translation-infused Scripture will continue as more people gravitate to reading and studying
the Bible and the truth of the Holy Trinity.What is hoped is readers find a translation that allows their relationship with God to bloom and strengthen their awareness that Jesus lived and died for us so that we would be united with God for eternity.Here are 15 Bible Verses Every Christian Should Know By Heart for you to download and share with
loved ones!Photo Credit: © Unsplash/jdsimcoeBlair Parke is a freelance writer for BibleStudyTools.com and freelance book editor who wrote her first book, "Empty Hands Made Full," in 2021 about her journey through infertility with her husband. She previously worked for eight years with Xulon Press as an editor. A graduate of Stetson University
with a bachelor's in communications, Blair previously worked as a writer/editor for several local magazines in the Central Florida area, including Celebration Independent and Lake Magazine and currently writes for the Southwest Orlando Bulletin. She's usually found with a book in her hand or enjoying quality time with her husband Jeremy and dog
Molly. You can order her book at Christian Author Bookstore - Xulon Press Publishing and visit her website at Parkeplaceediting. Written with the divine guidance of the Holy Spirit by shepherds, prophets, nobility, and more, the Bible has inspired laws, influenced culture, and uplifted billions in faith over three millennia.The Bible is the most-read
book of all time, surpassing favorites such as The Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, and even classics like The Diary of Anne Frank and To Kill a Mockingbird. Business Insider records that the Bible has sold 3.9 billion copies over the last 50 years, while the Harry Potter series has sold 400 million copies.What about the Bible has made it the book to
“turn to” for the last half-century? It is a book with various translations and even different representations among the Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant faiths. The Book of Hebrews states it best when explaining why the Word of God is something everyone is drawn to:For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart, (Hebrews 4:12).Let’s journey through the origins of the Bible, learning how the Bible has affected countless people's lives and has become the foundational building blocks for the leading faiths in our world today.The modern Protestant
Bible consists of 66 books with two distinct sections: The Old Testament (39 books) and the New Testament (27 books). The two sections are arranged this way to highlight the birth of Jesus, with the Old Testament sharing the emerging prophecies of the Messiah and Jesus’ actual birth, death, and resurrection taking place at the start of the New
Testament with the Four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).The Old Testament canon of Scripture is that of the Septuagint, which was the Bible of the Apostles. Other Christian communions through the years have deviated somewhat from this apostolic canon which the Orthodox Church still uses. The canon of the New Testament was
developed over the early centuries of the Church, and the first known listing in its final form is the Paschal Letter of Athanasius of Alexandria in A.D. 367.Different Canons of the BibleProtestant Canon: 66 Bible BooksCatholic Canon: 73 Bible BooksOrthodox Canon: 81 Bible Books (See the Septuagint Bible with Apocrypha)About 50 versions of the
English Bible are in circulation, with revised versions well into the hundreds. The most popular Bible translation is that of the King James Version, which is also public domain and doesn’t require obtaining permission to reprint Scripture verses in published books. Bible Study Tools even has a list of the best-known versions and translations of the
Bible for readers to peruse, with a brief explanation of each version.Old and New Testament Books of the BibleBrowse and read the Books of the Bible.Old Testament BooksGenesisExodusLeviticusNumbersDeuteronomyJoshuaJudgesRuthl Samuel2 Samuell Kings2 Kings1 Chronicles2
ChroniclesEzraNehemiahEstherJobPsalmsProverbsEcclesiastesSong of SolomonlIsaiahJeremiahLamentationsEzekielDanielHoseaJoelAmosObadiahJonahMicahNahumHabakkukZephaniahHaggaiZechariahMalachiNew Testament BooksMatthewMarkLukeJohnActsRomans1 Corinthians2 CorinthiansGalatiansEphesiansPhilippiansColossians1
Thessalonians2 Thessalonians1 Timothy2 TimothyTitusPhilemonHebrews]James1 Peter2 Peterl John2 John3 JohnJudeRevelationDifference Between the Hebrew and Protestant BibleHow the Bible was established to include what it does of stories and parables is part of the canonization process, which is, initially, a Christian communion performed by
the Roman Catholic Church (as well as the Eastern Orthodox Church) to appoint selected deceased members of the church into the determined canon, or list, to be considered a saint in the church.The same process was applied to determine what books of the Bible would be included, whether the Spirit inspired them or not, to be the authorized Word
