
	

https://xerek.gonujovux.com/572911323673575151602353499178671747738047?lusitewapilovakurodimifukiliputavomejubifisabamegakugopomaregurilaxitonodowaluzuzixan=ridixoxugelamulabozavavuduriwuvapezagofulanasukikemexujikepozarirajemunogabojinizidukubutefuzanimalatunulokebupomuzozezujidovosezodofifikenarewopuwepegedukebomojavirukibevitexenisakevitopufibafominufubirabilir&utm_term=what+is+the+culture+of+malaysia&gufibapugemipadugekatilirigadubidofamapotujekajiguzogewubigoxotadozazasumogijirik=kiropufesuzexoxoxolumevefupixotoselefijugegofijefaxunepusoxipopumuduxonizamomoxenenifumejinebutuzexabulojorabekuxago
























Part	of	a	series	on	theCulture	of	MalaysiaHistoryMalaysiansImmigrationHolidaysLanguagesMulticulturalismWomenTopicsArchitectureArtCinemaCuisineFestivalsHawker	centreLiteratureMediaMusicPoliticsReligionSportsManglishTelevisionSymbolsAnthemFlag	Coat	of	armsFlowerTreePledge	of	Allegiance	Malaysia	portalvteThe	Culture	of	Malaysia
draws	on	the	varied	cultures	of	the	different	people	of	Malaysia.	The	first	people	to	live	in	the	area	were	indigenous	tribes	that	still	remain;	they	were	followed	by	the	Malays,	who	moved	there	from	mainland	Asia	in	ancient	times.	Chinese	and	Indian	cultural	influences	made	their	mark	when	trade	began	with	those	countries,	and	increased	with
immigration	to	Malaysia.	Other	cultures	that	heavily	influenced	that	of	Malaysia	include	Persian,	Arabic	and	British.	The	many	different	ethnicities	that	currently	exist	in	Malaysia	have	their	own	unique	and	distinctive	cultural	identities,	with	some	crossover.Arts	and	music	have	a	long	tradition	in	Malaysia,	with	Malay	art	dating	back	to	the	Malay
sultanates.	Traditional	art	was	centred	on	fields	such	as	carving,	silversmithing,	and	weaving.	Islamic	taboos	restricted	artwork	depicting	humans	until	the	mid-20th	century.	Performing	arts	and	shadow	puppet	shows	are	popular,	and	often	show	Indian	influences.	Various	influences	can	be	seen	in	architecture,	from	individual	cultures	in	Malaysia	and
from	other	countries.	Large	modern	structures	have	been	built,	including	the	tallest	twin	buildings	in	the	world,	the	Petronas	Twin	Towers.	Malaysian	music	has	a	variety	of	origins,	and	is	largely	based	around	percussion	instruments.	Much	early	Malaysian	literature	was	based	on	Indian	epics,	which	remained	unchanged	even	as	Malays	converted	to
Islam;	this	has	expanded	in	recent	decades.	English	literature	remained	restricted	to	the	higher	class	until	the	arrival	of	the	printing	press.	Locally	created	Chinese	and	Indian	literature	appeared	in	the	19th	century.Cuisine	is	often	divided	along	ethnic	lines,	but	some	dishes	exist	which	have	mixed	foods	from	different	ethnicities.	Each	major	religious
group	has	its	major	holy	days	declared	as	official	holidays.	Official	holidays	differ	by	state;	the	most	widespread	one	is	Merdeka	day	which	celebrates	the	independence	of	Malaya.	Although	festivals	often	stem	from	a	specific	ethnic	background,	they	are	celebrated	by	all	people	in	Malaysia.	Traditional	sports	are	popular	in	Malaysia,	while	it	has
become	a	powerhouse	in	international	sports	such	as	badminton.	Malaysia	hosted	the	Commonwealth	Games	in	1998,	the	first	Commonwealth	Games	where	the	torch	passed	through	more	countries	than	England	and	the	host.The	Malaysian	government	has	taken	the	step	of	defining	Malaysian	Culture	through	the	"1971	National	Culture	Policy",
which	defined	what	was	considered	official	culture,	basing	it	around	Malay	culture	and	integrating	Islamic	influences.	This	especially	affected	language;	only	Malay	texts	are	considered	official	cultural	texts.	Government	control	over	the	media	is	strong,	and	most	media	outlets	are	related	to	the	government	in	some	way.Peninsular	Malaysia	(left)	is
40%	of	Malaysia's	territory,	and	East	Malaysia	(right)	is	60%	of	Malaysia's	territory.	The	capital	of	Malaysia	is	Kuala	Lumpur.Malaysia	consists	of	two	distinct	geographical	regions:	Peninsular	Malaysia	and	East	Malaysia.	Malaysia	was	formed	when	the	Federation	of	Malaya	merged	with	North	Borneo	(today	the	province	of	Sabah),	Sarawak,	and
Singapore	(seceded	1965)	in	1963,[1]	and	cultural	differences	between	Peninsular	and	East	Malaysia	remain.	During	the	formation	of	Malaysia,	executive	power	was	vested	in	the	Perikatan	(later	the	Barisan	Nasional)	coalition	of	three	racially	based	political	parties,	namely	the	United	Malays	National	Organisation	(UMNO),	Malaysian	Chinese
Association	(MCA),	and	Malaysian	Indian	Congress	(MIC).[2]	UMNO	has	dominated	the	coalition	from	its	inception.[3]	Although	Islam	is	the	official	state	religion,	the	Constitution	of	Malaysia	guarantees	freedom	of	religion.[4]See	also:	Demographics	of	MalaysiaMalaysia	is	a	multiethnic,	multicultural,	and	multilingual	society,	and	the	many	ethnic
groups	in	Malaysia	maintain	separate	cultural	identities.[5]	The	society	of	Malaysia	has	been	described	as	"Asia	in	miniature".[6]	The	original	culture	of	the	area	stemmed	from	its	indigenous	tribes,	along	with	the	Malays	who	moved	there	in	ancient	times.	Substantial	influence	exists	from	the	Chinese	and	Indian	cultures,	dating	back	to	when	trade
with	those	countries	began	in	the	area.	Other	cultures	that	heavily	influenced	that	of	Malaysia	include	Persian,	Arabic,	and	British.	The	structure	of	the	government,	along	with	the	racial	balance	of	power	caused	by	the	idea	of	a	social	contract,	has	resulted	in	little	incentive	for	the	cultural	assimilation	of	ethnic	minorities	in	Malaya	and	Malaysia.[7]
The	government	has	historically	made	little	distinction	between	"Malay	culture"	and	"Malaysian	culture".[8]The	Malays,	who	account	for	over	half	the	Malaysian	population,[1]	play	a	dominant	role	politically	and	are	included	in	a	grouping	identified	as	bumiputra.	Their	native	language,	Bahasa	Malaysia,	is	the	national	language	of	the	country.[9]	By
definition	of	the	Malaysian	constitution,	all	Malays	are	Muslims.	The	Orang	Asal,	the	earliest	inhabitants	of	Malaya,	formed	only	0.5percent	of	the	total	population	in	Malaysia	in	2000,[10]	but	represented	a	majority	in	East	Malaysia,	Borneo.	In	Sarawak	and	Sabah,	most	of	the	non-Muslim	indigenous	groups	are	classified	as	Dayaks,	and	they
constitute	about	40percent	of	the	population	in	the	state.[11]	Many	tribes	have	converted	to	Christianity.[12]	The	140,000	Orang	Asli,	or	aboriginal	peoples,	comprise	a	number	of	different	ethnic	communities	living	in	peninsular	Malaysia.[13]Heads	from	old	headhunting	practices	in	a	Kadazan	house	in	SabahThe	Chinese	have	been	settling	in
Malaysia	for	many	centuries,	and	form	the	second-largest	ethnic	group.[1]	The	first	Chinese	to	settle	in	the	Straits	Settlements,	primarily	in	and	around	Malacca,	gradually	adopted	elements	of	Malaysian	culture	and	intermarried	with	the	Malaysian	community	and	with	this,	a	new	ethnic	group	called	emerged,	the	Peranakan	("Straits	Chinese").	These
Chinese	have	adopted	Malay	traditions	while	maintaining	elements	of	Chinese	culture	such	as	their	largely	Buddhist	and	Taoist	religion.[7]	The	more	common	Chinese	varieties	spoken	in	Peninsular	Malaysia	are	Cantonese,	Mandarin,	Hokkien,	Hakka,	Hainanese,	and	Fuzhou.[1]Malaysian	Indian	young	women	in	traditional	attire,	Saree.The	Indian
community	in	Malaysia	is	the	smallest	of	the	three	main	ethnic	groups,	accounting	for	about	10percent	of	the	country's	population.	They	speak	a	variety	of	South	Asian	languages.[1]	Tamils,	Malayalees,	and	Telugu	people	make	up	over	85percent	of	the	people	of	Indian	origin	in	the	country.	Indian	immigrants	to	Malaysia	brought	with	them	the	Hindu
and	Sikh	cultures.	This	included	temples	and	Gurdwaras,	cuisine,	and	clothing.	Hindu	tradition	remains	strong	in	the	Indian	community	of	Malaysia.	A	community	of	Indians	who	have	adopted	Malay	cultural	practices	also	exists	in	Malacca.	Though	they	remain	Hindu,	the	Chitties	speak	Bahasa	Malaysia	and	dress	and	act	as	Malays.[7]Some	Eurasians
of	mixed	European	and	Malay	descent	live	in	Malaysia.	A	small	community	in	Malacca	are	descendants	of	former	Portuguese	colonists	who	married	Malay	women.	While	they	have	adopted	Malay	culture,	they	speak	their	own	language	and	are	Catholics.[7]Each	ethnic	group	has	its	own	underlying	culture	that	separates	it	from	the	others,	and	they
have	achieved	different	levels	of	integration.	The	Chinese	have	integrated	with	Malay	culture	in	a	number	of	areas,	including	parts	of	Terengganu,	and	they	form	Malayanised	groups	such	as	the	Baba	Chinese	in	Malacca	and	the	Sino-Kadazan	of	Sabah.	Their	years	under	combined	British	rule	brought	some	joint	sense	of	identity	to	all	the	ethnic
groups,	with	English	ideas	and	ideals	providing	some	unifying	features.	A	joint	Malaysian	culture	can	be	seen	in	the	symbiosis	of	the	cultures	of	the	people	within	it.[14]The	Malaysian	government	defined	Malaysian	culture	through	the	issuance	of	the	"1971	National	Culture	Policy".[15]	It	defines	three	principles	as	guidelines	for	Malaysian	culture:
that	it	is	based	on	the	cultures	of	indigenous	people;	that	if	elements	from	other	cultures	are	judged	suitable	and	reasonable	they	may	be	considered	Malaysian	culture;	and	that	Islam	will	be	an	important	part	of	national	culture.[15]	During	Mahathir	Mohamads	tenure	as	Prime	Minister	(1981-2003),	national	identity	was	further	reinforced	through
the	concept	of	Bangsa	Malaysia,	introduced	as	part	of	Wawasan	2020	(Vision	2020).Some	cultural	disputes	exist	between	Malaysia	and	neighbouring	Indonesia.	The	two	countries	share	a	similar	cultural	heritage,	sharing	many	traditions	and	items.	However,	disputes	have	arisen	over	things	ranging	from	culinary	dishes	to	Malaysia's	national	anthem.
Strong	feelings	exist	in	Indonesia	about	protecting	that	nation's	national	heritage.[16]	The	rivalry	between	the	two	countries	began	during	Konfrontasi	just	after	Malaysian	independence,	when	Indonesia	and	Malaysia	were	almost	at	war.	Building	resentment	since	then	coupled	with	the	economic	success	of	Malaysia	mean	these	feelings	are	still
strong	in	Indonesia	today.[17]	The	Malaysian	government	and	the	Indonesian	government	have	met	to	defuse	some	of	the	tensions	resulting	from	the	overlaps	in	culture.[18]	Feelings	are	not	as	strong	in	Malaysia,	where	most	recognise	that	many	cultural	values	are	shared.[16]Comparison	of	Malay	language,	Jawi	writing,	and	Khat	calligraphy	with
other	languages.One	dispute,	known	as	the	Pendet	controversy,	began	when	Indonesians	claimed	the	Pendet	Dance	was	used	in	an	official	Malaysian	tourism	ad	campaign,	causing	official	protests.[19]	This	dance,	from	Bali	in	Indonesia,	was	used	only	in	a	Discovery	Channel	ad,	not	an	ad	sponsored	by	the	Malaysian	government.[20]	Songs,	such	as
the	Rasa	Sayange	song,	have	caused	similar	controversies.[19]	The	Malaysian	national	anthem,	Negaraku,	was	claimed	to	be	based	on	a	similar	Indonesian	song	written	a	year	earlier.	Both	tunes	are	derived	from	a	19thcentury	French	song,	which	caused	the	similarity.[21]In	2019,	plans	by	the	Ministry	of	Education	to	introduce	of	khat	(Jawi
calligraphy)	in	the	Year	4	Bahasa	Melayu	syllabus	in	vernacular	schools	in	the	following	year	became	a	polemical	issue.[22][23]	Certain	parties	saw	the	issue	as	symptoms	of	creeping	Islamisation	while	others	saw	it	as	beneficial	towards	the	appreciation	of	a	cultural	heritage.Main	article:	Malaysian	artJoget	Melayu,	a	Malay	danceMalacca	Art
GalleryA	craftsman	making	batik.	Malaysian	batik	is	usually	patterned	with	floral	motifs	with	light	colouring.Traditional	Malaysian	art	is	mainly	centred	on	the	crafts	of	carving,	weaving,	and	silversmithing.[24]	Traditional	art	ranges	from	handwoven	baskets	from	rural	areas	to	the	silverwork	of	the	Malay	courts.	Common	artworks	included
ornamental	kris	and	beetle	nut	sets.	Luxurious	textiles	known	as	Songket	are	made,	as	well	as	traditional	patterned	batik	fabrics.	Indigenous	East	Malaysians	are	known	for	their	wooden	masks.	Malaysian	art	has	expanded	only	recently,	as	before	the	1950s	Islamic	taboos	about	drawing	people	and	animals	were	strong.[25]	Textiles	such	as	the	batik,
songket,	Pua	Kumbu,	and	tekat	are	used	for	decorations,	often	embroidered	with	a	painting	or	pattern.	Traditional	jewelry	was	made	from	gold	and	silver	adorned	with	gems,	and,	in	East	Malaysia,	leather	and	beads	were	used	to	the	same	effect.[26]Earthenware	has	been	developed	in	many	areas.	The	Labu	Sayong	is	a	gourd-shaped	clay	jar	that
holds	water.	Perak	is	famous	for	these.	Also	used	to	store	water	is	the	angular	Terenang.	The	belanga	is	a	clay	bowl	used	to	cook,	with	a	wide	base	that	allows	heat	to	spread	easily.[26]	Carved	wood	is	used	as	ornamentation	for	many	items,	such	as	doors	and	window	panels.[25]	Woodcarving	was	never	an	industry,	but	an	art.	Traditional	woodcarvers
spent	years	simply	preparing	the	wood,	due	to	a	belief	that	woodcarvers	need	to	be	a	perfect	match	with	their	wood.	The	wood	also	had	to	match	the	buyer,	so	woodcarving	was	a	very	ritualised	task.[27]Each	ethnic	group	has	distinct	performing	arts,	with	little	overlap	between	them.	Malay	art	shows	some	North	Indian	influence.[28]	A	form	of	art
called	mak	yong,	incorporating	dance	and	drama,	remains	strong	in	the	Kelantan	state.[29]	However,	older	Malayan-Thai	performing	arts	such	as	mak	yong	have	declined	in	popularity	throughout	the	country	due	to	their	Hindu-Buddhist	origin.	Since	the	Islamisation	period,	the	arts	and	tourism	ministry	have	focused	on	newer	dances	of	Portuguese,
Middle	Eastern,	or	Mughal	origin.	Malay	traditional	dances	include	joget	melayu	and	zapin.	In	recent	years,	dikir	barat	has	grown	in	popularity,	and	it	is	actively	promoted	by	state	governments	as	a	cultural	icon.[30]	Silat	is	another	popular	Malay	martial	art	and	dance	form,	believed	to	increase	a	person's	spiritual	strength.[26]	Wayang	kulit	(shadow
puppet	theatre)	has	been	popular	in	Malaysia	for	centuries.[28]	The	puppets	are	usually	made	with	cow	and	buffalo	skin,	and	are	carved	and	painted	by	hand.[26]	Plays	done	with	shadow	puppets	are	often	based	on	traditional	stories,[31]	especially	tales	from	the	Ramayana	and	the	Mahabharata.	Traditionally,	theatrical	music	is	performed	only	by
men.[28]	Javanese	immigrants	brought	Kuda	Kepang	to	Johor,	and	is	a	form	of	dance	where	dancers	sit	on	mock	horses	and	tells	the	tales	of	Islamic	wars.	The	Chinese	communities	brought	traditional	lion	dances	and	dragon	dances	with	them,	while	Indians	brought	art	forms	such	as	Bharata	Natyam	and	Bhangra.	Colonialism	also	brought	other	art
forms,	such	as	the	Portuguese	Farapeira	and	Branyo.	There	are	a	variety	of	traditional	dances,	which	often	have	very	strong	spiritual	significance.	Different	tribes	from	west	and	east	Malaysia	have	different	dances.[26]Main	article:	Architecture	of	MalaysiaReplica	of	the	palace	of	the	Malacca	Sultanate,	built	from	information	in	the	Malay
Annals.South-East	Asia's	Largest	Temple-	Kek	Lok	Si	in	Penang	being	illuminated	in	preparation	for	the	Lunar	New	Year.Architecture	in	Malaysia	is	a	combination	of	many	styles,	from	Islamic	and	Chinese	styles	to	those	brought	by	European	colonists.[25]	Malay	architecture	has	changed	due	to	these	influences.	Houses	in	the	north	are	similar	to
those	in	Thailand,	while	those	in	the	south	are	similar	to	those	in	Java.	New	materials,	such	as	glasses	and	nails,	were	brought	in	by	Europeans,	changing	the	architecture.[32]	Houses	are	built	for	tropical	conditions,	raised	on	stilts	with	high	roofs	and	large	windows,	allowing	air	to	flow	through	the	house	and	cool	it	down.[26]	Wood	has	been	the	main
building	material	for	much	of	Malaysia's	history;	it	is	used	for	everything	from	the	simple	kampung	to	royal	palaces.[25]	In	Negeri	Sembilan	traditional	houses	are	entirely	free	of	nails.[26]	Besides	wood,	other	common	materials	such	as	bamboo	and	leaves	were	used.[32]	The	Istana	Kenangan	in	Kuala	Kangsar	was	built	in	1926,	and	it	the	only	Malay