of God. It comes from the Greek word “kanon,” which means reed or measurement.The Hebrew Bible consists of 24 books, believed to be determined by the councils of Jamnia in AD 90 and 118 as the list of books to be part of the Bible. There is still debate over what all the council selected to be canonized as the Bible, as this council has only been
mentioned in ancient Hebrew writings. No confirmation has been found that this council existed or what they canonized. It is believed the Hebrew Bible was written between 1200 and 100 BC and has been in its current form since the second century BC.The believed criteria used to determine what books were canonized as the Word of God may have
included prophetic authorship (text written by an apostle or prophet), inner witnesses of the Holy Spirit, eyewitness testimonies, and the final acceptance of the book by the people. Since Jesus’ disciples were eyewitnesses to Jesus’ actions and words, they were the ones to give authorization for the New Testament and whether something was divinely
inspired.The Hebrew Bible and the Protestant Bible have the same content in the Old Testament, but the organization is different. For example, the Hebrew Bible has one book of Samuel, while the Protestant Bible has two. Primarily for those of Jewish faith, especially Messianic Jews, the first five books of the Bible are the Torah (or Pentateuch) and
the main asset of the Bible, detailing how God chose Abraham to be the father of many nations and established the Law (Ten Commandments) as the way to live for God.Difference Between the Protestant and Catholic BibleThe Protestant Bible comprises much of the Hebrew Bible but organizes the stories into a larger collection than its Jewish
predecessor. While the Hebrew Bible was formed entirely from ancient scrolls (24 for each book), the Protestant Bible combines the Hebrew Bible with the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible written in the third and second century BC.The Eastern/Greek Orthodox Church may use the New King James Version or other translations
that allow more of the Greek translation to be used, coupled with their belief that the Bible’s New Testament, with the story of Jesus, is precedent over the Old Testament. The Catholic Bible consists of 46 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament (which is the same NT as the Protestant Bible).The additional Old Testament
sections in the Catholic Bible are Tobit, Judith, Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus (Sirach), Baruch (includes Letters of Jeremiah), I and II Maccabees, and additional sections for the books of Daniel and Esther. Those of the Catholic faith believe what is in their Bible was canonized by the Synod of Rome council and the early church in AD 382.1t was
decided several years later, during the Reformation, by Protestants to follow more of the Greek translations of the Bible instead of the entire Hebrew Bible, which had been canonized and accepted in the original King James Bible by the Catholic Church.Thus, the Apocrypha is present in the Catholic Bible as a collection of books not found in the
Protestant Bible. They can be found in the original 1611 King James Bible but were pulled from the Bible in 1885 and named “deuterocanonical books.”Other Bible Translations for Other FaithsJehovah’s Witnesses use their own version of the Bible, the New World Translation of Holy Scriptures, which they believe is more accurate, clearer, and has
God’s name listed as they believe it should in the text. Before this version, Jehovah’s Witnesses heavily consorted to the King James Bible.For Mormons, there are four books they hold as the Word of God: The Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus Christ (which has believed records of how God interacted with people of America from 2000 BC
to 400 AD), the King James Bible, the Doctrine and Covenants (collection of declarations about the formation and regulation of the Church of Jesus Christ in the last days), and The Pearl of Great Price (writings from Mormon church founder Joseph Smith).What Does This Mean?The debate over using canonized Scripture or more Greek translation-
infused Scripture will continue as more people gravitate to reading and studying the Bible and the truth of the Holy Trinity.What is hoped is readers find a translation that allows their relationship with God to bloom and strengthen their awareness that Jesus lived and died for us so that we would be united with God for eternity.Here are 15 Bible
Verses Every Christian Should Know By Heart for you to download and share with loved ones!Photo Credit: © Unsplash/jdsimcoeBlair Parke is a freelance writer for BibleStudyTools.com and freelance book editor who wrote her first book, "Empty Hands Made Full," in 2021 about her journey through infertility with her husband. She previously worked
for eight years with Xulon Press as an editor. A graduate of Stetson University with a bachelor's in communications, Blair previously worked as a writer/editor for several local magazines in the Central Florida area, including Celebration Independent and Lake Magazine and currently writes for the Southwest Orlando Bulletin. She's usually found with
a book in her hand or enjoying quality time with her husband Jeremy and dog Molly. You can order her book at Christian Author Bookstore - Xulon Press Publishing and visit her website at Parkeplaceediting. Written with the divine guidance of the Holy Spirit by shepherds, prophets, nobility, and more, the Bible has inspired laws, influenced culture,
and uplifted billions in faith over three millennia.The Bible is the most-read book of all time, surpassing favorites such as The Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, and even classics like The Diary of Anne Frank and To Kill a Mockingbird. Business Insider records that the Bible has sold 3.9 billion copies over the last 50 years, while the Harry Potter

series has sold 400 million copies.What about the Bible has made it the book to “turn to” for the last half-century? It is a book with various translations and even different representations among the Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant faiths. The Book of Hebrews states it best when explaining why the Word of God is something everyone is drawn to:For
the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart, (Hebrews 4:12).Let’s journey through the origins of the Bible, learning how the Bible has affected countless people's lives and has become the foundational
building blocks for the leading faiths in our world today.The modern Protestant Bible consists of 66 books with two distinct sections: The Old Testament (39 books) and the New Testament (27 books). The two sections are arranged this way to highlight the birth of Jesus, with the Old Testament sharing the emerging prophecies of the Messiah and
Jesus’ actual birth, death, and resurrection taking place at the start of the New Testament with the Four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).The Old Testament canon of Scripture is that of the Septuagint, which was the Bible of the Apostles. Other Christian communions through the years have deviated somewhat from this apostolic canon
which the Orthodox Church still uses. The canon of the New Testament was developed over the early centuries of the Church, and the first known listing in its final form is the Paschal Letter of Athanasius of Alexandria in A.D. 367.Different Canons of the BibleProtestant Canon: 66 Bible BooksCatholic Canon: 73 Bible BooksOrthodox Canon: 81 Bible
Books (See the Septuagint Bible with Apocrypha)About 50 versions of the English Bible are in circulation, with revised versions well into the hundreds. The most popular Bible translation is that of the King James Version, which is also public domain and doesn’t require obtaining permission to reprint Scripture verses in published books. Bible Study
Tools even has a list of the best-known versions and translations of the Bible for readers to peruse, with a brief explanation of each version.Old and New Testament Books of the BibleBrowse and read the Books of the Bible.Old Testament BooksGenesisExodusLeviticusNumbersDeuteronomyJoshuaJudgesRuthl Samuel2 Samuell Kings2 Kings1
Chronicles2 ChroniclesEzraNehemiahEstherJobPsalmsProverbsEcclesiastesSong of SolomonlIsaiahJeremiahLamentationsEzekielDanielHoseaJoelAmosObadiahJonahMicahNahumHabakkukZephaniahHaggaiZechariahMalachiNew Testament BooksMatthewMarkLukeJohnActsRomans1 Corinthians2 CorinthiansGalatiansEphesiansPhilippiansColossians1
Thessalonians2 Thessalonians1 Timothy2 TimothyTitusPhilemonHebrews]James1 Peter2 Peterl John2 John3 JohnJudeRevelationDifference Between the Hebrew and Protestant BibleHow the Bible was established to include what it does of stories and parables is part of the canonization process, which is, initially, a Christian communion performed by
the Roman Catholic Church (as well as the Eastern Orthodox Church) to appoint selected deceased members of the church into the determined canon, or list, to be considered a saint in the church.The same process was applied to determine what books of the Bible would be included, whether the Spirit inspired them or not, to be the authorized Word
of God. It comes from the Greek word “kanon,” which means reed or measurement.The Hebrew Bible consists of 24 books, believed to be determined by the councils of Jamnia in AD 90 and 118 as the list of books to be part of the Bible. There is still debate over what all the council selected to be canonized as the Bible, as this council has only been
mentioned in ancient Hebrew writings. No confirmation has been found that this council existed or what they canonized. It is believed the Hebrew Bible was written between 1200 and 100 BC and has been in its current form since the second century BC.The believed criteria used to determine what books were canonized as the Word of God may have