palace	with	bamboo	walls.	The	Oral	Asal	of	East	Malaysia	live	in	longhouses	and	water	villages.	Longhouses	are	elevated	and	on	stilts,	and	can	house	20	to	100	families.	Water	villages	are	also	built	on	stilts,	with	houses	connected	with	planks	and	most	transport	by	boats.[26]Main	article:	Music	of	MalaysiaTraditional	Malay	music	and	performing	arts
appear	to	have	originated	in	the	Kelantan-Pattani	region.	The	music	is	based	around	percussion	instruments,[28]	the	most	important	of	which	is	the	gendang	(drum).	There	are	at	least	14	types	of	traditional	drums.[33]	Drums	and	other	traditional	percussion	instruments	are	often	made	from	natural	materials	such	as	shells.[33]	Other	instruments
include	the	rebab	(a	bowed	string	instrument),	the	serunai	(a	double-reed	oboe-like	instrument),	the	seruling	(flute),	and	trumpets.	Music	is	traditionally	used	for	storytelling,	celebrating	life-cycle	events,	and	at	annual	events	such	as	the	harvest.[28]	Music	was	once	used	as	a	form	of	long-distance	communication.[33]	Traditional	orchestra	can	be
divided	between	two	forms,	the	gamelan	which	plays	melodies	using	gongs	and	string	instruments,	and	the	nobat	which	uses	wind	instruments	to	create	more	solemn	music.[26]In	East	Malaysia,	ensembles	based	around	gongs	such	as	agung	and	kulintang	are	commonly	used	in	ceremonies	such	as	funerals	and	weddings.[34]	These	ensembles	are	also
common	in	the	southern	Philippines,	Kalimantan	in	Indonesia,	and	in	Brunei.[34]	Chinese	and	Indian	Malaysians	have	their	own	forms	of	music,	and	the	indigenous	tribes	of	Peninsula	and	East	Malaysia	have	unique	traditional	instruments.[25]	In	countries	such	as	Singapore,	Malaysia	and	Indonesia	it	is	believed	that	performing	at	the	house	during
Hari	Raya	(a	traditional	malay	festival)	is	a	good	belief	as	it	brings	goodluck	and	fortune	to	the	performers	and	host	of	the	house.Within	Malaysia,	the	largest	performing	arts	venue	is	the	Petronas	Philharmonic	Hall.	The	resident	orchestra	is	the	Malaysian	Philharmonic	Orchestra.[35]	Malay	popular	music	is	a	combination	of	styles	from	all	ethnicities
in	the	country.[25]	The	Malaysian	government	has	taken	steps	to	control	what	music	is	available	in	Malaysia;	rap	music	has	been	criticised,[36]	heavy	metal	has	been	limited,[37]	and	foreign	bands	must	submit	a	recording	of	a	recent	concert	before	playing	in	Malaysia.[38]	It	is	believed	that	this	music	is	a	bad	influence	on	youth.[37]Main	article:
Malaysian	literatureMalacca	Literature	MuseumThe	strong	oral	tradition	that	has	existed	since	before	the	arrival	of	writing	to	what	is	now	Malaysia	continues	today.	These	early	works	were	heavily	influenced	by	Indian	epics.[39]	Oral	literature	such	as	folktales	flourished	even	after	printed	works	appeared.[25]	The	Arabic	Jawi	script	arrived	with	the
coming	of	Islam	to	the	peninsula	in	the	late	15thcentury.[39]	At	this	point,	stories	which	previously	had	given	lessons	in	Hinduism	and	Buddhism	were	taken	to	have	more	universal	meanings,	with	their	main	story	lines	remaining	intact.[31]	Each	of	the	Malay	Sultanates	created	their	own	literary	tradition	influenced	by	preexisting	oral	stories	and	by
the	stories	that	came	with	Islam.[39]	The	arrival	of	the	printing	press	in	Malaysia	was	key	in	allowing	literature	to	be	accessed	by	more	than	those	rich	enough	to	afford	handwritten	manuscripts.[31]	There	was	a	division	between	the	royal	Malays,	who	knew	English,	and	the	lower	classes,	who	only	read	Malay.[25]	In	the	early	years	of	the
20thcentury,	literature	began	to	change	to	reflect	the	changing	norms	of	Malaysians.[31]	In	1971	the	government	took	the	step	of	defining	the	literature	of	different	languages.	Literature	written	in	Malay	was	called	"The	National	Literature	of	Malaysia";	literature	in	other	bumiputra	languages	was	called	"regional	literature";	literature	in	other
languages	was	called	"sectional	literature".[40]Malay	poetry	is	highly	developed,	and	uses	many	forms.[39]	A	Hikayat	is	a	traditional	narrative,	and	stories	written	in	that	fashion	are	named	using	Hikayat	followed	by	the	name(s)	of	the	protagonist(s).	The	pantun	is	a	form	of	poetry	used	in	many	aspects	of	Malay	culture.	The	Syair	is	another	form	of
narrative,	once	very	popular.[31]	The	Hikayat	form	remains	popular,	and	the	pantun	has	spread	from	Malay	to	other	languages.[39]	Until	the	19thcentury,	literature	produced	in	Malaysia	focused	mainly	on	tales	of	royalty,[31]	as	it	was	produced	just	for	royalty.[25]	It	was	after	this	point	that	it	expanded	to	other	areas.[31]	The	race	riots	of	1969
strongly	influenced	literature;	the	improvements	of	the	economy	in	the	1980s	brought	about	social	changes	and	new	forms	of	literature.[25]The	first	Malay	literature	was	in	Arabic	script.	The	earliest	known	Malay	writing	is	on	the	Terengganu	Inscription	Stone,	made	in	1303.[25]	One	of	the	more	famous	Malay	works	is	the	Sulalatus	al-Salatin,	also
known	as	the	Sejarah	Melayu	(meaning	"The	Malay	Annals").	It	was	originally	recorded	in	the	15thcentury,	although	it	has	since	been	edited;[39]	the	known	version	is	from	the	16thcentury.	The	Hikaya	Rajit	Pasai,	written	in	the	15thcentury,	is	another	significant	literary	work.[25]	The	Hikayat	Hang	Tuah,	or	story	of	Hang	Tuah,	tells	the	story	of	Hang
Tuah	and	his	devotion	to	his	Sultan.[25]	This	is	the	most	famous	Hikayat;[31]	it	drew	from	the	Sejarah	Melayu.	Both	have	been	nominated	as	world	heritage	items	under	the	United	Nations	Educational,	Scientific	and	Cultural	Organization	(UNESCO)	'Memory	of	the	World'	programme.[39]	Folktales	such	as	the	Hikayat	Sang	Kancil,	about	a	clever
mouse	deer,	are	popular,	as	are	adventures	such	as	Ramayana,	adapted	from	Indian	epics.	Munshi	Abdullah	(Abdullah	bin	Abdul	Kadir),	who	lived	from	1797	to	1854,	is	regarded	as	the	father	of	Malay	literature.	Hikayat	Abdullah,	his	autobiography,	is	about	everyday	life	at	the	time	when	British	influence	was	spreading.	Female	Malay	writers	began
becoming	popular	in	the	1950s.[25]Different	ethnic	and	linguistic	groups	have	produced	works	in	their	own	languages.[25]	Chinese	and	Indian	literature	became	common	as	the	numbers	of	speakers	increased	in	Malaysia,	and	locally	produced	works	based	in	languages	from	those	areas	began	to	be	produced	in	the	19thcentury.[39]	Beginning	in	the
1950s,	Chinese	literature	expanded;	homemade	literature	in	Indian	languages	has	failed	to	emerge.	English	has	become	a	common	literary	language.[25]Main	article:	Malaysian	cuisineNasi	Lemak,	the	national	dish	of	MalaysiaClockwise	from	bottom	left:	beef	soup,	ketupat	(compressed	rice	cubes),	beef	rendang	and	sayur	lodehMalaysia's	cuisine
reflects	the	multiethnic	makeup	of	its	population,[41]	and	is	defined	by	its	diversity.[42]	Many	cultures	from	Malaysia	and	the	surrounding	areas	have	greatly	influenced	Malaysian	cuisine,	with	strong	influence	from	Malay,	Chinese,	Indian,	Thai,	Javanese,	and	Sumatran	cuisines.[25]	Much	of	this	is	due	to	Malaysia	being	a	part	of	the	ancient	spice
route.[42]	The	cuisine	is	very	similar	to	that	of	Singapore	and	Brunei,[43]	and	also	bears	resemblance	to	Filipino	cuisine.[25]	The	different	states	of	Malaysia	have	varied	dishes,[43]	and	often	the	food	in	Malaysia	is	different	from	the	original	dishes.[44]Sometimes	food	not	found	in	its	original	culture	is	assimilated	into	another;	for	example,	Chinese
restaurants	in	Malaysia	often	serve	Malaysian	dishes.[45]	Food	from	one	culture	is	sometimes	cooked	using	styles	taken	from	another.[43]	This	means	that	although	many	Malaysian	dishes	originate	from	another	culture,	they	have	their	own	identities.[42]	Often	the	food	in	Malaysia	is	different	from	the	original	dishes;[46]	for	example,	Chinese	food	is
often	sweeter	in	Malaysian	versions	than	the	original.[25]	The	Peranakans,	Chinese	who	moved	to	Malaysia	centuries	ago,	have	their	own	unique	cuisine	that	Chinese	cooking	techniques	with	Malay	ingredients.[42]During	a	dinner	food	is	not	served	in	courses,	but	all	at	once.[25]	Rice	is	popular	in	many	Malaysian	dishes.	Chilli	is	commonly	found	in
Malaysian	dishes,	although	this	does	not	make	them	spicy.[41]	Noodles	are	common.	Pork	is	rarely	used	in	Malaysia,	because	of	the	large	Muslim	population.	Some	celebrations	have	food	associated	with	them,	and	mooncakes	are	often	eaten	during	Mooncake	Festival.[25]This	section	needs	expansion.	You	can	help	by	adding	to	it.	(August	2015)See
also:	Malaysian	cultural	outfitsSee	also:	Hijab	by	country	MalaysiaSome	of	the	traditional	clothes	from	East	MalaysiaSiti	Nurhaliza	wearing	a	tudungAs	of	2013	most	Muslim	Malaysian	women	wear	the	tudung,	a	type	of	hijab.	This	use	of	the	tudung	was	uncommon	prior	to	the	1979	Iranian	revolution,[47]	and	the	places	that	had	women	in	tudung
tended	to	be	rural	areas.	The	usage	of	the	tudung	sharply	increased	after	the	1970s.[48]	as	religious	conservatism	among	Malay	people	in	both	Malaysia	and	Singapore	increased.[49]Several	members	of	the	Kelantan	ulama	in	the	1960s	believed	the	hijab	was	not	mandatory.[47]	By	2015	the	Malaysian	ulama	believed	this	previous	viewpoint	was	un-
Islamic.[50]By	2015	Malaysia	had	a	fashion	industry	related	to	the	tudung.[47]	By	2015	Muslim	Malay	society	had	a	negative	reaction	to	Muslim	women	who	do	not	wear	tudung.[48]Norhayati	Kaprawi	directed	a	2011	documentary	about	the	use	of	tudung	in	Malaysia,	"Siapa	Aku?"	("Who	am	I?").	It	is	in	Malay,	with	English	subtitles	available.
[50]Main	article:	Public	holidays	in	MalaysiaMalay	children	dressed	for	Hari	rayaMalaysians	observe	a	number	of	holidays	and	festivities	throughout	the	year,	on	both	the	federal	and	state	level.	Other	festivals	are	observed	by	particular	ethnic	or	religion	groups,	but	are	not	public	holidays.	The	main	holy	days	of	each	major	religion	are	public
holidays.	The	most	widespread	holiday	is	the	"Hari	Merdeka"	(Independence	Day),	otherwise	known	as	"Merdeka"	(Freedom),	on	31	August.	It	commemorates	the	independence	of	the	Federation	of	Malaya.	This,	as	well	as	Labour	Day	(1	May),	the	King's	birthday	(first	Saturday	of	June),	and	some	other	festivals	are	major	national	public	holidays.
Federal	Territory	day	is	celebrated	in	the	three	Federal	territories	(on	1	February).[25]	Malaysia	Day,	held	on	16	September,	commemorates	the	formation	of	Malaysia	through	the	union	of	Malaya,	Singapore,	Sabah,	and	Sarawak,	although	it	is	celebrated	mainly	in	East	Malaysia.[51]New	Year's	Day,	Chinese	New	Year,	and	the	start	of	the	Islamic
calendar	are	all	public	holidays.[25]	Muslim	holidays	are	highly	prominent	in	Malaysia.	The	most	important	of	these	is	Hari	Raya	Puasa	(also	called	Hari	Raya	Aidilfitri),[52]	which	is	the	Malay	translation	of	Eid	al-Fitr.	It	is	a	festival	honoured	by	Muslims	worldwide	marking	the	end	of	Ramadan,	the	fasting	month.	They	also	celebrate	Hari	Raya	Haji
(also	called	Hari	Raya	Aidiladha,	the	translation	of	Eid	ul-Adha),	Awal	Muharram	(Islamic	New	Year)	and	Maulidur	Rasul	(Birthday	of	the	Prophet).[25]Malaysian	Chinese	typically	hold	the	same	festivals	observed	by	Chinese	around	the	world.	Chinese	New	Year	is	the	most	prominent,	lasting	for	15	days.	Hindus	in	Malaysia	celebrate	Deepavali,	the
festival	of	light,[25]	while	Thaipusam	is	a	celebration	in	which	pilgrims	from	all	over	the	country	meet	at	the	Batu	Caves.[53]	Wesak	(Malay	for	Vesak),	the	day	of	Buddha's	birth,	is	a	public	holiday.	Malaysia's	Christian	community	observes	most	of	the	holidays	observed	by	Christians	elsewhere,	most	notably	Christmas[25]	and	Easter.	Good	Friday,
however,	is	only	a	public	holiday	in	the	two	Bornean	states.	The	harvest	festivals	of	Gawai	in	Sarawak	and	Kaamatan	in	Sabah	are	also	important	for	East	Malaysians.[54]Despite	most	of	the	festivals	being	identified	with	a	particular	ethnic	or	religious	group,	festivities	are	often	participated	in	by	all	Malaysians.	One	example	of	this	is	the	celebration
of	Kongsi	Raya,	which	is	celebrated	when	Hari	Raya	Puasa	and	Chinese	New	Year	coincide.	The	term	Kongsi	Raya	(which	means	"sharing	the	celebration"	in	Malay)	was	coined	because	of	the	similarity	between	the	word	kongsi	and	the	Chinese	New	Year	greeting	of	Gong	xi	fa	cai.	Similarly,	the	portmanteau	Deepa	Raya	was	coined	when	Hari	Raya
Puasa	and	Deepavali	coincided.[55]A	practice	known	as	"open	house"	(rumah	terbuka)	is	common	during	the	festivities,	especially	during	Hari	Raya	Aidilfitri,	Deepavali,	Chinese	New	Year,	and	Christmas.	Open	house	means	that	all	well-wishers	are	received	and	that	everyone,	regardless	of	background,	is	invited	to	attend.[12]	Open	houses	are
normally	held	at	the	home	of	the	host	and	foods	are	prepared	by	the	host.	There	are	also	open	houses	held	at	larger	public	venues,	especially	when	hosted	by	government	agencies	or	corporations.	Most	Malaysians	take	the	time	off	work	or	school	to	return	to	their	hometowns	to	celebrate	the	festivities	with	their	extended	relatives.	This	practice	is
commonly	known	as	balik	kampung	and	usually	causes	traffic	jams	on	most	highways	in	the	country.[56]Main	article:	Sport	in	MalaysiaA	wau	workshopPopular	sports	in	Malaysia	include	badminton,	bowling,	football,	squash,	and	field	hockey.[57]	Malaysia	has	small-scale	traditional	sports.	Wau	is	a	traditional	form	of	kite-flying	involving	kites	created
with	intricate	designs.	These	kites	can	reach	heights	of	nearly	500	metres	(1,640ft),	and	due	to	bamboo	attachments	create	a	humming	sound	when	flown.[58]	Sepak	takraw	is	a	game	in	which	a	rattan	ball	is	kept	in	the	air	without	using	hands.[59]	A	traditional	game	played	during	the	rice	harvest	season	was	throwing	gasing,	which	are	large	tops
weighing	around	5	kilograms	(11lb),	which	are	thrown	by	unfurling	a	rope	and	scooped	off	the	ground	while	spinning.	They	are	known	to	be	able	to	spin	for	over	an	hour.[26]	Other	sports	are	dragon	dancing	and	dragon-boat	racing.	Malaysia's	coastline	is	popular	for	scuba	diving,	sailing,	and	other	water	sports	and	activities.[59]	Whitewater	rafting
and	trekking	are	also	often	done.[60]Many	international	sports	are	highly	popular	in	Malaysia.	Badminton	matches	in	Malaysia	attract	thousands	of	spectators,	and	Malaysia,	along	with	Indonesia	and	China,	has	consistently	held	the	Thomas	Cup	since	1949.[61]	Famous	players	include	Lee	Chong	Wei.[citation	needed]	The	Malaysian	Lawn	Bowls
Federation	(PLBM)	was	registered	in	1997,[62]	and	already	fields	a	strong	international	team[63]	and	has	made	progress	on	the	international	stage.[64]	Squash	was	brought	to	Malaysia	by	members	of	the	British	army,	with	the	first	competition	being	held	in	1939.	The	Squash	Racquets	Association	of	Malaysia	(SRAM)	was	created	on	25	June	1972,
and	has	had	great	success	in	Asian	squash	competitions.[65]	Football	is	popular	in	Malaysia,[59]	and	Malaysia	has	proposed	a	Southeast	Asian	football	league.[66]	Hockey	is	popular	in	Malaysia,	with	the	Malaysian	team	ranked	14th	in	the	world	as	of	2010.[67]	Malaysia	hosted	the	third	Hockey	World	Cup	at	the	Merdeka	Stadium	in	Kuala	Lumpur,
before	also	hosting	the	10thcup.[68]	Malaysia	has	its	own	Formula	One	track,	the	Sepang	International	Circuit.	It	runs	for	310.408	kilometres	(193mi),	and	held	its	first	Grand	Prix	in	2000.[69]	Golf	is	growing	in	popularity,	with	many	courses	being	built	around	the	country.[57]Gasing	spinning	top	at	the	cultural	center	Gelanggang	SeniThe	Federation
of	Malaya	Olympic	Council	was	formed	in	1953,	and	received	recognition	by	the	International	Olympic	Committee	in	1954.	It	first	participated	in	the	1956	Melbourne	Olympic	Games.	The	council	was	renamed	the	Olympic	Council	of	Malaysia	in	1964,	and	has	participated	in	all	but	one	Olympic	games	since	the	council	was	formed.	The	largest	number
of	athletes	sent	to	the	Olympics	was	57,	to	the	1972	Munich	Olympic	Games.[70]	Malaysian	athletes	have	won	a	total	of	four	Olympic	medals,	all	of	which	are	in	badminton.[71]	Malaysia	has	competed	at	the	Commonwealth	Games	since	1950	as	Malaya,	and	1966	as	Malaysia.	It	has	been	dominant	in	badminton,	and	hosted	the	games	in	Kuala	Lumpur