included prophetic authorship (text written by an apostle or prophet), inner witnesses of the Holy Spirit, eyewitness testimonies, and the final acceptance of the book by the people. Since Jesus’ disciples were eyewitnesses to Jesus’ actions and words, they were the ones to give authorization for the New Testament and whether something was divinely
inspired.The Hebrew Bible and the Protestant Bible have the same content in the Old Testament, but the organization is different. For example, the Hebrew Bible has one book of Samuel, while the Protestant Bible has two. Primarily for those of Jewish faith, especially Messianic Jews, the first five books of the Bible are the Torah (or Pentateuch) and
the main asset of the Bible, detailing how God chose Abraham to be the father of many nations and established the Law (Ten Commandments) as the way to live for God.Difference Between the Protestant and Catholic BibleThe Protestant Bible comprises much of the Hebrew Bible but organizes the stories into a larger collection than its Jewish
predecessor. While the Hebrew Bible was formed entirely from ancient scrolls (24 for each book), the Protestant Bible combines the Hebrew Bible with the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible written in the third and second century BC.The Eastern/Greek Orthodox Church may use the New King James Version or other translations
that allow more of the Greek translation to be used, coupled with their belief that the Bible’s New Testament, with the story of Jesus, is precedent over the Old Testament. The Catholic Bible consists of 46 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament (which is the same NT as the Protestant Bible).The additional Old Testament
sections in the Catholic Bible are Tobit, Judith, Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus (Sirach), Baruch (includes Letters of Jeremiah), I and II Maccabees, and additional sections for the books of Daniel and Esther. Those of the Catholic faith believe what is in their Bible was canonized by the Synod of Rome council and the early church in AD 382.1t was
decided several years later, during the Reformation, by Protestants to follow more of the Greek translations of the Bible instead of the entire Hebrew Bible, which had been canonized and accepted in the original King James Bible by the Catholic Church.Thus, the Apocrypha is present in the Catholic Bible as a collection of books not found in the
Protestant Bible. They can be found in the original 1611 King James Bible but were pulled from the Bible in 1885 and named “deuterocanonical books.”Other Bible Translations for Other FaithsJehovah’s Witnesses use their own version of the Bible, the New World Translation of Holy Scriptures, which they believe is more accurate, clearer, and has
God’s name listed as they believe it should in the text. Before this version, Jehovah’s Witnesses heavily consorted to the King James Bible.For Mormons, there are four books they hold as the Word of God: The Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus Christ (which has believed records of how God interacted with people of America from 2000 BC
to 400 AD), the King James Bible, the Doctrine and Covenants (collection of declarations about the formation and regulation of the Church of Jesus Christ in the last days), and The Pearl of Great Price (writings from Mormon church founder Joseph Smith).What Does This Mean?The debate over using canonized Scripture or more Greek translation-
infused Scripture will continue as more people gravitate to reading and studying the Bible and the truth of the Holy Trinity.What is hoped is readers find a translation that allows their relationship with God to bloom and strengthen their awareness that Jesus lived and died for us so that we would be united with God for eternity.Here are 15 Bible
Verses Every Christian Should Know By Heart for you to download and share with loved ones!Photo Credit: © Unsplash/jdsimcoeBlair Parke is a freelance writer for BibleStudyTools.com and freelance book editor who wrote her first book, "Empty Hands Made Full," in 2021 about her journey through infertility with her husband. She previously worked
for eight years with Xulon Press as an editor. A graduate of Stetson University with a bachelor's in communications, Blair previously worked as a writer/editor for several local magazines in the Central Florida area, including Celebration Independent and Lake Magazine and currently writes for the Southwest Orlando Bulletin. She's usually found with
a book in her hand or enjoying quality time with her husband Jeremy and dog Molly. You can order her book at Christian Author Bookstore - Xulon Press Publishing and visit her website at Parkeplaceediting. When people talk about "the Bible," you might assume they’re all referring to the exact same book. The Holy Bible isn’t just one book, actually.
Depending on who you ask, it doesn’t even have the same number of books. Different branches of Christianity and Judaism count the books differently. Crazily enough, some include extra books you may not have even heard of. Why all the variety? Well, it comes down to history, beliefs, and a few big decisions made by religious leaders hundreds and
even thousands of years ago. In this article, we’re going to break it all down as simply as possible. We’ll go over how many books each major version of the Bible has. Then we'll explain why there are differences, and give you a clear picture of what’s included where. Alright, so here’s the deal: when we say "books" in the Bible, we don’t mean books
like you’d find at the library or on your nightstand. In the Holy Bible, a "book" is basically one part of a much bigger collection. Think of each one as its own piece, like episodes in a long series. Some are short, some are long, and each has its own style—some are stories, some are letters, some are poems, and others are rules to live by.But who decides
what goes in and what stays out? Good question. Over centuries, religious leaders met and made some pretty big decisions about which books were “official” enough to include. That’s why the Bible has these different versions across traditions. The group of books they decided on is called the “canon.” Just remember that canon is a fancy word for “the
list that counts.”Different groups ended up with slightly different lists. So while there’s a big chunk of the Bible everyone agrees on, certain versions have a few extra books thrown in. That’s why the total number of books can vary depending on which Bible you're looking at.Let’s keep going and see how the numbers stack up in each version. How
many Bible Books are There - Breakdown by Major Religious TraditionsSo different Bible versions, right? It all goes down to the tradition. You'll see that each major branch of faith has its own idea of what the “official” list looks like. This is why you might hear a Catholic Bible has 73 books, while a Protestant Bible has 66. Same general structure, but
with a few extra texts here and there depending on the tradition.1. The Protestant Bible - 66 BooksThe Protestant Bible has 66 books in total. This is the version most people in Protestant churches are used to, with 39 books in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. Why only 66? Protestant leaders decided that certain books, known as the
"Apocrypha," didn’t make the final cut, so those weren’t included. They focused on books they believed to be the most foundational.2. The Catholic Bible - 73 BooksThe Catholic Bible takes it a step further, with 73 books. Like the Protestant Bible, it has 27 books in the New Testament, but it includes some additional books in the Old Testament. These
extra ones are known as the "Deuterocanonical" books. Some of these include Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, and Sirach, among others. Catholics consider these books just as valuable for understanding the faith as any other.3. The Eastern Orthodox Bible - Typically 76 BooksThen we’ve got the Eastern Orthodox Bible. This version usually includes around 76
books, though the number can vary a bit depending on the specific Orthodox tradition. Along with the extra books found in the Catholic Bible, some Orthodox Bibles also include even more, like 1 Esdras and 3 Maccabees. This Bible also has a unique addition: "Psalm 151." If you're used to 150 Psalms, this one’s a surprise.4. The Ethiopian Orthodox
Bible - 81 BooksThe Ethiopian Orthodox Bible is the biggest of them all, with 81 books. This version includes everything you’ll find in the Catholic and Orthodox Bibles, plus a few unique ones like the books of Enoch and Jubilees. It even has books called "1-3 Meqgabyan" that don’t show up in any other Christian Bible. In Ethiopian Orthodox tradition,
these extra books are seen as sacred.5. The Jewish Tanakh - 24 BooksThe Jewish Bible, called the Tanakh, is a bit different. It has 24 books, all of which are part of the Old Testament in Christian Bibles. Even though it has fewer books, the content is similar to the Protestant Old Testament. The difference is in how the books are grouped. For example,
what Christians know as 1 and 2 Samuel is combined into one book in the Tanakh. Key Distinctions Across CanonsNow that we’ve gone through the different versions, let’s talk about what sets them apart. These differences didn’t happen by accident—each one comes from centuries of decisions, debates, and beliefs about what should be included in
the Holy Bible. Here are the main distinctions that make each version unique.Apocrypha and Deuterocanonical BooksYou'll hear two fancy terms tossed around when talking about extra books: Apocrypha and Deuterocanonical. Both refer to books that don’t appear in every Bible version. In Protestant Bibles, these books are often left out, while
Catholic and Orthodox Bibles keep them in. The word Apocrypha basically means “hidden” or “extra,” while Deuterocanonical means “second canon.” Think of them as bonus books. These books include things like Tobit, Judith, and 1 and 2 Maccabees, which have stories, wisdom, and teachings valued in some traditions but not all.Different
Interpretations of CanonThe term canon just means “the official list.” But what'’s official changes depending on who you ask. Each tradition has its own canon based on different historical and theological perspectives. For example, the Protestant Bible follows a canon based on what was accepted in early Jewish texts, while the Catholic and Orthodox
canons add books that were widely read in early Christian communities. These differences go way back—like, 1,500 to 2,000 years back.Language and Translation DifferencesThe Bible wasn’t originally written in English. In fact, it started in Hebrew, Greek, and a bit of Aramaic. When scholars translated these texts over the centuries, some books
made the cut in certain traditions, while others didn’t. For example, the Old Testament books in the Protestant Bible mostly come from Hebrew texts, while the additional books in the Catholic and Orthodox Bibles often come from ancient Greek versions. These language differences helped shape the final canon for each group.Cultural and Theological
EmphasisEvery tradition has its own reasons for including or excluding certain books. For Catholics, the Deuterocanonical books are part of the faith’s teachings on wisdom, prayer, and history. In Orthodox traditions, they’'re valued for their historical connections to the early Christian church. Meanwhile, Protestant leaders during the Reformation
chose to focus on texts they believed best aligned with the original Hebrew scriptures. The Jewish Tanakh is another example—it’s focused strictly on the Hebrew Bible, without the New Testament at all, since that’s not part of Jewish tradition. Historical Background on Canon FormationSo, how did we end up with different versions in the first place?