in	1998.[72]	The	1998	Commonwealth	Games	were	the	first	time	the	torch	relay	went	through	more	nations	than	just	England	and	the	host	country.[73]Main	article:	Mass	media	of	MalaysiaMuch	of	the	Malaysian	media	is	tied	to	the	ruling	UMNO	party,[74]	with	the	county's	main	newspaper	owned	by	the	government	and	political	parties	in	the	ruling
coalition.[75]	Major	opposition	parties	also	have	their	own	newspapers.[76]	Besides	Malay	newspapers,	there	is	large	circulation	of	English,	Chinese,	and	Tamil	dailies.[77]	The	media	has	been	blamed	for	increasing	tension	between	Indonesia	and	Malaysia,	and	giving	Malaysians	a	bad	image	of	Indonesians.[78]	There	is	a	divide	between	the	media	in
the	two	halves	of	Malaysia.	Peninsular-based	media	gives	low	priority	to	news	from	East	Malaysia,	and	often	treats	it	as	a	colony	of	the	Peninsular.[77]	Internet	access	is	rare	outside	the	main	urban	centres,[74]	and	those	of	the	lower	classes	have	less	access	to	non-government	news	sources.[75]The	regulated	freedom	of	the	press	has	been	criticised,
and	it	has	been	claimed	that	the	government	threatens	journalists	with	reduced	employment	opportunities	and	denial	of	family	admittance	to	universities.[79]	The	Malaysian	government	has	previously	tried	to	crack	down	on	opposition	papers	before	elections	when	the	ruling	party	was	unsure	of	its	political	situation.[76]	In	2007,	a	government
agency	issued	a	directive	to	all	private	television	and	radio	stations	to	refrain	from	broadcasting	speeches	made	by	opposition	leaders,[80]	a	move	condemned	by	politicians	from	the	opposition	Democratic	Action	Party.[81]	Sabah,	where	only	one	tabloid	is	not	independent	of	government	control,	has	the	freest	press	in	Malaysia.[77]	Legislation	such	as
the	Printing	Presses	and	Publications	Act	has	been	cited	as	curtailing	freedom	of	expression.[79]	The	Malaysian	government	has	large	control	over	the	media	due	to	this	Act,	which	stipulates	that	a	media	organisation	must	have	the	government's	permission	to	operate.	However,	the	"Bill	of	Guarantee	of	No	Internet	Censorship"	passed	in	the	1990s
means	that	internet	news	is	uncensored.[74]Main	article:	Cinema	of	MalaysiaMalaysian	filming	has	gone	through	five	stages.	The	first	stage	occurred	when	narrative	filmmaking	began	in	1933,	with	the	production	of	Laila	Majnun	by	a	company	operating	out	of	Singapore.	For	the	first	couple	of	decades	following	World	War	II,	most	films	were
directed	by	directors	from	India	and	the	Philippines,	which	produced	a	second	stage	of	movies.	The	first	locally	directed	film,	Permata	di-Perlembahan,	was	produced	in	1952.	It	however	failed	in	the	cinemas.	A	third	stage	appeared	as	Singapore-based	studios	began	to	produce	films	in	the	1950s,	but	the	industry	was	subsequently	damaged	due	to
independence	of	Singapore	and	the	loss	of	studios	there.	Indonesian	films	gained	popularity	at	this	time,	although	a	small	group	of	filmmakers	continued	to	produce	in	Malaysia,	forming	the	fourth	stage.	In	the	1980s	the	local	industry	began	to	recover,	bringing	about	the	fifth	and	most	eloquent	stage,	which	covered	more	themes	than	any	previous
stage.	This	was	also	the	first	time	non-Malay	films	began	to	have	a	significant	presence.[82]The	government	began	to	sponsor	films	in	1975,	creating	the	National	Film	Development	Corporation	in	1981.[82]	Through	this	the	government	offers	loans	to	filmmaker's	who	want	to	develop	films,	however	the	criteria	for	obtaining	funds	has	been	criticised
as	promoting	only	commercial	films.	Due	to	this	lack	of	government	funding	for	smaller	projects,	a	strong	independent	film	movement	has	developed.	There	has	been	a	large	increase	in	short	films,	which	in	the	past	two	decades	have	begun	to	gain	status	in	international	film	festivals.	Independent	documentaries	often	cover	areas	which	would
normally	be	censored	by	the	government,	such	as	sex	and	sexuality,	as	well	as	racial	inequality	and	tension.	Although	the	government	has	criticised	some	films	for	not	showing	multiculturalism,	its	actions	have	been	inconsistent	in	that	respect,	and	often	favour	the	Malay	culture	over	others.[83]Malaysia	portalArabization	in	MalaysiaMalaysian
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holidays	are	Hari	Raya	Puasa	(Holiday	of	Fasting),	or	Aidilfitri	(d	al-Fir),	to	celebrate	the	end	of	the	fasting	month	of	Ramadan,	and	Hari	Raya	Haji	(Holiday	of	the	Pilgrimage),	or	Aidiladha	(d	al-A),	to	celebrate	the	culmination	of	the	season	of	pilgrimage	to	Mecca.	Buddhists	honour	the	life	of	the	Buddha	on	Hari	Wesak	(Wesak	Day),	and	Chinese
Malaysians	celebrate	Chinese	New	Year.	Deepavali	(Diwali),	a	Hindu	festival	of	lights	spanning	several	days,	is	observed	by	many	Indian	Malaysians,	while	Christmas	is	the	principal	holiday	of	the	Christian	community.	On	most	of	these	holidays,	it	is	customary	to	host	an	open	house,	where	guests	are	treated	to	Malaysian	delicacies	and	hospitality.	A
holiday	that	spans	all	ethnic	groups	and	religions	is	Hari	Kebangsaan	(National	Day),	a	celebration	of	Malaysias	independence	on	August	31.	Gawai	Dayak	paradeMen	carrying	banners	in	Gawai	Dayak	parade,	Kuching,	Sarawak,	Malaysia.The	states	have	their	own	holidays.	Sarawak,	for	instance,	celebrates	Gawai	Dayak	(Dayak	Festival).	Rooted	in
the	harvest	rituals	and	festivities	(gawai)	of	the	Iban	and	Bidayuh	peoples,	this	holiday	broadly	honours	the	states	non-Malay	indigenous	heritage.	Beyond	the	official	holidays	and	other	religious	festivities,	important	life	events	such	as	birth,	circumcision	(for	young	Muslim	men),	and	marriage	are	usually	celebrated	by	a	feast,	known	in	Malay	as
kenduri.	The	wedding	ceremony	is	generally	the	most	important	and	elaborate	of	such	events	among	both	Malay	and	non-Malay	peoples.	In	rural	areas	the	kenduri	is	normally	held	at	the	house	of	the	host	family,	while	in	urban	areas	the	feast	often	takes	place	in	a	large	hall	or	hotel.	Malaysian	cuisines	reflect	the	mixture	of	ethnic	groups	in	the
countrys	population.	The	three	most	prominent	cuisines	are	Chinese,	Indian,	and	Malay.	Popular	Chinese	foods	include	sweet-and-sour	Cantonese	dishes	and	a	milder	favourite,	Hainanese	chicken	rice.	Indian	cuisine	ranges	from	the	hot	vegetarian	dishes	of	southern	Indian	cooking	to	the	more	subtly	spiced	Muslim	Indian	food	to	the	yogurt-marinated
meats	of	tandoori	cookery	from	northern	India.	All	these	foods,	while	recognizably	Chinese	or	Indian,	have	developed	a	distinctly	Malaysian	character.	Traditional	Malay	cuisine	consists	of	white	rice	served	with	various	curries	and	fried	dishes.	Sate,	small	skewers	of	chicken	or	beef	dipped	in	a	spicy	peanut	sauce,	nasi	goreng	(fried	rice),	and	nasi
lemak	(fatty	rice),	which	is	coconut	rice	served	with	fried	anchovies,	peanuts,	and	a	curry	dish,	are	among	the	most	common	Malay	foods.	Noodles,	cooked	and	served	in	various	styles,	are	also	local	favourites.	Non-Muslim	indigenous	peoples	of	Peninsular	and	East	Malaysia	typically	eat	a	staple	food	such	as	rice,	tapioca,	or	sago	served	with	locally
grown	or	gathered	vegetables	(e.g.,	ferns	and	tapioca	leaves)	and	fish,	wild	boar,	venison,	or	other	game.	The	food	is	generally	not	spicy	or	only	mildly	so.	The	history	and	cultural	life	of	Malaysia	are	exhibited	primarily	in	various	museums	in	Kuala	Lumpur	and	several	state	capitals	throughout	the	country.	Built	in	a	Malay	architectural	style	in	1963,
the	National	Museum	in	Kuala	Lumpur	houses	a	diverse	archaeological	and	ethnographic	collection	that	documents	Malaysias	social,	cultural,	artistic,	and	economic	history.	The	Perak	Museum	in	Taiping	is	the	oldest	museum	in	Peninsular	Malaysia	and	contains	collections	of	the	natural	history	and	material	culture	of	the	region.	The	Penang	Museum
and	Art	Gallery	highlights	Penang	Islands	immigrant	and	colonial	history.	In	East	Malaysia,	the	Sabah	Museum	in	Kota	Kinabalu	and	the	Sarawak	Museum	in	Kuching,	both	established	in	the	late	19th	century,	chronicle	the	unique	prehistory	and	history	of	these	states	and	their	peoples.	In	addition	to	the	broadly	ethnographic	or	historical	museums,
there	also	are	numerous	institutions	dedicated	to	the	documentation	of	particular	Malaysian	phenomena.	The	Islamic	Arts	Museum	in	Kuala	Lumpur,	for	instance,	traces	the	advent	and	growth	of	the	art	and	culture	of	Islam	in	Malaysia	from	the	7th	century	to	contemporary	times.	Other	such	topical	museums	include	a	numismatic	museum,	a	museum
of	telecommunications,	and	an	armed	forces	museum,	all	located	in	the	capital	city.	Malaysia	is	home	to	many	art	galleries	and	theatres	for	the	performing	arts	as	well.	The	National	Art	Gallery	has	permanent	exhibitions	of	modern	paintings	by	Malaysian	artists	and	rotating	exhibitions	of	art	from	around	the	world.	Plays,	dances,	and	musical
productions	by	Malaysian	and	international	performers	are	staged	regularly	at	the	grand	national	theatre,	called	the	Istana	Budaya	(Palace	of	Cultures	and	Arts),	in	Kuala	Lumpur.	Sports	in	Malaysia	are	a	mixture	of	traditional	and	Western	games.	From	the	mid-19th	century,	British	expatriates	introduced	football	(soccer),	cricket,	track	and	field
events,	and	rugby	to	the	peninsula;	they	formed	a	number	of	clubs	and	organized	competitions.	The	Malaysia	Cup	(formerly	the	H.M.S.	Malaya	Cup),	first	contested	in	1921,	is	the	countrys	premier	football	competition.	cricketMalaysian	men	playing	cricket.Traditional	sports	also	enjoy	local	popularity.	Top-spinning	(main	gasing)	competitions	are
seriously	contested,	with	winning	tops	often	spinning	for	well	over	an	hour.	In	some	areas,	top	spinning	is	not	merely	a	random	pastime	but	is	associated	with	the	agricultural	cycle.	Kite	flying	also	is	a	favourite	activity,	as	are	bird-singing	contests,	which	may	feature	hundreds	of	birds,	all	with	unique	songs.	Sepak	takraw	(kick	ball)	is	a	uniquely
Southeast	Asian	game	(now	played	in	other	regions)	that	is	similar	to	volleyball	but	is	played	with	a	woven	rattan	ball	and	without	using	the	hands.	The	sport	is	internationally	competitive,	and	Malaysia	has	fronted	winning	teams.	Malaysia	made	its	debut	at	the	Summer	Olympic	Games	in	Melbourne	in	1956.	At	the	1992	and	1996	Summer	Games	the
country	took	medals	in	mens	badminton.	Malaysia	was	one	of	the	founders	of	the	biennial	Southeast	Asian	Games	and	has	hosted	the	event	several	times	since	its	inception	in	1957.	The	press	is	the	principal	source	of	information	in	urban	areas	of	Malaysia.	The	newspapers	are	all	privately	owned	(many	by	political	parties)	and	vary	greatly	in
circulation,	quality	of	reporting,	and	news	coverage.	Dozens	of	daily	papers	circulate	in	all	the	major	languages	of	the	country,	including	Malay,	English,	Chinese,	and	Tamil.	In	Sabah	several	dailies	also	are	issued	in	the	Kadazan	language.	Although	many	public	and	private	radio	stations	cater	to	urban	listeners,	radio	is	the	primary	information
channel	in	remote	rural	areas.	Both	on	the	peninsula	and	in	East	Malaysia,	the	government-operated	Radio	Television	Malaysia	(RTM)	broadcasts	in	Malay,	English,	and	assorted	Chinese	languages,	as	well	as	in	various	indigenous	languages,	such	as	Iban	in	Sarawak.	RTM	also	broadcasts	internationally	in	Arabic,	English,	Chinese,	and	the	national
languages	of	several	of	Malaysias	Southeast	Asian	neighbours.	Television	is	a	popular	medium	across	geographical	and	linguistic	boundaries.	The	government	had	a	monopoly	on	television	broadcasting	until	the	mid-1990s,	when	it	opened	the	industry	to	private	operators.	Since	that	time	several	commercial	stations	have	been	established,	and	the
emergence	of	private	cable	and	satellite	companies	has	allowed	television	broadcasting	to	reach	the	most	remote	rural	regions	of	the	country.	Ooi	Jin	Bee	Thomas	R.	Leinbach	Zakaria	Bin	Ahmad	By	Keith	HocktonThe	Malays	inhabit	the	Malay	Peninsula;	eastern	Sumatra;	the	southernmost	parts	of	Thailand;	the	south	coast	of	Burma;	the	island	of
Singapore;	coastal	Borneo,	including	Brunei,	West	Kalimantan,	and	coastal	Sarawak	and	Sabah,	plus	the	smaller	islands	that	lie	between	these	locations.	Collectively	they	are	known	as	the	Alam	Melayu.	Today	these	areas	are	parts	of	the	modern	nations	of	Malaysia,	Indonesia,	Singapore,	Brunei,	Myanmar,	and	Thailand.Most	Chinese	in	Malaysia	are
the	descendants	of	different	groups	of	Chinese	who	arrived	between	the	15th	and	mid-20th	centuries,	seeking	a	better	life.	Within	Malaysia	they	are	referred	to	simply	as	Chinese	and	represent	the	second	largest	ethnic	group	after	the	ethnic	Malay	majority.There	are	four	principal	Chinese	dialect	groups	in	the	region,	plus	a	scattering	of	others,	each
originally	from	different	parts	of	China.	The	main	four	dialect	groupings	are	Min,	Hakka,	Cantonese,	and	Wu.Indian	Malaysians	or	Malaysian	Indians	are	Malaysians	of	Indian	origin.	Many	are	descendants	of	those	who	migrated	from	India	during	the	British	colonization	of	Malaya	and	today	they	form	the	third	largest	ethnic	group	in	Malaysia	after	the
Malays	and	the	Chinese.	There	is	evidence	of	Indians	living	in	the	Malay	Archipelago	for	over	2,500	years	and	they	brought	their	festivals	and	beliefs	with	them.The	oldest	inhabitants	of	the	Malay	Peninsula	are	its	tribal	peoples.	They	account	for	a	small	part	of	the	total	population	and	represent	a	majority	in	the	Malaysian	states	of	Sarawak	and
Sabah.	Although	they	prefer	to	be	known	by	their	individual	tribal	names,	Malaysians	know	them	as	Orang	Asli	or	Original	People	and	officially	there	are	18	Orang	Asli	tribes.The	other	groups	in	Malaysia	tend	to	be	predominantly	Europeans,	Australians,	New	Zealanders	North	Americans,	and	South	Africans.	Predominantly	Christian	by	birth,	if	not	in
practice,	they	too	bring	with	them	their	own	traditions	and	celebrations.The	Portuguese	were	the	first	European	colonial	powers	to	establish	themselves	in	Malaysia,	capturing	Malacca	in	1511,	followed	by	the	Dutch.	However,	it	was	the	British	who	ultimately	secured	their	hegemony	across	the	territory	that	is	now	Malaysia,	after	initially	establishing
bases	at	Jesselton,	Kuching,	Penang,	and	Singapore.Government:	11	states	and	two	federal	territories	and	located	on	the	Malay	Peninsula.	Two	additional	states	are	on	the	island	of	Borneo	and	there	is	one	federal	territory	just	north	of	the	island	of	Borneo.	All	states	and	territories	operate	within	a	constitutional	monarchy	under	the	Westminster
parliamentary	system.Legislature:	ParliamentLeader:	Prime	MinisterAppointer:	The	KingLanguage:	Bahasa	Malaysia.	The	official	business	language	of	Malaysia	is	English.The	Malays	of	Malaysia	are	officially	Muslims	of	the	Sunni	sect	and	of	the	school	of	Shafie.	Though	firmly	Islamic,	local	religious	beliefs	and	practices	also	have	a	distinctly	local
character.	This	means	that	a	full	understanding	of	Islamic	concepts	does	not	imply	a	concurrent	understanding	of	Malay	Islamic	religious	beliefs	and	customs.The	Chinese	in	the	region	are	predominantly	Buddhist,	but	more	often	than	not	cross	over	into	Confucianism	and	Taoism.	Buddhism	takes	care	of	the	afterlife,	Confucianism	looks	after	the
political	and	moral	aspects	of	life,	and	Taoism	teaches	people	to	maintain	harmony	with	the	universe.Tamils,	who	make	up	the	largest	of	the	Indian	groups	in	Malaysia,	are	of	both	Indian	and	Sri	Lankan	heritage;	tend	to	practice	Hinduism,	including	both	the	major	Hindu	and	Tamil	pantheon	of	deities.	Sri	Lankan	Tamil	Hindus	are	usually	Shaivites,
while	Telugu	Tamils	predominantly	belong	to	the	Vaishnavite	branch	of	Hinduism,	with	a	minority	among	them	practicing	Christianity	and	Islam.In	Malaysia,	most	of	the	Indian	Christians	are	Catholic,	Anglican,	Methodist,	Lutheran,	or	Evangelical.	Amongst	the	Malayalee	community,	Catholicism	and	the	Marthoma	Church	are	particularly	strong.