It’s all about the history of the Bible and the decisions made by religious leaders over hundreds of years. Let’s take a quick look at how these “official” lists—or canons—came to be.Back in the day, before anything was written down, stories and teachings were passed down orally. Eventually, these teachings were written on scrolls, creating the
earliest texts of what we now call the Bible. For the Jewish community, these writings became the Tanakh, or the Hebrew Bible, which Christians now know as the Old Testament. By around 200 BCE, the Hebrew scriptures were more or less set in stone for Jewish communities.When Christianity began, believers didn’t have a New Testament yet.
Instead, they relied on the Old Testament and a growing collection of letters and writings. As time passed, these Christian communities started treating certain writings—like the letters of Paul and the four Gospels—as sacred. By around 200 CE, church leaders were discussing which of these writings should be considered “official.” But it wasn’t a
quick decision.Over the next few centuries, Christian leaders held councils to debate which books should make it into the Bible. In the 4th century, councils like the Council of Carthage and the Council of Hippo played a big role in making these decisions. They created an “official” list of books that most Christian churches agreed on, which included
the books in the New Testament and what Catholics and Orthodox now call the Deuterocanonical books in the Old Testament.Fast forward to the 1500s, and we hit the Protestant Reformation—a time when people started questioning a lot about church traditions, including which books should be in the Bible. Martin Luther, a key figure in the
Reformation, believed that the Bible should stick to books that were closest to the original Hebrew texts. This led to the Protestant Bible, which excludes the Deuterocanonical books and sticks with 66 books in total. Meanwhile, Orthodox Christians in the East kept using versions of the Bible that included even more books, adding up to around 76. The
Ethiopian Orthodox Church went a step further, keeping a canon with 81 books, including some that are unique to their tradition, like the Book of Enoch and the Book of Jubilees. These extra books held special meaning in their communities and were considered just as inspired as the rest. Frequently Asked QuestionsDiscover the most popular
questions asked by the Bible Chat community about the number of books in the Bible.How many books are in the Bible?The number of books in the Bible depends on the version:Protestant Bible: 66 booksCatholic Bible: 73 booksEastern Orthodox Bible: Typically 76 booksEthiopian Orthodox Bible: 81 booksHebrew Bible (Tanakh): 24 booksWhen was
the Bible written?The Bible was written over many centuries. The Old Testament books were written from around 1200 to 165 BCE, while the New Testament books were written between 50 and 100 CE.What are the Old Testament books?The Old Testament books vary by tradition, but common ones include Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy. For a full list, check the specific canon used by different religious traditions.What are the books of the Bible in order?Each Bible tradition has a slightly different order, but most Bibles start with Genesis and end with Revelation. A full listing can be found in any Bible table of contents, which may vary by version.What are the New
Testament books in order?The New Testament usually follows this order:MatthewMarkLukeJohnActsRomans1 Corinthians2 CorinthiansGalatiansEphesiansPhilippiansColossians1 Thessalonians2 Thessaloniansl Timothy2 TimothyTitusPhilemonHebrewsJames1 Peter2 Peterl John2 John3 JohnJudeRevelationWho made the Bible?The Holy Bible was
written by many authors over time, including prophets, kings, apostles, and early Christian leaders. These authors were inspired by their experiences and beliefs, and their writings were eventually collected and recognized by religious leaders.How many Bibles are there?There is one Bible, but there are several versions, each with a slightly different