Many	Indians	from	the	Punjab	practice	Sikhism.Due	to	their	common	religious	background,	most	of	the	Indian	Muslim	community	has	been	absorbed	into	the	larger	Malay	community,	with	a	substantially	high	level	of	assimilation	and	intermarriage	between	the	communities.	In	Malaysia,	Tamil	Muslims	are	often	referred	to	as	Mamaks	while
Malayalee	Muslims	are	known	as	Kakas	or	Malabaris.The	Orang	Asli	and	other	indigenous	groups	in	Peninsular	Malaysia	and	Sabah	and	Sarawak	are	loosely	classified	as	animists	and	largely	not	recognized	by	the	state.	They	are	not	in	any	way	less	sophisticated	than	any	of	the	other	religions.	Their	ideas	about	morality	and	the	supernatural	world	are
complex,	well-structured,	and	very	in	tune	with	and	at	one	with	nature	and	their	surroundings.Most	of	the	Christian	churches	divide	their	year	into	two	parts:	the	first	from	the	end	of	November	to	the	end	of	May	and	the	second	from	May	onwards.	The	festivals	of	the	first	part	are	celebrations	of	the	birth,	life,	death,	resurrection	and	ascension	of
Jesus	Christ	and	the	coming	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	festivals	and	celebrations	of	the	second	part	are	largely	celebrated	in	memory	of	outstanding	early	Christians.Face	within	the	Malaysian	community	essentially	among	the	Chinese,	Indians,	and	Malays	is	important	and	very	complicated.	The	good	news	is	that	foreigners	are	not	expected	to	adhere	to
the	same	exacting	standards	of	respect	and	prestige	as	the	locals	are.	Small	gestures	of	respect	are	easy	to	do	and	go	a	long	way	towards	demonstrating	that	even	if	you	dont	understand	face,	you	respect	the	concept.One	way	to	describe	Face	is	that	it	is	the	prevention	of	embarrassment	at	all	costs	to	ones	self	and	to	others.There	are	many	aspects	of
Face:	one	can	lose	Face,	gain	Face,	and	lose	Face	for	others.	One	can	also	get	the	most	unfortunate	reputation	of	one	who	does	not	want	Face,	or	worse,	one	who	has	no	Face.To	lose	face	is	to	lose	the	respect	of	others,	to	be	humiliated	or	experience	public	disgrace.To	save	face	signifies	a	desire	or	defines	a	strategy	to	avoid	humiliation	or
embarrassment,	to	maintain	dignity	or	preserve	reputation.Meeting	and	GreetingMalacca,	Malaysia|Eoin	BassettMalay	women	may	not	shake	hands	with	men	and	you	shouldnt	be	offended	if	when	you	put	out	your	hand	that	it	is	refused.	Malay	women	can	of	course	shake	hands	with	men	and	women,	but	at	their	discretion.The	Chinese	handshake	is
light	and	may	be	rather	prolonged.	Chinese	men	and	women	may	shake	hands,	although	the	woman	must	extend	her	hand	first.Indians	shake	hands	with	members	of	the	same	sex	and	if	you	are	a	Westerner	meeting	an	Indian	woman	you	should	wait	for	her	to	extend	her	hand	first.	When	being	introduced	to	someone	of	the	opposite	sex,	nodding	the
head	and	smiling	is	usually	sufficient.The	Chinese	traditionally	have	three	names.	The	surname	is	used	first	and	is	followed	by	two	personal	names.	Many	Chinese	adopt	more	Western	names	and	may	ask	you	to	use	that	instead.	It	is	polite	to	ask	how	they	preferred	to	be	called	as	Chinese	to	Chinese	call	themselves	by	their	surnames	and	may	want
you	to	do	the	same.Malays	do	not	have	surnames.	Instead,	men	add	their	fathers	name	to	their	own	name	with	the	term	bin	(meaning	son	of).	So	Rosli	bin	Suleiman,	would	be	Rosli	the	son	of	Suleiman.	Women	use	the	term	binti,	so	Aysha	binti	Suleiman	is	Aysha	the	daughter	of	Suleiman.Many	Indians	do	not	use	surnames.	Instead,	they	place	the
initial	of	their	fathers	name	in	front	of	their	own	name.	The	mans	formal	name	is	their	name	s/o	(son	of)	and	the	fathers	name.	Women	use	d/o	to	refer	to	themselves	as	the	daughter	of	their	father.	That	being	said,	most	Malaysian	Indians	will	use	their	first	name	when	introducing	themselves	to	you	and	that	is	usually	how	they	would	like	to	be
addressed.If	invited	to	someones	home	for	dinner,	bring	the	hostess	pastries	or	good	quality	chocolates.	Never	give	alcohol.	Do	not	give	toy	dogs	or	pigs	to	children.This	is	complicated	so	Ill	make	it	easy	for	you:	Never	give	flowers	if	you	are	invited	to	someones	house	as	certain	flowers	have	specific	meaning	to	the	Chinese.	Gifts	from	your	own
country	are	always	welcome	and	very	much	appreciated	and	any	kind	of	cake	or	pastry	will	have	you	invited	back	very	quickly.Do	not	give	leather	products	to	a	Hindu.	Do	not	give	alcohol	unless	you	are	certain	the	recipient	drinks,	if	they	do,	whisky	is	a	good	choice.	The	safe	play	here	is	flowers	or	cakes	or	pastries.Malaysians	are	internationally	savvy
and	you	should	greet	them	with	the	same	respect	that	you	would	greet	other	business	associates	from	around	the	world.	The	only	thing	to	keep	in	mind	is	if	meeting	a	Malay	woman	let	her	extend	her	hand	first	or	if	you	are	a	woman	meeting	a	Malay	man,	let	him	extend	his	hand	first.International	etiquette	stands	and	business	cards	should	be
exchanged	after	the	initial	introduction.	Use	two	hands	or	the	right	hand	only	to	exchange	business	cards.	Examine	any	business	card	you	receive	immediately	before	putting	it	in	your	business	card	case.The	Chinese	like	to	get	to	know	you	before	doing	business	with	you	and	this	can	sometimes	take	some	time.	Asking	lots	of	questions	when	you	first
meet,	as	innocent	as	they	are,	is	also	considered	rude.	But	how	do	you	get	to	know	a	person	without	asking	questions?Patience	is	the	answer.	Listen,	respond	when	you	have	to	and	keep	your	questions	to	a	minimum.	The	next	time	you	meet,	delve	a	little	further.This	isnt	the	case	with	Malays	and	Indians	and	most	of	the	time	you	will	get	away	with
being	Western	and	dealing	with	them	in	a	Western	fashion.	Meetings,	especially	initial	ones,	are	generally	somewhat	formal.	Treat	all	Malaysian	participants	with	respect	and	be	cautious	not	to	lose	your	temper	or	appear	irritated.Johor	Bahru,	Malaysia|Victoria	HarmerLets	use	an	example	of	a	business	meeting	that	you	thought	went	well.	Both
parties	agree	in	principle	to	everything	that	took	place,	you	may	even	have	received	a	positive	Lets	get	this	done,	from	your	host	as	the	meeting	concludes.In	Western	cultures	we	usually	respond	to	a	meeting	in	a	timely	fashion	with	a	polite	thank	you	email.	We	may	even	go	as	far	as	to	recount	what	was	discussed	in	the	meeting,	the	points	that	were
raised	and	the	conclusion	that	you	both	came	to,	with	a	Ill	look	forward	to	hearing	from	you	in	due	course.Internationally,	if	the	respondent	disagrees	with	you	or	has	changed	their	mind,	youll	receive	a	return	email	stating	as	much.	That	isnt	the	case	in	Malaysia.Being	Western	its	hard	to	understand	the	silence.	Did	the	recipient	have	a	car	accident
on	the	way	home?	Did	the	email	that	you	sent	accidentally	go	to	their	trash	or	was	it	simply	lost	in	the	Cloud?	This	usually	results	in	you	sending	another	email,	asking	if	your	previous	email	was	at	the	very	least	received.The	silence	continues.	In	Malaysia	it	is	common	practice	if	you	receive	no	reply	to	assume	that	there	will	be	no	reply,	and	that	what
you	agreed	at	the	meeting	isnt	actually	going	to	take	place.	No	amount	of	follow	up	emails	will	elicit	a	response	and	you	have	to	move	along	as	though	you	have	received	an	email	with	a	negative	response.	The	Southeast	Asian	country	of	Malaysia	has	great	cultural	diversity.	Indigenous	tribes,	Malays,	Chinese,	and	Indians	have	all	contributed	to	the
culture	of	the	country.	Significant	influences	of	Persian,	British,	and	Arabic	cultures	are	also	be	seen	in	Malaysian	culture.	6.	Ethnicity,	Language,	and	Religion	in	Malaysia	Statue	of	hindu	god	Murugan	at	Batu	cave	in	Kuala	Lumpur,	Malaysia.	Image	credit:	S-F/Shutterstock.com	Malaysia	has	a	large	population	of	around	31,809,660	individuals.	The



ethnic	Malays	and	indigenous	peoples	of	the	country	together	represent	around	61.7%	of	the	population.	Malaysian	citizens	of	Chinese	and	Indian	ethnic	origins	also	have	a	considerable	presence	in	Malaysia.	A	significant	section	(10.4%)	of	Malaysias	population	comprises	of	immigrant	workers	from	various	foreign	countries.	Malaysia	is	linguistically
diverse.	The	country	has	112	indigenous	and	22	foreign	languages.	Malay	is	the	official	language	of	the	nation	while	English	is	the	most	widely	spoken	second	language	of	the	people.	Chinese,	Tamil,	Telugu,	Punjabi,	Thai,	and	other	languages	are	spoken.	The	majority	of	Malaysias	population	(about	61%)	are	affiliated	to	Islam.	Followers	of	Buddhism,
Christianity,	and	Hinduism	account	for	19.8%,	9.2%,	and	6.3%	of	the	countrys	population	respectively.	Other	religions	like	Taoism,	Confucianism,	etc.,	also	have	significant	followings.	The	religious	diversity	of	Malaysia	leads	to	the	celebration	of	many	festivals	in	the	country	all	year	round.	Secular	festivals	like	Hari	Merdeka	or	Independence	Day,
Labour	Day,	Malaysia	Day	are	also	held	with	great	festivities.	Muslim	holidays	like	Hari	Raya	Puasa,	Maulidur	Rasul,	and	Islamic	New	Year	or	Awal	Muharram	are	very	prominent.	Chinese	New	Year,	the	Hindu	festival	of	Diwali,	Thaipusam,	and	Wesak	are	some	of	the	other	popular	celebrations	in	Malaysia.	5.	Malaysian	Cuisine	Nasi	Lemak,	a	fragrant
rice	dish	cooked	in	coconut	milk	and	pandan	leaf	commonly	found	in	Malaysia.	Served	with	sambal,	anchovies,	peanut	and	cucumber.	Image	credit:	Dolly	MJ/Shutterstock.com	The	multiethnic	makeup	of	Malaysias	population	significantly	influences	the	countrys	cuisine.	Indian,	Thai,	Sumatran,	Malay,	Chinese,	Javanese	and	other	cuisines	have	all
helped	shape	the	Malaysian	dishes.	The	cuisine	of	the	country	also	varies	regionally.	Rice	is	the	staple	food	in	Malaysia.	The	country	grows	nearly	70%	of	the	rice	that	it	consumes	and	the	rest	is	imported.	Chilli	peppers	are	an	essential	ingredient	in	every	Malaysian	kitchen.	A	shrimp	paste	called	belacan	is	also	widely	used	to	add	flavor	to	various
dishes.	Coconut	is	also	an	important	ingredient	in	Malaysian	cuisine.	Virtually	all	parts	of	the	coconut	plant	are	used	for	culinary	purposes.	Different	varieties	of	soy	sauce	are	also	added	to	Malaysian	dishes	to	contribute	a	salty	flavor	to	the	steamed	dishes,	stir-fries,	and	marinades.	Lemongrass	herb	is	used	in	many	dishes.	Tofu	dishes	are	also	made.
A	variety	of	meats	like	beef,	poultry,	and	mutton	are	consumed	in	the	country	and	all	are	handled	as	per	Halal	standards.	Malaysian	Muslims	abstain	from	consuming	pork	but	a	large	section	of	the	Chinese	community	living	in	Malaysia	prefer	pork.	Fish	is	prominent	in	the	Malaysian	diet.	Seafood	other	than	fish	like	shrimp,	prawn,	squid,	octopus,	sea
cucumber,	snails,	etc.,	are	also	consumed.	A	wide	variety	of	fruits	and	vegetables	are	also	available	in	the	market.	4.	Literature,	Art,	And	Craft	In	Malaysia	A	traditional	kite	or	"Wau"	maker	wearing	batik	sarung	(Malay	tradisional	skirt)	working	on	a	kite	in	his	workshop.	Image	credit:	udeyismail/Shutterstock.com	The	earliest	works	of	Malaysian
literature	were	transmitted	orally.	It	encompassed	many	genres	ranging	from	folk	tales,	legends,	and	myths	to	poetry,	history,	proverbs,	epics,	and	love	stories.	Written	literature	developed	much	later	and	is	mostly	in	the	four	languages	of	Malay,	English,	Tamil,	and	Chinese.	The	earliest	literary	works	in	the	country	were	in	the	Arabic	script.
Malaysian	has	a	rich	heritage	of	art	and	craft.	Weaving,	carving,	and	silversmithing	have	long	traditions	in	the	country.	Handwoven	baskets,	woven	batik,	songket	(luxurious	textiles),	kris,	wooden	masks,	beetle	nut	sets,	etc.,	are	some	common	Malaysian	artworks.	Earthenware	has	developed	in	areas	like	Perak.	3.	Music	And	Dance	In	Malaysia	The
Mah	Meri	tribe	plays	traditional	musical	instruments	during	the	celebration	of	Hari	Moyang	(Ancestors	Day)	at	Pulau	Pulau	Carey,	Klang,	Malaysia.	Image	credit:	Sallehudin	Ahmad/Shutterstock.com	The	music	of	Malaysia	has	several	origins.	The	countrys	traditional	music	is	based	on	percussion	instruments.	Drums	are	the	most	important	musical
instruments	used	to	play	this	type	of	music.	At	least	14	types	of	drums	are	used.	Other	traditional	musical	instruments	include	rebab,	gongs,	trumpets,	flutes,	etc.	Music	is	an	integral	part	of	weddings,	birth	ceremonies,	harvest	festivals,	and	storytelling	events.	2.	Sports	In	Malaysia	People	participating	in	Tug	Of	War	game	during	National	Sports	Day
in	Tuaran	Public	Field.	Image	credit:	Lano	Lan/Shutterstock.com	A	number	of	sports	are	played	in	Malaysia	with	the	most	popular	ones	being	bowling,	football,	badminton,	squash,	field	hockey,	etc.	Wau	is	a	traditional	Malaysian	sport	that	involves	kite	flying.	The	kites	used	in	this	game	can	fly	as	high	as	500	meters	with	the	help	of	bamboo
attachments.	Sepak	takraw	or	kick	volleyball,	dragon	dancing,	and	dragon	boat	racing	are	some	other	traditional	sports.	With	long	coastlines	and	many	islands,	many	aquatic	sports	and	activities	like	sailing,	swimming,	scuba	diving,	snorkeling,	etc.,	are	enjoyed	by	Malaysians.	1.	Life	in	Malaysian	Society	Bajau	Laut	people	in	their	village	in	Sibuan
island,	Semporna.	Image	credit:	ellinnur	bakarudin/Shutterstock.com	Although	men	dominated	the	traditional	Malaysian	society,	strict	gender	segregation	is	not	a	feature	of	modern	Malaysia.	With	every	passing	decade,	more	and	more	women	of	the	country	are	entering	the	workforce.	While	women	have	always	participated	in	agricultural	activities,
modern	Malaysian	women	are	employed	in	diverse	fields	of	employment	ranging	from	academics	to	healthcare,	information	technology,	factories,	business,	etc.	Cooking,	cleaning,	and	child-rearing	are,	however,	still	deemed	to	the	sole	responsibility	of	women	in	many	households.	In	affluent	households,	these	duties	are	often	assigned	to	hired	foreign
maids.	Marriage	customs	in	Malaysia	are	varied	due	to	the	countrys	ethnic	diversity.	All	religious	communities	with	the	exception	of	Muslims	have	no	restrictions	on	their	marriage.	Malaysian	Muslims	who	marry	non-Muslims	risk	government	sanctions.	If,	however,	their	non-Muslim	partner	converts	to	Islam,	there	is	no	such	risk.	Different	ethnic
communities	in	the	country	have	their	unique	marriage	rituals	and	customs.	For	example,	Malay	weddings	are	associated	with	large	banquets	and	involve	eating	rice	prepared	in	oil	while	Indian	weddings	are	elaborate	affairs	that	continue	over	several	days.	People	usually	marry	before	reaching	their	30s	but	the	average	age	of	marriage	is	gradually
shifting	towards	the	higher	side.	Household	size	in	Malaysia	has	considerably	reduced	over	the	years.	In	urban	areas,	most	households	are	small	and	consist	of	parents	and	their	children.	In	rural	areas,	extended	families	can	still	be	seen.	Malaysian	children	are	adored	and	brought	up	with	considerable	care.	Grandparents	often	participate	in	child
rearing	in	the	early	years.	Children	are	taught	to	respect	their	elders,	address	people	with	proper	titles,	and	other	social	etiquettes.	Their	education	is	highly	valued	by	the	parents.	GentlenessBudiRespectCourtesyModestyFilial	pietyDiversityMalaysia	is	an	incredibly	diverse	country,	containing	many	different	ethnicities,	languages	and	religions.
People	from	each	have	generally	retained	their	ancestors	cultural	customs.	As	a	result,	Malaysian	society	accommodates	a	rich	variety	of	lifestyles,	beliefs	and	values.	The	following	information	describes	general	Malaysian	culture,	tending	to	reflect	the	Malay	majority;	however,	there	are	many	divergences	from	this	cultural	mainstream	throughout
the	country.	Learning	as	much	as	possible	about	your	Malaysian	counterparts'	home	region,	and	religion	beforehand	can	help	you	develop	respectful	relationships	with	them.Indigenous	EthnicitiesThe	majority	of	Malaysians	(around	51%)	are	Malays.	Almost	all	of	them	are	Muslim,	which	explains	why	the	is	commonly	referred	to	as	Muslim	Malay.
Being	the	most	populous	,	they	dominate	the	political	sphere.	Their	predominance	is	reflected	in	the	official	religion	(Islam)	and	language	of	the	country.	For	example,	most	communities	speak	a	version	of	Malay	(officially	known	as	Bahasa	Malaysian)	to	some	degree.	While	most	Malays	live	in	urban	areas,	they	are	traditionally	associated	with	the
rural	hinterlands.Malays	often	have	a	fatalistic	worldview,	leading	them	to	attribute	successes,	opportunities	and	misfortunes	to	the	will	of	God.	Furthermore,	care	and	attention	to	human	interactions	may	be	prioritised	over	deadlines	or	monetary	success.	Malay	culture	perceives	courtesy	and	respect	as	principal	moral	values	that	should	take
precedence	over	others.	Prosperity	is	derived	from	nobility,	not	necessarily	the	accumulation	of	wealth.	Because	of	these	cultural	attitudes,	members	of	the	Malay	majority	tend	to	be	less	focused	on	economic	pursuits	than	other	ethnic	groups.	However,	that	has	been	negatively	misconstrued	as	somehow	suggesting	a	cultural	lack	of	ambition	or	even
laziness.	On	the	contrary,	it	reflects	the	Malay	view	that	relationship	building	is	especially	important	and	should	not	be	approached	lightly.	They	tend	to	be	family-oriented	people,	choosing	not	to	work	overseas	as	much	as	other	ethnicities	and	instead	living	within	close	proximity	of	their	family	networks.Aboriginal	ethnicities	make	up	11.8%	of	the
population.	Though	they	are	a	minority	of	the	national	population,	they	are	the	majority	in	the	less	urbanised	regions	of	East	Malaysia.	Being	the	oldest	inhabitants	of	Malaysia,	these	aboriginal	communities	often	have	traditional	languages,	religions	and	customs	particular	to	their	tribe.	While	they	are	collectively	referred	to	as	Orang	Asli	(original
people),	there	are	distinct	differences	between	the	various	tribes.	Many	Orang	Asli	communities	still	practise	their	traditional	culture	for	example,	continuing	a	nomadic	lifestyle	or	living	in	shared	communes.	Some	have	been	forced	off	their	traditional	lands	by	land	clearances	and	have	had	to	adopt	a	more	urbanised	lifestyle.	The	biggest	indigenous
group	is	the	Iban,	with	a	population	of	approximately	600,000.	There	are	also	smaller	groups	of	Bidayuhs,	Kadazan	and	Negritos,	among	many	others.Migrated	EthnicitiesMalaysia	has	significant	populations	of	people	with	foreign	ancestry	who	mostly	live	in	the	cities.	There	are	small	populations	of	Indonesians,	Nepalis,	Filipinos	and	Europeans.
However,	the	largest	minority	groups	consist	of	Malaysian	Chinese	(generally	Han-Chinese)	who	make	up	22.6%	of	the	Malaysian	population,	and	Malaysian	Indians	(majority	Tamil)	who	make	up	6.7%.	Many	members	of	these	groups	are	descendants	of	labourers	that	migrated	to	Malaysia	in	the	late	19th	and	early	20th	century	during	British	colonial
rule.	Some	now	have	third-or	even	fourth-generation	roots	in	the	country.The	Malaysian	Chinese	population	generally	exhibits	great	diligence	and	resilience.	This	can	be	partially	attributed	to	a	common	concept	in	Chinese	migrant	communities	kiasu,	the	fear	of	losing.	Kiasu	motivates	people	to	achieve	in	everyday	life	as	well	as	economically	or
academically.	This	can	be	something	as	small	as	endeavouring	to	get	to	the	front	of	a	crowd	or	determinedly	queuing	for	great	lengths	to	buy	or	see	something,	or	it	can	manifest	in	bigger	ways	(for	example,	aiming	to	be	the	best	student	in	a	university).	As	a	result,	Malaysian	Chinese	generally	strive	industriously	to	achieve	what	they	want.	However,
they	tend	not	to	openly	exhibit	aggressiveness	in	their	approach;	they	generally	maintain	poise	and	courtesy	since	being	forceful	is	considered	inharmonious	behaviour.	Nonetheless,	Malaysian	Chinese	have	come	to	dominate	roughly	70%	of	the	Malaysian	economy	and	are	regarded	as	the	business-savvy	ethnic	group	of	Malaysia.	They	make	up	a
large	proportion	of	the	upper	class.	Many	Malays	have	perceived	this	as	a	monopolisation	of	the	corporate	sector,	provoking	underlying	tension	and	mistrust	between	the	Malays	and	Malaysian	Chinese.Bumiputera	DistinctionEthnicities	with	international	origins	may	face	social	barriers	for	being	pendatang	(newcomers).	This	is	due	to	the	social
identifier	that	categorises	Malaysians	as	either	Bumiputera	or	non-Bumiputera.	Bumiputera	literally	translates	as	sons	of	the	soil	and	refers	to	those	who	are	considered	to	be	the	original	inhabitants	of	the	country	(i.e.	Malays	and	Orang	Asli).	The	word	does	not	describe	an	ethnic	group,	but	rather	signifies	a	social	status	of	indigeneity.	Bumiputera
citizens	rights	are	commonly	prioritised	in	politics	as	well	as	in	other	public	and	some	private	sectors	of	society.	In	this	way,	Malay	interests	are	commonly	privileged	over	those	of	other	ethnicities	whilst	the	Orang	Asli	minority	remains	somewhat	more	marginalised.Malaysian	Chinese	and	Malaysian	Indians	can	be	particularly	disadvantaged	by	this
system	as	non-Bumiputera	status	can	hinder	their	access	to	education,	jobs,	property	ownership,	scholarships	and	other	opportunities.	This	may	explain	why	the	majority	of	the	Malaysian	migrants	in	Australia	are	Malaysian	Chinese	(62.1%)	and	only	13.2%	are	Malay.	Nevertheless,	this	political	stance	rarely	translates	into	day-to-day	discrimination
between	people.	Despite	the	difference	in	their	ethnicities	origins,	Malaysians	of	all	backgrounds	generally	feel	a	personal	loyalty	to	the	country.Respect	and	EtiquetteAs	members	of	such	a	society,	Malaysians	are	generally	very	attentive	towards	how	they	respectfully	interact	with	people	of	all	backgrounds.	There	are	cultural	norms	and	taboos	that
inform	what	people	generally	believe	to	be	appropriate	and	inappropriate	behaviour.	This	is	related	to	the	Malay	concept	of	budi	by	which	and	respect	are	considered	essential	to	human	interaction.	The	word	does	not	have	a	direct	English	equivalent,	but	can	be	generally	understood	to	describe	attributes	such	as	ones	wisdom,	virtue,	etiquette	and
morality.	In	this	way,	one	can	see	that	Malaysian	and	etiquette	have	a	strong	ethical	basis.Though	budi	is	a	traditional	Malay	concept,	the	attitude	has	influenced	the	broader	Malaysian	social	culture	and	is	reflected	in	the	behaviour	of	people	from	most	backgrounds.	Muslim	Malaysians	may	also	refer	to	polite	and	respectful	behaviour	as	adab
(Arabic).	According	to	these	social	expectations,	one	should	be	gracious,	polite,	good-natured	and	calm.	Indeed,	Malaysians	are	generally	quite	gentle,	reserved	and	discreet.	They	are	often	modest	in	their	attire,	body	language	and	demeanour	and	tend	to	approach	daily	life	with	a	great	deal	of	patience.	In	Malay,	this	behaviour	is	considered	halus
(refined)	and	the	measure	of	a	budi	bahasa	(man	of	culture).	Alternatively,	those	who	are	aggressive,	abrasive	or	loud	are	considered	uncouth	or	kasar	(crass/rough).	These	social	expectations	are	shifting	among	the	younger	generation	as	they	are	becoming	more	accustomed	to	the	direct	style	of	communication	that	occurs	in	the	online	space.
Nevertheless,	it	remains	very	important	to	maintain	a	gentle	and	indirect	demeanour	in	Malaysia.Face	and	ShameIn	Malaysian	culture,	to	do	something	inappropriate	brings	malu	(shame,	shyness	and	embarrassment)	upon	an	individual.	These	feelings	of	shame	are	commonly	felt	when	an	individual	loses	face.	Face	is	the	quality	embedded	in	most
Asian	cultures	that	indicates	a	person's	reputation,	influence,	dignity	and	honour.	By	complimenting	people,	showing	them	respect	or	doing	something	to	increase	their	self-esteem,	you	give	them	face.	Similarly,	people	can	lose	face	and	save	or	build	face.	Therefore,	individuals	in	Malaysia	usually	act	deliberately	and	with	to	protect	their	self-worth
and	peer	perception.	Conservative	conduct	is	the	norm,	as	people	dont	want	to	stand	out	and/or	risk	losing	face	by	doing	something	inappropriate.CollectivismMalaysia	is	far	more	collectivistic	than	Western	societies	and	individuals	perceive	themselves	to	be	members	of	groups	(i.e.	their	family,	business	or	).	These	groups	reflect	or	come	to	define
who	their	members	are	and	often	demand	a	high	degree	of	loyalty.	For	example,	the	groups	interests	usually	supersede	those	of	the	individual,	even	if	they	conflict.	Furthermore,	group	members	expect	to	receive	preferential	treatment	over	anyone	who	is	not	part	of	the	group.	In	return	for	this	loyalty,	an	individual	gains	a	sense	of	belonging,
protection	and	unity.	Being	a	collectivist	culture,	feelings	of	shame	and	pride	can	be	felt	at	the	individual	level	as	well	as	the	collective	level.	In	this	way,	the	actions	of	one	individual	can	affect	the	reputation	of	the	group	they	belong	to.Social	HierarchiesMalaysians	generally	exhibit	a	strong	acceptance	of	social	hierarchies.	People	tend	to	feel
comfortable	when	they	are	able	to	distinguish	another	persons	status	relative	to	them.	It	enables	them	to	adjust	their	behaviour	accordingly	to	show	the	appropriate	amount	of	respect.	An	individuals	level	of	education	often	establishes	their	status	in	Malaysia.	English	proficiency	and	overseas	education	further	enhances	social	standing	and	prestige.
Wealth	also	becomes	a	factor,	as	those	who	have	it	tend	to	exhibit	it.	For	example,	the	vehicle	people	drive	is	usually	indicative	of	their	class	status.	This	has	increased	as	society	has	become	more	cosmopolitan	and	materialistic.	Nevertheless,	people	are	not	overly	ostentatious	about	their	money.Age	usually	becomes	the	overriding	factor	that
determines	the	level	of	respect	a	person	commands	throughout	society.	Elders	are	presumed	to	have	great	wisdom	and	be	very	deserving	of	authority.	People	tend	to	spend	a	lot	of	time	with	the	older	generation	and	give	them	the	most	attention	in	a	room.	Malaysians	may	use	honorific	speech	and	bow	slightly	when	talking	to	someone	older	than
them.Broadly,	Malaysians	come	across	as	strikingly	friendly	and	positive	people.	Their	collective	cultural	focus	on	relationships	and	people	means	that	they	are	exceedingly	considerate	in	most	situations.	Today,	the	common	Malaysian	social	attitude	is	based	on	striving	for	,	formal	education,	equal	opportunities	for	the	different	races	and	respect	of
other	religions.	The	country	is	unified	by	a	strong	cultural	belief	in	the	goodness	of	humanity.	The	culture	of	Malaysia	is	diverse	and	a	melange	ofinfluences	from	both	the	east	and	the	west.	With	an	eclectic	population	spanning	various	ethnic	groups,	Malaysia	is	a	glorious	melting	pot	of	traditions	and	practices	spanning	generations.	This,	combined
with	western	sensibilities,	presents	a	unique	juxtaposition	that	is	a	delight	to	experience.	Dive	into	the	unique	culture	of	Malaysia	with	our	comprehensive	guide,	and	get	started	on	the	ultimate	journey	through	Asia!Tugu	Nagara	Malaysia	(Source)With	early	settlements	dating	back	to	40,000	years	ago,	Malaysia	has	a	rich	history	peppered	with
immigrants	and	settlers.	Trade	routes	between	the	native	Malay	tribes,	China,	and	India	dating	back	to	the	first	century	CE	show	thriving	commerce	this	migration	also	brought	Buddhism	and	Hinduism	to	the	peninsula.	After	local	kings	like	Langkaasuka	and	Srivijaya	established	empires,	the	Malacca	Sultanate	took	over	most	of	modern	Malaysia	in
the	15th	century,	bringing	Islam	to	the	region.	Malaysiawas	colonised	by	the	Portuguese,	Dutch,	and	British	in	the	16th	and	17th	centuries,	leading	to	a	few	centuries	of	colonial	rule	many	wars	were	fought	in	the	Malay	coast	and	nearby	islands	during	this	time.	Conflicts	and	tensions	between	the	different	migrants	and	ethnic	groups	in	the	peninsula
grew	after	World	War	II,	which	led	to	the	independence	of	the	Federation	of	Malaya	in	1957,	and	the	final	proclamation	of	Malaysia	as	a	sovereign	country	in	1963.Bahasa	Malay	and	English	are	the	most	commonly	spoken	languages	in	Malaysia,	but	the	thriving	migrant	population	has	ensured	the	spread	of	Mandarin	Chinese,	Tamil,	and	other	Asian
languages.	English	is	the	official	language	of	communication,	and	most	locals	are	bilingual.	It	is	advised	to	know	a	few	phrases	in	the	local	language	Malay	to	warm	up	to	the	locals.Common	Phrases	Selamat	Malam:	Good	evening	Selamat	Jalan:	Goodbye	Terima	Kasih:	Thank	you	Ya/Tidak:	Yes/no	Sedap:	Delicious	Berapa:	How	much	for	this?Delicious
Malaysian	cuisine	(Source)Tourists	can	expect	Malay,	Chinese,	Peranakan,	Indian,	Indonesian,	Filipino,	Javanese,	Japanese,	Thai,	and	Westernfood	in	Malaysia.	From	meaty	wonders	like	Mee	Goreng	Mamak	(yellow	noodles,	beef,	and	shrimp),	Laksa	(noodle	soup	with	fish),	Roti	john	(minced	meat	sandwiches),	and	Rendang	(coconut	milk	and	meat
curry)	to	vegetarian	delights	like	Apam	Balik	(rice	pancakes),	Kuih	(sugary	pastries),	Popia	Basah	(wet	spring	rolls),	and	Bubur	(coconut	milk	porridge),	there	is	a	myriad	of	tastes	choices!	The	predominant	flavours	used	here	include	coconut,	jaggery,	tamarind,	spices,	and	meats	like	chicken,	mutton,	and	beef.	Pork	is	rarely	used	inMalaysian	food	for
religious	reasons.	The	street	hawker	stalls	are	a	cost-effective	option	to	try	the	local	cuisine;	the	highlight	of	the	culture	in	Malaysia,	without	leaving	a	dent	on	the	wallet.	Tipping	is	not	a	mandatory	part	of	the	culture	in	Malaysia.Tin	Hua	Temple,	Kuala	Lumpur	(Source)Malaysian	festivals	are	a	delight	to	participate	in	the	celebrations	are	colourful,
vibrant,	noisy,	and	dynamic.	The	Mooncake	Festival	(August/September)	is	a	must-visit	to	sample	the	delicious	cakes	and	pray	to	the	Chinese	moon	goddess	for	love	and	prosperity,	while	the	Chinese	New	Year	(January/February)	is	a	week-long	celebration	with	delicious	food,	dances,	and	music.	Hindu	festivals	like	Thaipusam	(January/February)	and
Diwali	(November)	are	best	enjoyed	at	temples	like	the	Batu	Murugan	temple,	while	the	Dragon	Boat	Festival	(December)	and	Malaysia	Water	Festival	(April)	see	long	snake	boat	races	and	dragon	dances	as	a	vital	part	of	the	culture	in	Malaysia.	Eid	(May)	and	Milad	Un	Nabi	(October)	promise	lip-smacking	biryani	and	kebabs	with	music
performances	and	merrymaking.	Music	festivals	like	Urbanscapes	and	the	Good	Vibes	Festival	draw	younger	crowds.Malaysia	Night	at	Trafalgar	Square	(Source)Malaysia	has	a	diverse	range	of	musical	tastes,	from	slow	ballads,	feisty	folk	and	tribal	numbers,	rock-n-roll	chartbusters,	and	the	special	pop	Yeh-yeh	movement.	Traditional	Malay	music	is
mostly	reliant	on	percussion	instruments,	flues,	and	oboes,	and	is	played	at	celebrations,	weddings,	and	religious	rituals.	Indian,	Chinese,	and	Islamic	music	are	also	popular.	New-age	genres	like	hip	hop,	jazz,	and	rock	thrive	in	the	country	one	can	find	a	host	of	pubs	and	live	music	venues	in	the	city	to	enjoy	an	evening	of	music.Malaysian	Batik	Stores
(Source)The	many	indigenous	tribes	of	Malaysia	excel	at	the	arts	weaving,	embroidery,	woodwork,	and	smithing.	Silver	and	bronze	statues	are	made	with	finery	here,	while	ornamental	wooden	carvings	of	deities	and	animals	are	stunningly	vivid.	Embroidered	fabric,	carpets,	and	textiles	make	for	great	gifts	and	souvenirs.	Traditional	Malaysian	masks
make	gorgeous	centrepieces	too.	Glazed	pottery	and	ceramics	are	sold	at	flea	markets.	The	art	galleries	and	museums	at	Kuala	Lumpur,	Penang,	and	Malacca	provide	great	insight	into	the	diverse	arts	of	the	peninsula.While	Malaysia	is	a	predominantly	Muslim	nation	Islam	is	the	national	religion	there	is	thriving	religious	diversity	in	the	country.