selection and order of books. The main ones are the Protestant, Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Ethiopian Orthodox Bibles.When was the first Bible written?The earliest parts of the Bible (the Old Testament) were written as far back as 1200 BCE, but the first full collection resembling the Bible we know today was completed around the 4th century
CE.What is the original language of the Bible?The Old Testament was mostly written in Hebrew, with a few parts in Aramaic. The New Testament was written in Greek.Is the Bible fiction?The Bible contains different types of writing, including history, poetry, teachings, and parables. While some parts are symbolic or poetic, many believers see the
Bible as a sacred text that provides spiritual truth rather than strictly fiction or nonfiction.How many books are in the Catholic Bible?The Catholic Bible has 73 books—46 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.How many books did Paul write in the Bible?Paul is traditionally credited with writing 13 books in the New Testament, known as
the Pauline Epistles. These include Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and others.How many books are in the Hebrew Bible?The Hebrew Bible, or Tanakh, has 24 books. It aligns closely with the Protestant Old Testament but combines some books that Christians separate.How many books are in the original Bible?The “original” Bible doesn’t exist as a
single book; different communities assembled their canons over time. The earliest canons were the Hebrew Bible (24 books) and early Christian texts. Later, councils finalized the canon lists for different traditions.How many books are in the King James Bible?The King James Version (KJV) of the Bible has 66 books—39 in the Old Testament and 27 in
the New Testament, following the Protestant tradition. The Bible is one of the most widely read, studied, and influential books in human history. It is regarded as the sacred text of Christianity and serves as a foundation for faith, theology, and moral teachings. One of the most common questions people ask is: how many books are in the Bible? The
answer varies depending on the Christian tradition. Protestant Bible - 66 books (39 in the Old Testament, 27 in the New Testament) Catholic Bible - 73 books (includes 7 additional Deuterocanonical books) Eastern Orthodox Bible - 76 to 81 books (varies by tradition) The Jewish Tanakh, which corresponds to the Old Testament, consists of 24 books,
though it includes the same content as the Protestant Old Testament, but arranged differently. The Bible is divided into two major sections: the Old Testament and the New Testament. Each of these sections is further divided into different types of books based on their themes, purpose, and literary style. Below is a breakdown of the Bible’s structure.
The first five books of the Bible, traditionally attributed to Moses, are foundational to both Jewish and Christian beliefs. They provide the history of creation, early humanity, and God’s covenant with Israel. Genesis - Creation, the Fall, the Flood, and the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph). Exodus - The story of Moses, the liberation of the
Israelites from Egypt, and the giving of the Law. Leviticus - Detailed laws on holiness, sacrifices, and priestly duties. Numbers - The journey of Israel in the wilderness and census records. Deuteronomy - Moses’ final speeches, a restatement of the Law before entering the Promised Land. These books record the history of Israel, from entering the
Promised Land to the kingdom'’s rise and fall. Joshua - The conquest and division of Canaan. Judges - The cycle of Israel’s sin, oppression, repentance, and deliverance through judges. Ruth - A love story set in the time of the judges, showing God’s providence. 1 & 2 Samuel - The transition from judges to monarchy; stories of Samuel, Saul, and David.