Muslims,	Hindus,	Buddhists,	Christians,	and	practitioners	of	Chinese	indigenous	religions	coexist	peacefully	in	the	country.	With	distinct	pockets	and	neighbourhoods	of	temples,	mosques,	Buddhist	shrines,	Chinese	temples,	and	churches,	theculture	of	Malaysia	is	home	to	several	places	of	worship	where	one	can	find	peace	and	serenity.	It	is
important	to	note	that	the	country	imposes	compulsory	Islam	on	the	ethnic	Malay	population,	while	other	groups	are	allowed	to	practice	their	religion	of	choice.Petrona	Towers	(Source)The	presence	of	different	ethnic	groups	in	Malaysia	offers	a	breathtaking	range	of	architectural	styles	from	pre-colonial	wooden	stilted	Malay	structures	and	Islamic
mosques	to	stark	Victorian	and	Dutch	monuments	and	futuristic	skyscrapers.	Kuala	Lumpur	is	home	to	the	Petronas	towers	the	worlds	tallest	twin	towers	this	is	a	must-visit!	The	garden	city	of	Putrajaya	stuns	with	its	lush	green	scape.	The	Malay	palaces	are	regal	and	inviting,	with	luxurious	artefacts	and	East	Asian	carpets	lining	the	walls.	While	the
city	is	replete	with	tall	buildings	and	sleek,	glass	faades,the	culture	of	Malaysia	also	upholdsDravidian	temples,	Chinese	monasteries,	spire-like	mosques,	and	tall	churches	lining	streets	with	Malay	shophouses	and	shacks	in	tow.Sharia	Law	governs	the	Muslims	in	Malaysia	this	means	that	enticing	a	Muslim	to	break	these	laws,	like	drinking	alcohol,	is
punishable.	Driving	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	is	punishable	by	immediate	arrest	and	may	lead	to	more	complications.	Malaysia	has	a	strict	drug	policy	drug-related	offences	are	punishable	by	death.	Keep	in	mind	that	causing	damage	to	the	natural	ecosystem,	removing	flowers,	and	causing	harm	to	fauna	is	a	grave	offence	here,	and	maybe
punished	by	caning.	Theculture	of	Malaysia	staunchly	stands	against	environmental	damage.Malaysians	place	a	huge	emphasis	on	family	and	self-respect.Raising	ones	voice	and	arguing	in	public	are	considered	faux-pas,	so	do	not	escalate	a	fight	into	loud	arguments.PDA	is	frowned	upon,	so	do	not	engage	in	PDA	while	out	in	smaller	towns.Avoid
touching	the	head	while	engaging	in	conversation	this	is	considered	rude.Use	only	the	right	hand	to	give	and	take	things.While	meeting	the	locals,	remember	that	some	may	not	be	comfortable	with	shaking	hands	with	the	other	gender	especially	when	it	comes	to	Muslim	women.Always	wait	for	the	other	person	to	extend	their	hand,	or	opt	to	bow	with
the	hand	to	the	heart	as	a	form	of	greeting.It	is	recommended	to	take	along	a	gift	while	meeting	a	local	for	the	first	time.	Remember	not	to	gift	alcohol	or	pig-skin-lined	items	to	Malays.If	visiting	a	Chinese	home,	wrap	gifts	in	bright	red	or	yellow	wrapper,	but	do	not	take	along	flowers	they	are	considered	funeral	gifts.If	giving	money	to	Indians,
provide	it	in	odd-numbered	denominations	only.While	we	can	wax	eloquent	about	the	tradition	and	culture	of	Malaysia,	it	is	up	to	the	traveller	to	experience	the	feel	of	the	country	Malaysias	culture	must	be	seen	to	believe!	Head	over	to	this	tropical	wonderland	today	to	get	an	immersive	experience,	and	prepare	for	a	vacation	of	a	lifetime!	Share	copy
and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and
indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or
technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for
your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Photo	byEsmonde	Yong	Photo	byKelvin	Zyteng	Photo	byAldrin	Rachman	Pradana	Photo	byNurin	Jazlina	Long	ago,	in	the	rich	cultural	textile	of	Malaysia,	the	main	cultural	roots	interlinked	to	shape	the	heart	of	the	nations
identity.	The	first	root,	budi,	symbolized	intelligence,	mind,	and	reason,	reflecting	a	holistic	understanding	of	human	behavior	deeply	rooted	in	Malaysian	life.	Exploring	further	Malaysian	culture,	one	encounters	pantang	larang,	or	taboos,	playing	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	behaviors	and	reinforcing	cultural	norms.	Lastly,	filial	piety,	is	rooted	in	respect,
care,	and	obedience.	These	cultural	roots	interlinked	to	create	a	rich	variety	of	traditions,	superstitions,	and	values	that	define	the	heart	of	Malaysian	identity.	As	the	story	unfolds,	we	go	deeper	into	Malaysian	happiness,	social	life,	food,	relationships,	parenting,	work	culture,	and	traditional	clothing,	each	reflecting	the	energy	and	diversity	of	this
enchanting	land.	Join	us	on	a	tour	through	the	active	streets	of	Kota	Kinabalu,	the	charming	alleys	of	Kuching,	and	the	culinary	delights	of	Ipoh,	as	we	reveal	the	stories	of	Malaysias	cultural	cities	and	the	numerous	experiences	they	offer.	Additionally,	we	explore	nine	unique	traditions	and	lifestyles	that	further	enrich	the	cultural	textile	of	Malaysia,
adding	depth	and	color	to	this	fascinating	narrative.	In	Malaysian	culture,	the	concept	of	budi	represents	a	multifaceted	understanding	of	intelligence,	morality,	and	virtue.	Stemming	from	the	Malay	worldview,	budi	highlights	attributes	such	as	wisdom,	etiquette,	and	moral	behavior.	It	is	deeply	rooted	in	every	aspect	of	Malaysian	life,	influencing
decision-making,	social	interactions,	and	even	conflict	resolution.	The	term	akal	budi	signifies	common	sense	or	a	healthy	mind,	while	budi	pekerti	emphasizes	moral	character	and	action.	Furthermore,	budi	is	not	simply	rationality	but	also	incorporates	emotional	intelligence	and	practical	judgment,	reflecting	a	holistic	approach	to	human	behavior
and	relationships.	The	idea	of	budiman,	or	a	wise	person,	epitomizes	thoughtfulness,	consideration,	and	good	conduct,	demonstrating	the	synthesis	of	reason	and	empathy	in	societal	advancement.	Despite	its	positive	connotations,	budi	also	carries	a	negative	dimension,	as	seen	in	expressions	like	bermain	budi,	meaning	to	deceive	or	cheat.	This
duality	manifests	the	importance	of	balance	and	moderation	in	applying	budi.	While	rationality	is	valued,	the	Malay	culture	acknowledges	the	limitations	of	dialectical	thinking,	favoring	unity	and	compromise	over	confrontational	argumentation.	Budis	emphasis	on	harmony	and	gentleness	sometimes	leads	to	criticisms	of	insincerity	or	hypocrisy,
particularly	in	conflicts	where	truth	may	be	sacrificed	for	the	sake	of	preserving	peace.	However,	this	apparent	contradiction	reveals	Budis	adaptive	nature,	negotiating	between	rationality	and	emotion	to	maintain	social	cohesion	and	guiding	the	complexities	of	human	relationships.	Thus,	understanding	budi	and	its	networks	is	essential	for
appreciating	the	complex	cultural	dynamics	and	communication	styles	within	Malaysian	society.	Video	by	Aprillia	Rahajeng	H.	Gristy	Syuaib	In	Malaysian	culture,	pantang	larang,	or	taboos,	play	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	societal	behavior	and	reinforcing	cultural	norms.	These	taboos,	ranging	from	superstitions	to	unwritten	rules,	serve	as	a	means	to
promote	social	cohesion	and	maintain	order	within	the	community.	From	childhood,	individuals	are	taught	to	follow	these	taboos,	which	dictate	various	actions	and	behaviors	that	are	considered	forbidden	or	taboo.	One	dominant	superstition	in	Malaysian	culture	revolves	around	the	taboo	of	opening	umbrellas	indoors.	This	act	is	believed	to	bring	bad
luck,	with	variations	of	the	superstition	extending	to	specific	times	or	colors	of	umbrellas,	such	as	during	the	Hungry	Ghost	season	or	when	carrying	red	or	black	umbrellas.	Similarly,	taboos	surrounding	actions	like	sitting	on	pillows	or	singing	while	in	the	kitchen	carry	cultural	significance	beyond	basic	superstition.	These	taboos	often	stem	from
traditional	beliefs	and	practical	considerations,	such	as	respecting	the	divinity	of	the	head	or	preventing	distractions	while	cooking	over	a	wood-burning	stove.	Overall,	pantang	larang	in	Malaysian	culture	reflects	a	blend	of	tradition,	practicality,	and	belief,	contributing	to	the	rich	pattern	of	customs	and	superstitions	that	define	Malaysian	society.
Filial	piety	holds	significant	place	in	Malaysian	culture,	particularly	within	the	Chinese	community,	where	it	is	deeply	rooted	in	Confucian	teachings.	This	concept	emphasizes	respect,	care,	and	obedience	towards	parents,	reflecting	traditional	values	passed	down	through	generations.	One	crucial	aspect	of	filial	piety	is	the	notion	of	service	to	ones
parents,	which	influences	various	facets	of	family	dynamics	and	caregiving	practices.	From	providing	support	to	elderly	parents	to	ensuring	their	well-being	and	upholding	family	honor,	filial	piety	shapes	individual	behavior	and	societal	norms,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	familial	bonds	and	intergenerational	relationships.	Central	to	filial	piety	are
three	important	aspects:	respect,	obedience,	and	service.	These	elements	guide	individuals	in	honoring	their	parents,	maintaining	family	harmony,	and	upholding	social	and	moral	values.	By	following	these	principles,	individuals	demonstrate	their	commitment	to	family	cohesion,	societal	order,	and	the	preservation	of	cultural	heritage,	thereby
developing	mutual	respect	and	kindness	within	the	family	unit	and	broader	community.	Photo	byAbby	AR	Malaysia	has	garnered	recognition	as	the	fifth	happiest	country	globally,	owing	to	various	factors	that	contribute	to	the	overall	well-being	and	satisfaction	of	its	community.	The	countrys	beauty	is	reinforced	by	its	low	cost	of	living,	high	quality	of
life,	and	the	welcoming	environment	it	offers	to	locals.	With	an	emphasis	on	providing	a	conducive	atmosphere	for	elders	and	working	professionals,	Malaysias	appeal	rises	above	borders,	drawing	in	individuals	seeking	adventure,	economic	opportunities,	and	a	fulfilling	lifestyle.	The	initial	Malaysia	Happiness	serves	as	proof	of	the	general	happiness
common	among	Malaysians	indicating	a	happy	level	overall.	The	comprehensive	study,	conducted	across	various	demographic	groups	and	geographic	regions,	explored	the	physical,	social,	emotional,	and	spiritual	aspects	of	life.	Notably,	the	findings	highlight	Malaysians	strong	familial	bonds,	with	the	family	component	receiving	the	highest	index
score,	followed	closely	by	religion,	spirituality,	and	health.	The	MHI	report	provides	valuable	insights	into	the	factors	influencing	happiness,	enabling	policymakers	to	formulate	strategies	aimed	at	developing	prosperity	and	equality	within	Malaysian	society.	Photo	byMuhammad	Faiz	Zulkeflee	Malaysias	social	landscape	is	a	textile	of	cultural	diversity,
with	Malays,	Chinese,	and	Indians	forming	the	core	ethnic	groups	alongside	a	variety	of	religious	beliefs	including	Islam,	Christianity,	Buddhism,	and	Hinduism.	This	rich	blend	is	evident	not	only	in	everyday	life	but	also	in	Malaysias	renowned	cuisine,	which	blends	Chinese,	Indian,	and	Malay	flavors.	Despite	these	differences,	Malaysia	prides	itself	on
developing	unity	and	mutual	respect	among	its	diverse	communities.	The	countrys	relatively	flourishing	lifestyle,	supported	by	accessible	healthcare	and	affordable	living	costs,	underpins	a	growing	emphasis	on	environmental	continuity	and	social	innovation.	Charitable	giving,	particularly	driven	by	religious	beliefs,	plays	a	vital	role	in	social	welfare
initiatives,	complemented	by	increasing	corporate	engagement	in	social	impact	projects.	With	a	commitment	to	diversity	and	progress,	Malaysias	social	fabric	continues	to	evolve,	guided	by	the	values	of	cultural	richness	and	social	harmony.	Photo	byAmanda	Lim	Malaysias	food	heritage	reflects	its	diverse	cultural	pattern,	shaped	by	immigration,
religion,	ethnicity,	and	geography.	With	Malays,	Chinese,	Indians,	and	other	ethnic	groups,	each	contributing	to	the	rich	culinary	landscape,	Malaysian	cuisine	is	an	active	fusion	of	flavors	and	traditions.	Indian	influences	are	active	in	the	use	of	thick	curry	sauces,	spices,	and	bread	(roti)	as	accompaniments,	reflecting	South	Indian	culinary	traditions.
Chinese	influences,	particularly	from	southern	regions,	bring	noodles,	tofu,	and	soy	sauce	into	popular	dishes	like	curry	laksa	and	curry	mee.	Meanwhile,	the	cooking	traditions	of	ethnic	Malays,	influenced	by	neighboring	countries,	offer	a	variety	of	flavors	ranging	from	the	lightness	of	northern	dishes	like	Nessi	Lemak	to	the	richness	of	southern
specialties	like	beef	rendang.	Halal	dietary	practices	common	among	Malays	lead	to	a	focus	on	fish-based	dishes	like	Keropok	Lekor	and	aromatic	sauces	like	Sambal.	Street	food	culture	is	an	active	aspect	of	Malaysian	dining,	with	hawker	stalls	and	centers	offering	a	variety	of	quick	and	tasty	dishes	around	the	clock.	Mamak	stalls,	a	unique
Malaysian	fixture,	provide	a	space	for	socializing	over	snacks	and	drinks,	adding	to	the	lively	culinary	scene	of	the	country.	Photo	byAlex	Hudson	In	Malaysia,	love	and	relationships	are	deeply	rooted	in	traditional	values,	emphasizing	commitment	and	respect.	Despite	changing	global	trends,	Malaysian	culture	maintains	a	strong	emphasis	on	stability
and	dedication	to	romantic	connections.	Online	dating	platforms	have	become	popular	tools	for	individuals	seeking	companionship	within	their	cultural	backgrounds.	Gender	roles	in	Malaysian	relationships	often	reflect	traditional	expectations,	with	men	typically	expected	to	be	providers	and	women	valuing	financial	stability	in	partners.	However,
evolving	perceptions	of	equality	and	honor	are	active,	with	both	men	and	women	seeking	mutual	respect	and	consideration.	Relationship	education	remains	a	sensitive	topic,	with	many	Malaysians	prioritizing	relationship	quality	over	physical	intimacy.	While	attitudes	towards	pre-marital	relationships	vary,	a	significant	portion	of	Malaysians	prefer	to
wait	until	marriage,	highlighting	the	importance	of	trust	and	commitment.	Overall,	Malaysian	society	demonstrates	an	openness	to	modern	dating	practices	while	maintaining	traditional	values,	reflecting	a	delicate	balance	between	tradition	and	progress	in	the	realm	of	love	and	relationships.	Video	by	Lifey	Photo	byThiago	Cerqueira	Parenting	in
Malaysian	culture	is	deeply	influenced	by	ethnic	diversity	and	religious	practices.	Among	Malays,	parenting	styles	can	vary	from	easygoing	to	authoritarian,	with	some	prioritizing	materialism	over	emotional	development,	while	others	enforce	strict	religious	loyalty.	Chinese	families	often	adopt	an	authoritarian	approach,	emphasizing	discipline	and
academic	success.	Indian	households	emphasize	respect	for	elders,	community	values,	and	academic	achievement,	with	aggressive	discipline	and	parental	involvement	in	decision-making.	Despite	variations,	authoritarian	parenting	remains	prevalent	in	Malaysia,	emphasizing	obedience	and	conformity.	However,	there	is	a	growing	trend	towards
authoritative	parenting,	which	balances	structure	with	warmth	and	responsiveness.	Photo	byChristina	@	wocintechchat.com	Malaysias	business	culture	is	deeply	rooted	in	respect,	hierarchy,	and	relationship-building,	where	punctuality	and	appropriate	attire	hold	significance,	particularly	in	formal	settings.	Establishing	trust	and	personal	connections
is	paramount	in	Malaysian	business	dealings.	With	its	diverse	population	comprising	Malays,	Chinese,	Indians,	and	indigenous	groups,	Malaysian	work	culture	reflects	a	blend	of	various	ethnic	norms	and	values,	contributing	to	its	complexity.	Understanding	these	complexities	becomes	imperative	for	expatriates	and	international	businesses	aiming	for
success	in	the	country.	The	Malaysian	workforces	diversity	is	a	fundamental	aspect	that	shapes	its	work	culture.	Malays,	constituting	the	majority,	prioritize	respect	for	elders	and	authority	figures,	favoring	indirect	communication	and	a	reserved	demeanor.	Conversely,	the	Chinese	community,	influenced	by	Confucianism,	emphasizes	hierarchy,
directness	in	communication,	and	punctuality.	Indian	Malaysians,	influenced	by	Hinduism	and	Buddhism,	exhibit	expressiveness	and	directness	in	communication	while	valuing	strong	family	ties	and	respect	for	elders.	Additionally,	original	groups	contribute	unique	cultural	norms,	further	enriching	Malaysias	work	culture.	Understanding	the	linguistic
diversity,	where	Bahasa	Malaysia	serves	as	the	national	language	alongside	English,	Chinese,	and	Tamil,	is	crucial	for	effective	communication	in	Malaysian	workplaces.	Traditional	Malaysian	Clothing	in	West	Malaysia	Traditional	clothing	in	Malaysia	reflects	the	rich	textile	of	its	multicultural	society,	showing	a	blend	of	active	colors	and	complex