1 & 2 Kings - The history of Israel’s and Judah’s kings, leading to exile. 1 & 2 Chronicles - A priestly retelling of Israel’s history with an emphasis on temple worship. Ezra & Nehemiah - The return from exile and the rebuilding of Jerusalem. Esther - A Jewish queen’s bravery in saving her people from genocide. These books contain prayers, hymns,
philosophical reflections, and practical wisdom. Job - A poetic exploration of suffering and faith. Psalms - A collection of 150 hymns and prayers. Proverbs - Wise sayings and practical teachings. Ecclesiastes - A philosophical reflection on the meaning of life. Song of Solomon (Song of Songs) - A love poem symbolizing divine love. These are longer
prophetic books with significant theological messages. Isaiah - Prophecies of judgment and hope, including the coming of the Messiah. Jeremiah - Warnings of Jerusalem’s fall and messages of restoration. Lamentations - A poetic lament over Jerusalem’s destruction. Ezekiel - Visions and symbolic acts about Israel’s exile and future restoration. Daniel
- Stories of faith in exile and apocalyptic visions. These books are shorter but contain powerful messages from God. Hosea - God’s love and Israel’s unfaithfulness. Joel - The Day of the Lord and the outpouring of the Spirit. Amos - Social justice and divine judgment. Obadiah - Judgment against Edom. Jonah - God’s mercy on Nineveh. Micah -
Judgment and hope for a restored kingdom. Nahum - The fall of Nineveh. Habakkuk - Trusting God amid suffering. Zephaniah - The Day of the Lord’s judgment. Haggai - Encouragement to rebuild the temple. Zechariah - Visions of future restoration and the coming Messiah. Malachi - A call to faithfulness before the arrival of the Messiah. The
Gospels record the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Matthew - Written for a Jewish audience, emphasizing Jesus as the Messiah. Mark - The shortest and most action-packed Gospel. Luke - A detailed account written for a Greek audience, focusing on Jesus' compassion. John - A deeply theological Gospel emphasizing Jesus’ divine nature.
Acts - The history of the early Church, the Holy Spirit’s work, and the spread of Christianity. These letters were written by the Apostle Paul to churches and individuals. Romans - A deep theological book on salvation and righteousness. 1 & 2 Corinthians - Instructions on church issues and spiritual gifts. Galatians - Justification by faith alone.
Ephesians - The unity of the Church and spiritual armor. Philippians - Joy and contentment in Christ. Colossians - The supremacy of Christ. 1 & 2 Thessalonians - Teachings on Christ’s second coming. 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus - Pastoral letters on church leadership. Philemon - A personal letter about forgiveness. These letters were written by various
apostles to encourage believers. Hebrews - Christ as the superior High Priest. James - Faith and good works. 1 & 2 Peter - Endurance in suffering. 1, 2 & 3 John - Love, truth, and warnings against false teachers. Jude - Contending for the faith. Revelation - An apocalyptic vision of Christ’s return and the final victory of God. As a spiritual book and a
resource for moral instruction, there's no fixed portion of the Bible you should start with. The best starting point depends on your purpose for reading. For an introduction to Jesus and the core message of Christianity - Start with the Gospel of John. It provides a clear and profound insight into who Jesus is. For an easy-to-follow narrative of Jesus' life -
The Gospel of Mark is the shortest and most action-packed. For an overview of biblical history - Genesis covers the origins of the world, humanity, and God's covenant with His people. For wisdom and practical life advice - Proverbs is full of short, practical teachings. For encouragement and faith-building - Psalms is a collection of prayers and hymns
that provide comfort and guidance. First book written: Most scholars believe Job is the oldest book, written before Genesis. Last book written: Revelation, written by John around 95-96 AD. Most quoted Old Testament book in the New Testament: Psalms Most translated book in the world: The Bible has been translated into over 3,500 languages.
Longest verse: Esther 8:9 Shortest verse: John 11:35 ("Jesus wept.") Shortest chapter: Psalm 117 (2 verses) Longest book: Psalms (150 chapters, 2,461 verses) Shortest book: 3 John (only 1 chapter with 14 verses) Learning how many books are in the Bible is just the beginning of exploring its depth. The Bible is a vast collection of historical records,
laws, poetry, prophecies, and teachings that have shaped countless lives for centuries. It's more than just a book of fiction and non-fiction, useful for reproof, correction, and spiritual growth. The Protestant Bible contains a total of 31,102 verses, with 23,145 and 7,957 verses from the Old and New Testaments respectively. Different Bible versions may
slightly vary in verse count due to translation and formatting differences, but the content remains the same. The word count of the Bible depends on the translation, but here is an estimate based on the King James Version (KJV) has around 783,137 words. Modern translations like the New International Version (NIV) or the English Standard Version
(ESV) may have fewer words due to differences in translation style. The longest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 119, with 176 verses. It is a beautifully structured acrostic poem focused on the greatness of God’s Word. Related