designs.	Among	the	Malay	community,	traditional	clothes	like	the	baju	melayu	for	men,	featuring	loose	tunics	paired	with	trousers	and	sarongs,	exude	elegance,	often	complemented	by	the	traditional	songkok	or	kopiah	hat.	Women,	on	the	other	hand,	embrace	the	graceful	baju	kurung,	consisting	of	knee-length	blouses	and	long	skirts,	epitomizing
sophistication	with	a	touch	of	modesty.	These	traditional	garments,	rooted	in	history	and	culture,	evoke	a	sense	of	pride	and	identity	among	the	Malay	population,	especially	during	special	occasions.	In	the	Chinese	community,	traditional	clothing	takes	center	stage	during	festivals	like	the	Chinese	New	Year.	Men	may	don	the	tang	suit,	resonating
with	floral	motifs	and	symbolic	of	the	prosperous	Tang	empire,	while	women	radiate	grace	in	the	cheongsam,	a	silk	dress	adorned	with	complex	clasps	and	collars.	Reflecting	a	fusion	of	traditional	roots	and	contemporary	influences,	Malaysian	Chinese	attire	shows	a	harmonious	blend	of	elegance	and	cultural	heritage.	Similarly,	Indian	Malaysians
welcome	the	eternal	elegance	of	the	saree	for	women	and	the	kurta-pajama	ensemble	for	men,	reflecting	the	active	colors	and	complicated	designs	intrinsic	to	Indian	culture.	These	traditional	garments	serve	as	evidence	of	the	cultural	diversity	and	harmony	that	defines	Malaysias	unique	identity.	Photo	byChester	Ho	Kota	Kinabalu,	settled	in	the
northern	region	of	Borneo,	attracts	visitors	with	its	stunning	natural	beauty	and	active	urban	energy.	Surrounded	by	the	South	China	Sea,	the	city	boasts	breathtaking	sunsets,	pristine	beaches,	and	crystal-clear	waters,	offering	a	paradise	for	beach	lovers	and	outdoor	enthusiasts	alike.	The	iconic	Mount	Kinabalu	stands	majestically	as	a	backdrop,
beckoning	adventurers	to	explore	its	trails	and	lush	rainforests.	Beyond	its	natural	beauty,	Kota	Kinabalu	welcomes	its	cultural	heritage,	with	a	melting	pot	of	traditions	from	original	tribes	like	the	Kadazan-Dusun	and	Bajau,	enriching	the	city	with	diverse	culinary	delights	and	authentic	cultural	experiences.	Photo	bySasha	India	Kuching,	the
charming	capital	of	Sarawak,	represents	a	harmonious	blend	of	tradition	and	modernity	among	a	backdrop	of	colonial	architecture	and	cultural	landmarks.	Known	for	its	rich	history	and	diverse	heritage,	Kuchings	Old	Town	shows	a	pattern	of	influences,	from	Chinese	temples	and	mosques	to	colonial	buildings	and	museums.	The	citys	riverside
promenade	offers	a	picturesque	setting	for	leisurely	strolls,	while	Chinatown	beckons	with	its	live	markets	and	culinary	delights.	As	the	gateway	to	Sarawaks	natural	wonders,	Kuching	invites	visitors	to	explore	its	limestone	hills	and	caves,	where	Buddhist	temples	stand	in	peaceful	splendor	among	lush	greenery.	With	its	warm	climate,	excellent	air
quality,	and	high	English	proficiency,	Kuching	welcomes	travelers	with	open	arms,	promising	an	authentic	Malaysian	experience	infused	with	warmth,	charm,	and	cultural	richness.	Photo	byAlfred	Ipoh,	Malaysias	charming	sleepy	town,	unfolds	a	pattern	of	culinary	delights,	cultural	treasures,	and	natural	wonders	waiting	to	be	discovered.	Renowned
for	its	delectable	cuisine,	Ipoh	excites	taste	buds	with	signature	dishes	like	chicken	rice	and	curry	mee,	inviting	foodies	on	a	gastronomic	tour	through	its	lively	streets	and	markets.	The	citys	active	arts	scene	comes	alive	with	colorful	murals	adorning	its	old	town	streets,	while	historic	landmarks	like	Concubine	Lane	and	Kong	Heng	Square	offer
sights	into	its	storied	past.	Beyond	its	culinary	and	cultural	beauty,	Ipoh	signals	adventurers	to	explore	its	limestone	karst	mountains,	caves,	and	calm	hot	springs,	providing	a	tranquil	escape	from	breathtaking	natural	landscapes.	Whether	its	wandering	through	unique	alleys,	soaking	in	the	healing	waters	of	Banjaran	Hotsprings	Retreat,	or	setting
out	outdoor	adventures,	Ipoh	promises	a	delightful	blend	of	heritage,	charm,	and	natural	beauty	that	charms	the	soul.	1.	Budi:	Malaysian	culture	revolves	around	the	concept	of	budi,	emphasizing	intelligence,	morality,	and	virtue	in	every	aspect	of	life.	2.	Pantang	Larang:	From	superstitions	to	unwritten	rules,	pantang	larang	shapes	societal	behavior
and	maintains	cultural	norms.	3.	Filial	Piety:	The	value	of	respect,	care,	and	obedience	towards	parents	displays	the	importance	of	family	bonds	in	Malaysian	society.	4.	Malaysian	Happiness:	Recognized	as	the	fifth	happiest	country	globally,	Malaysia	boasts	a	high	quality	of	life	and	strong	familial	bonds.	5.	Malaysian	Social	Life:	Cultural	diversity	is
celebrated	in	Malaysia,	developing	unity	and	mutual	respect	among	its	varied	communities.	6.	Malaysian	Food:	Malaysian	cuisine	reflects	its	multicultural	heritage,	blending	Malay,	Chinese,	and	Indian	influences	into	a	tantalizing	culinary	experience.	7.	Malaysian	Relationships:	Love	and	relationships	in	Malaysia	are	grounded	in	traditional	values
while	embracing	modern	dating	practices.	8.	Malaysian	Parenting:	Parenting	styles	vary	across	ethnic	groups,	reflecting	the	influence	of	diverse	cultural	backgrounds	and	religious	practices.	9.	Malaysian	Work	Culture:	Respect,	hierarchy,	and	relationship-building	define	Malaysias	business	culture,	shaped	by	its	diverse	workforce.	10.	Traditional
Clothing:	From	the	elegant	baju	kurung	to	the	complex	cheongsam,	traditional	attire	reflects	Malaysias	rich	cultural	pattern	with	pride.	11.	Three	Cultural	Cities:	Kota	Kinabalu,	Kuching,	and	Ipoh	show	Malaysias	rich	cultural	pattern,	inviting	visitors	to	experience	its	history,	cuisine,	and	natural	beauty	firsthand.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the
material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were
made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that
legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,
other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	You	will	gain	an	understanding	of	a	number	of	key	areas	about	the	country	including:	Language	Religion	and	beliefs	Culture	and	society	Social	etiquette	and	customs	Business	culture	and	etiquette	Facts	and	Statistics	Location:	Southeastern	Asia.	Shares
borders	with	Thailand,	Indonesia,	Singapore	and	Brunei.	Capital:	Kuala	Lumpur	Climate:	tropical;	annual	southwest	(April	to	October)	and	northeast	(October	to	February)	monsoons	Population:	32+	million	(2019	est.)	Ethnic	Make-up:	Malay	50.4%,	Chinese	23.7%,	indigenous	11%,	Indian	7.1%,	others	7.8%	Religions:	Muslim	60.4%,	Buddhist	19.2%,
Christian	9.1%,	Hindu	6.3%,	Confucianism,	Taoism,	other	traditional	Chinese	religions	2.6%,	other	or	unknown	1.5%,	none	0.8%	Government:	constitutional	monarchy	Business	Culture:	Ranked	43rd	in	the	Business	Culture	Complexity	Index	Language	in	Malaysia	The	Malay	language	is	an	Austronesian	language	spoken	not	only	by	Malaysians	but	all
Malay	people	who	reside	in	the	Malay	Peninsula,	southern	Thailand,	the	Philippines,	Singapore,	central	eastern	Sumatra,	the	Riau	islands,	parts	of	the	coast	of	Borneo,	Cocos	and	Christmas	Islands	in	Australia.	It	is	also	very	similar	to	Indonesian,	known	locally	as	Bahasa	Indonesia.In	Malaysia,	the	language	is	officially	known	as	Bahasa	Malaysia,
which	translates	as	the	"Malaysian	language".	The	term,	which	was	introduced	by	the	National	Language	Act	1967,	was	predominant	until	the	1990s,	when	most	academics	and	government	officials	reverted	to	"Bahasa	Melayu,"	which	is	used	in	the	Malay	version	of	the	Federal	Constitution.	A	mosque	in	Malacca	influenced	by	Chinese	architecture.	A
perfect	insight	into	the	history	of	Malaysia	and	its	cultural	influences.	Photo	by	Farhan	Azam	on	Unsplash	Malaysian	Culture	and	Society	A	Multi-Cultural	Society	Malaysia	is	a	multi-cultural	society.	The	main	ethnic	groups	are	the	native	Malays	as	well	as	large	populations	of	Chinese,	and	Indians.	When	visiting	the	country	it	is	clear	that	the
ethnicities	retain	their	religions,	customs	and	way	of	life.	The	most	important	festivals	of	each	group	are	public	holidays.	Although	growing	up,	children	are	educated	in	the	same	schools	and	will	eventually	work	in	the	same	offices,	few	marry	outside	their	own	ethnicity.	Families	tend	to	socialise	within	their	own	ethnic	group	all	part	of	retaining	their
individual	traditions	and	lifestyles.	Despite	the	ethnic	differences	there	are	commonalities	culturally	speaking.	Group	Orientation	The	family	is	considered	the	centre	of	the	social	structure.	As	a	result	there	is	a	great	emphasis	on	unity,	loyalty	and	respect	for	the	elderly.	The	family	is	the	place	where	the	individual	can	be	guaranteed	both	emotional
and	financial	support.	When	one	member	of	the	family	suffers	a	financial	setback,	the	rest	of	the	family	will	contribute	what	they	can	to	help	out.	Families	tend	to	be	extended,	although	in	the	larger	cities	this	will	naturally	differ.	The	Concept	of	Face	Malays,	Chinese	and	Indians	all	strive	to	maintain	face	and	avoid	shame	both	in	public	and	private.
Face	is	a	personal	concept	that	embraces	qualities	such	as	a	good	name,	good	character,	and	being	held	in	esteem	by	one's	peers.	Face	is	considered	a	commodity	that	can	be	given,	lost,	taken	away,	or	earned.	On	top	of	this	face	also	extends	to	the	family,	school,	company,	and	even	the	nation	itself.	The	desire	to	maintain	face	makes	Malaysians
strive	for	harmonious	relationships.	Face	can	be	lost	by	openly	criticizing,	insulting,	or	putting	someone	on	the	spot;	doing	something	that	brings	shame	to	the	group;	challenging	someone	in	authority,	especially	if	this	is	done	in	public;	showing	anger	at	another	person;	refusing	a	request;	not	keeping	a	promise;	or	disagreeing	with	someone	publicly.
Conversely,	face	can	be	saved	by	remaining	calm	and	courteous;	discussing	errors	or	transgressions	in	private;	speaking	about	problems	without	blaming	anyone;	using	non-verbal	communication	to	say	"no";	and	allowing	the	other	person	to	get	out	of	the	situation	with	their	pride	intact.	A	beautiful	Malay	family.	Family	means	everything	in	Malay
culture.	Photo	by	Muktasim	Azlan	on	Unsplash	Greetings	in	a	social	context	will	depend	upon	the	ethnicity	of	the	person	you	are	meeting.	In	general,	most	Malays	are	aware	of	Western	ways	so	the	handshake	is	normal.	There	may	be	slight	differences	though	and	a	few	things	to	bear	in	mind	include:	Malay	women	may	not	shake	hands	with	men.
Women	can	of	course	shake	hands	with	women.	Men	may	also	not	shake	hands	with	women	and	may	bow	instead	while	placing	their	hand	on	their	heart.	The	Chinese	handshake	is	light	and	may	be	rather	prolonged.	Men	and	women	may	shake	hands,	although	the	woman	must	extend	her	hand	first.	Many	older	Chinese	lower	their	eyes	during	the
greeting	as	a	sign	of	respect.	Indians	shake	hands	with	members	of	the	same	sex.	When	being	introduced	to	someone	of	the	opposite	sex,	nodding	the	head	and	smiling	is	usually	sufficient.	Among	all	cultures,	there	is	a	general	tendency	to	introduce:	the	most	important	person	to	the	lower	ranking	person.	the	older	person	to	the	younger	person.
women	to	men.	Names	in	Malaysia	The	way	names	are	used	also	varies	between	ethnicities:	ChineseThe	Chinese	traditionally	have	3	names.	The	surname	(family	name)	is	first	and	is	followed	by	two	personal	names.	Many	Chinese	adopt	more	Western	names	and	may	ask	you	to	use	that	instead.	MalaysMany	Malays	do	not	have	surnames.	Instead,
men	add	their	father's	name	to	their	own	name	with	the	term	"bin"	(meaning	son	of).	So	Rosli	bin	Suleiman,	would	be	Rosli	the	son	of	Suleiman.	Women	use	the	term	"binti",	so	Aysha	bint	Suleiman	is	Aysha	the	daughter	of	Suleiman.	IndianMany	Indians	do	not	use	surnames.	Instead,	they	place	the	initial	of	their	father's	name	in	front	of	their	own
name.	The	man's	formal	name	is	their	name	"s/o"	(son	of)	and	the	father's	name.	Women	use	"d/o"	to	refer	to	themselves	as	the	daughter	of	their	father.	Petaling	Street	Market,	Jalan	Petaling.	Photo	by	Ravin	Rau	on	Unsplash	Gift	Giving	Etiquette	Here	are	some	general	gift	giving	etiquette	guidelines:	Gift	giving	to	Malays:	If	invited	to	someone's
home	for	dinner,	bring	the	hostess	pastries	or	good	quality	chocolates.	Never	give	alcohol.	Do	not	give	toy	dogs	or	pigs	to	children.	Do	not	give	anything	made	of	pigskin.	Avoid	white	wrapping	paper	as	it	symbolizes	death	and	mourning.	Avoid	yellow	wrapping	paper,	as	it	is	the	color	of	royalty.	If	you	give	food,	it	must	be	halal	(meaning	permissible	for
Muslims).	Offer	gifts	with	the	right	hand	only	or	both	hands	if	the	item	is	large.	Gifts	are	generally	not	opened	when	received.	Gift	giving	to	Chinese	Malaysians:	If	invited	to	someone's	home,	bring	a	small	gift	of	fruit,	sweets,	or	cakes,	saying	that	it	is	for	the	children.	A	gift	is	traditionally	refused	before	it	is	accepted	to	demonstrate	that	the	recipient
is	not	greedy	Do	not	give	scissors,	knives	or	other	cutting	utensils	as	they	indicate	a	desire	to	sever	the	relationship.	Flowers	do	not	make	good	gifts	as	they	are	given	to	the	sick	and	are	used	at	funerals.	Do	not	wrap	gifts	in	mourning	colours	-	white,	blue,	or	black.	Wrap	the	gifts	in	happy	colours	-	red,	pink,	or	yellow.	Elaborate	gift	-	wrapping	is
imperative.	Never	wrap	a	gift	for	a	baby	or	decorate	the	gift	in	any	way	with	a	stork,	as	birds	are	the	harbinger	of	death.	It	is	best	to	give	gifts	in	even	numbers	since	odd	numbers	are	unlucky.	Gifts	are	generally	not	opened	when	received.	Gift	giving	to	Indian	Malaysians:	Money	should	be	given	in	odd	numbers.	Offer	gifts	with	the	right	hand	only	or
both	hands	if	the	item	is	large.	Do	not	wrap	gifts	in	white	or	black.	Wrap	gifts	in	red,	yellow	or	green	paper	or	other	bright	colors	as	these	bring	good	fortune	Do	not	give	leather	products	to	a	Hindu.	Do	not	give	alcohol	unless	you	are	certain	the	recipient	drinks.	Gifts	are	generally	not	opened	when	received.	Within	the	business	context	most
Malaysian	businesspeople	are	culturally-savvy	and	internationally	exposes.	Your	experience	may	very	well	depend	upon	the	ethnicity,	age,	sex	and	status	of	the	person	you	are	meeting.	The	best	approach	is	always	friendly	yet	formal.	A	few	tips	include:	Initial	greetings	should	be	formal	and	denote	proper	respect.	If	in	a	team,	introduce	the	most
important	person	first.	Many	Malays	and	Indians	are	uncomfortable	shaking	hands	with	a	member	of	the	opposite	sex.	Foreign	men	should	always	wait	for	a	Malaysian	woman	to	extend	her	hand.	Foreign	women	should	also	wait	for	a	Malaysian	man	to	extend	his	hand.	To	demonstrate	respect	Chinese	may	look	downwards	rather	than	at	the	person
they	are	meeting.	It	is	important	that	professional	titles	(professor,	doctor,	engineer)	and	honorific	titles	are	used	in	business.	Malays	and	Indians	use	titles	with	their	first	name	while	Chinese	use	titles	with	their	surname.	Business	Card	Etiquette	Business	cards	are	exchanged	after	the	initial	introductions.	If	you	will	be	meeting	Chinese,	have	one
side	of	your	card	translated	into	Chinese,	with	the	Chinese	characters	printed	in	gold.	If	you	will	be	meeting	government	officials,	have	one	side	of	your	card	translated	into	Bahasa	Malaysia.	Use	two	hands	or	the	right	hand	only	to	exchange	business	cards.	Examine	any	business	card	you	receive	before	putting	it	in	your	business	card	case.	The
respect	you	show	someone's	business	card	is	indicative	of	the	respect	you	will	show	the	individual	in	business.	Act	accordingly.	Never	write	on	someone's	card	in	their	presence.	You	will	experience	very	different	Malaysians	depending	on	the	generation	of	person	you're	doing	business	or	working	with.	Formality	and	etiquette	are	really	valued	by	the
older	generation	whereas	the	tech-savvy	younger	generation	are	much	more	informal.	Photo	by	Muhammad	Faiz	Zulkeflee	on	Unsplash	Communication	in	Malaysia	As	an	extension	to	the	need	to	maintain	harmonious	relations,	Malaysians	rely	on	non-verbal	communication	(i.e.	facial	expressions,	tone	of	voice,	body	language,	etc).	Such	a
communication	style	tends	to	be	subtle,	indirect	and.	Malays	may	hint	at	a	point	rather	than	making	a	direct	statement,	since	that	might	cause	the	other	person	to	lose	face.	Rather	than	say	"no",	they	might	say,	"I	will	try",	or	"Ill	see	what	I	can	do".	This	allows	the	person	making	the	request	and	the	person	turning	it	down	to	save	face	and	maintain
harmony	in	their	relationship.	If	you	are	unsure	about	the	affirmative	response	you	received,	you	may	want	to	continue	the	discussion,	re-phrasing	the	question	in	several	different	ways	so	that	you	may	compare	responses.	If	the	response	was	given	because	the	Malaysian	did	not	know	how	to	respond	in	the	negative	without	causing	offense,	this	may
come	out.	Alternatively,	they	may	have	someone	else	give	you	the	bad	news.	Silence	is	an	important	element	of	Malaysian	communication.	Pausing	before	responding	to	a	question	indicates	that	they	have	given	the	question	appropriate	thought	and	considered	their	response	carefully.	Many	Malaysians	do	not	understand	the	Western	propensity	to
respond	to	a	question	hastily	and	can	consider	such	behaviour	thoughtless	and	rude.	Malaysians	may	laugh	at	what	may	appear	to	outsiders	as	inappropriate	moments.	This	device	is	used	to	conceal	uneasiness.Do	not	show	anger	in	public	as	it	makes	Malaysians	uncomfortable	and	creates	a	feeling	of	powerlessness.	There	is	a	greater	chance	of
achieving	a	good	outcome	id	you	are	calm,	whereas	little	is	resolved	by	shouting.	Business	Meetings	It	is	a	good	idea	for	the	most	senior	person	on	your	team	to	enter	first	so	that	he	or	she	is	the	first	to	greet	the	most	senior	Malaysian.	This	gives	face	to	both	parties	as	it	demonstrates	respect	towards	the	Malaysian	and	shows	that	you	respect
hierarchy	within	your	company.	It	is	customary	for	leaders	to	sit	opposite	each	other	around	the	table.	Many	companies	will	have	their	team	seated	in	descending	rank,	although	this	is	not	always	the	case.Expect	the	most	senior	Malaysian	to	give	a	brief	welcoming	speech.	You	need	not	reciprocate.	There	will	be	a	period	of	small	talk,	which	will	end
when	the	most	senior	Malaysian	is	comfortable	moving	to	the	business	discussion.	Meetings	may	be	conducted	or	continue	over	lunch	and	dinner.	Meetings,	especially	initial	ones,	are	generally	somewhat	formal.	Treat	all	Malaysian	participants	with	respect	and	be	cautious	not	to	lose	your	temper	or	appear	irritated.At	the	first	meeting	between	two
companies,	Malaysians	will	generally	not	get	into	in-depth	discussions.	They	prefer	to	use	the	first	meeting	as	an	opportunity	to	get	to	know	the	other	side	and	build	a	rapport,	which	is	essential	in	this	consensus-driven	culture.	Management	Style	Please	see	below	examples.	Simply	change	the	country	name	depending	on	which	guide	you	are
referencing.	MLA	Format:	Commisceo	Global	Consulting	Ltd.	Afghanistan	-	Language,	Culture,	Customs	and	Etiquette.	www.commisceo-global.com.	1	Jan.	2020	APA	Format:	Commisceo	Global	Consulting	Ltd.	(2020,	January	1)	Afghanistan	-	Language,	Culture,	Customs	and	Etiquette.	Retrieved	from	Harvard	Format:	Commisceo	Global	Consulting
Ltd.	(2020).	Afghanistan	-	Language,	Culture,	Customs	and	Etiquette.	[online]	Available	at:	[Accessed	ENTER	DATE].	Malaysia	is	a	vibrant	and	diverse	country	known	for	its	rich	blend	of	cultures	and	traditions.	With	Malay,	Chinese,	Indian,	and	indigenous	influences	shaping	its	heritage,	Malaysia	offers	a	unique	cultural	tapestry	that	defines	its	daily
life,	festivals,	and	social	interactions.	Understanding	these	local	cultures	and	traditions	is	essential	for	anyone	visiting	or	living	in	Malaysia	to	appreciate	the	richness	of	this	remarkable	nation.	It	is	important	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	cultures	and	traditions	in	Malaysia	beforehand	to	ensure	respectful	interactions	and	a	deeper	appreciation	of	the
local	way	of	life	when	traveling	or	staying	in	Malaysia.	By	exploring	Malaysias	customs	and	values,	travelers	and	residents	alike	can	gain	deeper	insights	into	its	identity	while	building	meaningful	experiences	in	Malaysia.	This	travel	guide	delves	into	the	cultural	nuances,	best	travel	destinations,	food,	and	lifestyle	experiences,	as	well	as	the	traditions
and	etiquette	that	make	Malaysia	truly	special.	Before	traveling	to	Malaysia,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	local	cultures	and	traditions	to	ensure	respectful	interactions	with	the	locals	while	fully	appreciating	the	countrys	rich	heritage.	Culture	in	Malaysia	refers	to	the	collective	identity	shaped	by	the	diverse	ethnic	groups	through	their	languages,
art,	cuisine,	and	social	practices.	It	is	a	vibrant	fusion	that	forms	the	foundation	of	daily	life	and	national	identity,	which	visitors	will	experience	firsthand	when	staying	in	Malaysia.	On	the	other	hand,	traditions	in	Malaysia	are	the	specific	customs	and	rituals	passed	down	through	generations,	often	tied	to	religious	beliefs,	festivals,	or	family	practices,
such	as	the	lighting	of	oil	lamps	for	Deepavali	or	the	traditional	Malay	dance	of	Zapin.	Understanding	these	aspects	is	essential	for	travelers	or	anyone	living	in	Malaysia,	as	it	allows	them	to	engage	meaningfully	with	the	people	and	their	heritage.	Malaysia	is	a	vibrant	tapestry	of	cultures,	where	the	coexistence	of	three	main	ethnic	groupsMalays,
Chinese,	and	Indiansalongside	indigenous	communities	creates	a	unique	social	fabric.	This	multicultural	environment,	shaped	by	the	different	cultures	and	traditions	in	Malaysia,	is	reflected	in	the	countrys	festivals,	cuisine,	and	daily	interactions,	making	it	essential	for	anyone	looking	to	live	like	a	local	to	appreciate	and	respect	these	diverse
traditions.	Malays,	who	are	predominantly	Muslim,	typically	have	medium	to	tan	skin	tones,	dark	hair,	and	brown	eyes.	Their	traditional	attire	reflects	Islamic	influences,	with	men	wearing	the	baju	melayu	(a	long-sleeved	shirt	paired	with	trousers	and	a	sampin,	a	type	of	sarong)	and	women	donning	the	baju	kurung	or	baju	kebaya,	often	paired	with	a
headscarf	(tudung).	The	fabrics	used	are	often	colorful	and	intricately	designed	with	batik	or	songket	patterns,	reflecting	Malaysias	traditional	craftsmanship.	Malays	primarily	speak	Bahasa	Melayu	(Malay),	which	is	also	the	national	language	of	Malaysia.	During	the	Hari	Raya	celebration,	the	Malay	community	embraces	Malaysian	cultures	and
traditions	by	wearing	traditional	attire	such	as	baju	kurung	for	women	and	baju	melayu	for	men,	symbolizing	unity	and	cultural	pride.	However,	English	is	widely	spoken	as	the	second	language,	especially	in	urban	areas	and	for	business	and	education.	This	means	travelers	dont	have	to	worry	about	communication,	as	many	locals	are	fluent	in	English
and	are	happy	to	assist.	In	Malay	culture,	major	celebrations	like	Hari	Raya	Aidilfitri	and	Hari	Raya	Haji	are	deeply	rooted	in	Islamic	traditions.	These	festivals	are	marked	by	prayer,	family	gatherings,	and	the	practice	of	giving	to	the	less	fortunate.	Malay	culture	and	traditions	during	Hari	Raya	are	beautifully	reflected	in	the	preparation	and	sharing
of	traditional	dishes	like	ketupat	and	lemang,	symbolizing	togetherness	and	celebration.	Open	houses	during	Hari	Raya	are	a	cherished	tradition,	where	families	welcome	guests	of	all	backgrounds	to	share	traditional	dishes	such	as	ketupat,	rendang,	and	kuih.	Respect	for	elders,	modesty	in	attire,	and	a	strong	sense	of	community	are	central	values	in
Malay	society.	During	Chinese	New	Year	celebrations,	the	Chinese	community	showcases	the	cultures	and	traditions	in	Malaysia	by	wearing	traditional	attire	such	as	the	changshan	for	men	and	the	cheongsam	for	women,	reflecting	elegance	and	cultural	heritage.	The	Chinese	community	in	Malaysia	often	has	fair	to	light	skin	tones,	straight	dark	hair,
and	almond-shaped	eyes.	Their	traditional	clothing	for	men	includes	the	changshan,	while	women	may	wear	the	elegant	cheongsam,	a	fitted	dress	with	a	high	collar	and	side	slits.	During	Chinese	New	Year	and	special	occasions,	red	and	gold	are	popular	colors	in	their	attire,	symbolizing	luck	and	prosperity.	Modern	Chinese	Malaysians	often	blend
traditional	and	contemporary	styles	in	their	clothing.	The	Chinese	in	Malaysia	commonly	speak	a	variety	of	languages,	including	Mandarin,	Cantonese,	Hokkien,	Hakka,	and	other	Chinese	dialects,	as	well	as	English	and	Malay.	During	Chinese	New	Year,	must-have	foods	include	yu	sheng	(prosperity	toss	salad),	nian	gao	(sticky	rice	cake),	and
mandarin	oranges,	symbolizing	prosperity,	unity,	and	good	fortune.	The	Chinese	community	in	Malaysia	celebrates	Chinese	New	Year	as	a	significant	cultural	event,	symbolizing	renewal	and	prosperity.	Traditions	include	reunion	dinners,	giving	red	packets	(angpao)	as	blessings	of	luck	and	wealth,	and	vibrant	lion	dances	to	ward	off	bad	spirits.
Temples	are	often	visited	for	prayers,	while	homes	are	decorated	with	lanterns	and	auspicious	symbols.	These	practices	reflect	the	communitys	emphasis	on	family	bonds,	hard	work,	and	spiritual	beliefs.	During	Deepavali	celebrations,	the	Indian	community	showcases	their	cultural	heritage	by	wearing	traditional	attire	such	as	sarees	for	women	and
kurtas	for	men,	reflecting	the	vibrant	traditions	of	living	in	Malaysia.	The	Indian	community,	primarily	of	South	Indian	origin,	typically	has	darker	skin	tones,	curly	or	wavy	hair,	and	distinct	facial	features.	Their	traditional	attire	includes	the	kurta	for	men,	often	paired	with	a	dhoti	or	trousers,	and	the	saree	for	women,	which	is	a	long,	colorful	fabric
draped	elegantly	around	the	body.	Women	may	also	wear	salwar	kameez	or	lehengas,	and	both	genders	often	accessorize	with	gold	jewelry,	especially	during	festivals	like	Deepavali.	Indian	Malaysians	predominantly	speak	Tamil,	along	with	other	languages	like	Malayalam,	Telugu,	Punjabi,	and	Hindi,	in	addition	to	Malay	and	English.	Must-have	foods
during	Deepavali	include	murukku,	laddoos,	and	gulab	jamun,	which	symbolize	joy	and	are	shared	as	part	of	the	festive	celebration.	The	Indian	community,	primarily	of	Tamil	descent,	celebrates	Deepavali,	the	Festival	of	Lights,	as	a	symbol	of	the	triumph	of	light	over	darkness.	Traditions	include	lighting	oil	lamps,	visiting	temples,	and	preparing
festive	meals	featuring	dishes	like	biryani	and	sweets	such	as	laddu	and	murukku.	The	vibrant	kolam	designs	at	home	entrances	are	a	hallmark	of	this	celebration.	Indian	culture	in	Malaysia	emphasizes	family,	spirituality,	and	the	preservation	of	ancestral	customs	through	dance,	music,	and	festivals.	Now	that	youve	learned	about	the	main	ethnic
groups	in	Malaysia	and	their	vibrant	festival	culture,	dont	miss	the	chance	to	participate	in	one	of	these	Malaysias	lively	celebrations,	where	you	can	truly	experience	the	countrys	rich	multicultural	heritage	and	warm	hospitality.	By	participating	in	the	vibrant	festivals	such	as	Hari	Raya	Aidilfitri,	Chinese	New	Year,	and	Deepavali,	you	can	engage	with
locals,	share	meals,	and	partake	in	cultural	traditions,	creating	meaningful	and	unique	local	experiences	in	Malaysia.	In	addition	to	major	religious	and	cultural	festivals,	Malaysia	hosts	a	variety	of	annual	and	biennial	events	that	offer	unique	insights	into	its	diverse	traditions	and	modern	innovations.	For	example,	the	Putrajaya	Festival	of	Culture	and
Lights	dazzles	visitors	with	colorful	lantern	displays,	cultural	performances,	and	interactive	exhibits	that	showcase	Malaysias	artistic	heritage.	Another	notable	event	is	the	MAHA	2024	biennial	event,	which	celebrates	Malaysias	agricultural	and	food	industries,	offering	visitors	the	chance	to	explore	local	produce,	culinary	delights,	and	innovative
farming	techniques.	Such	events	provide	a	blend	of	cultural	and	recreational	activities,	giving	travelers	an	opportunity	to	immerse	themselves	in	the	vibrant	local	life	while	exploring	the	countrys	creative	and	economic	achievements.	Malaysia	is	home	to	numerous	destinations	that	bring	its	rich	heritage,	culture,	and	traditions	to	life.	These	historical
places	in	Malaysia,	including	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Sites,	historic	towns,	and	cultural	hubs,	showcase	the	countrys	vibrant	multicultural	identity.	Ideal	for	history	enthusiasts	and	culture	lovers	alike,	these	locations	are	among	the	best	attractions	in	Malaysia,	offering	an	unforgettable	glimpse	into	the	nations	past	and	present:	Malacca:	A	UNESCO
World	Heritage	Site	known	for	its	rich	history,	colonial	architecture,	and	landmarks	like	A	Famosa,	St.	Pauls	Hill,	and	Jonker	Street.	Penang:	Another	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site,	famous	for	George	Towns	heritage	buildings,	street	art,	and	a	thriving	food	scene	that	reflects	Malaysias	cultural	diversity.	Kuala	Lumpur:	The	nations	capital,	where
iconic	landmarks	like	the	Sultan	Abdul	Samad	Building	and	Central	Market	are	some	of	the	best	places	to	visit	in	Kuala	Lumpur,	that	highlight	Malaysias	blend	of	modernity	and	tradition.	Kota	Bharu:	The	cultural	heart	of	Kelantan,	offering	traditional	crafts,	vibrant	markets,	and	unique	Malay	traditions.	Batu	Caves:	A	stunning	limestone	hill	near
Kuala	Lumpur,	featuring	a	series	of	caves	and	temples,	including	the	iconic	Hindu	shrine	with	its	towering	golden	Lord	Murugan	statue,	making	it	a	significant	cultural	and	religious	site	in	Malaysia.	Hang	Tuah	Museum:	Located	in	Malacca,	this	museum	is	dedicated	to	the	legendary	Malay	warrior	Hang	Tuah,	showcasing	artifacts,	exhibits,	and
stories	that	celebrate	his	contributions	to	Malay	culture	and	history.	Sarawak	Cultural	Village:	Located	near	Kuching,	this	living	museum	showcases	the	diverse	indigenous	cultures	of	Borneo	through	traditional	longhouses	and	performances.	These	incredible	destinations	in	Malaysia	provide	an	enriching	experience	for	travelers	seeking	to	explore	the
rich	cultural	heritages	of	this	beautiful	country.	Malaysian	cuisine	reflects	the	countrys	rich	heritage,	with	distinct	flavors	from	Malay,	Chinese,	and	Indian	communities,	offering	an	authentic	taste	of	the	cultures	and	traditions	in	Malaysia.	Traveling	or	staying	in	Malaysia	wouldnt	be	complete	without	exploring	and	getting	accustomed	to	the	best	local
food	in	Malaysia,	which	provides	a	meaningful	connection	to	the	nations	diverse	cultural	heritage.	Nasi	Lemak	As	most	Malays	are	Muslims,	halal	food	is	essential,	ensuring	that	dishes	align	with	Islamic	dietary	guidelines.	In	the	Malay	community,	Nasi	Lemak	stands	out	as	a	must-try	dish,	featuring	fragrant	coconut	rice	served	with	sambal,	boiled
eggs,	crispy	anchovies,	and	cucumbers.	Be	mindful,	as	the	sambal	can	be	quite	spicy,	adding	a	fiery	kick	to	this	beloved	meal.	Char	Kway	Teow	The	Chinese	community	offers	iconic	dishes	like	Char	Kway	Teow,	a	stir-fried	flat	noodle	dish	with	prawns	and	bean	sprouts,	typically	found	in	food	courts	and	hawker	stalls.	Meanwhile,	Indian	cuisine	shines
with	Roti	Canai,	a	flaky	flatbread	often	paired	with	dhal	or	curry,	perfect	for	a	hearty	breakfast	or	snack.	Together,	these	dishes	provide	a	tantalizing	glimpse	into	Malaysias	diverse	culinary	traditions.	The	lifestyle	in	Malaysia	is	a	harmonious	blend	of	tradition	and	modernity,	reflecting	the	countrys	rich	cultural	diversity	and	dynamic	urban	growth.	In
cities	like	Kuala	Lumpur,	life	is	fast-paced,	with	modern	amenities,	vibrant	shopping	malls,	and	bustling	markets	offering	a	mix	of	local	and	international	experiences.	At	the	same	time,	rural	areas	provide	a	more	relaxed	and	traditional	way	of	life,	where	community	bonds	and	cultural	practices	are	deeply	valued.	Festivals,	community	events,	and
religious	observances	further	enrich	daily	life,	offering	unique	opportunities	to	connect	with	the	different	cultures	and	traditions	in	Malaysia.	This	combination	of	cultural	richness,	modern	conveniences,	and	warm	hospitality	makes	living	in	Malaysia	a	unique	and	fulfilling	experience.	Living	in	Malaysia	offers	a	unique	opportunity	to	immerse	yourself
in	its	rich	culture,	vibrant	traditions,	and	warm	hospitality.	By	embracing	local	customs	and	exploring	the	daily	lives	of	its	people,	you	can	gain	deeper	insights	into	the	countrys	diverse	communities	and	create	unforgettable	experiences	in	Malaysia.	From	learning	the	local	language	to	navigating	public	transportation	and	engaging	with	locals,	these
practical	lifestyle	tips	will	help	you	truly	live	like	a	local	and	feel	at	home	in	this	multicultural	nation.	Learning	basic	phrases	in	Bahasa	Melayu	can	go	a	long	way	in	connecting	with	locals,	even	though	English	is	widely	spoken.	Exploring	public	markets,	using	public	transport,	and	taking	part	in	cultural	events	are	great	ways	to	understand	daily	life	in
Malaysia.	By	embracing	these	practices	and	adopting	a	curious	and	respectful	attitude,	youll	not	only	blend	in	but	also	develop	a	deeper	appreciation	for	the	countrys	unique	charm.	To	truly	live	like	a	local	in	Malaysia,	immersing	yourself	in	the	culture	is	essential.	Start	by	frequenting	local	cafes,	eateries	and	hawker	centers	such	as	the	mamak	stalls,
where	you	can	enjoy	authentic	Malaysian	cuisineNasi	Lemak,	Char	Kway	Teow,	and	Roti	Canai	while	mingling	with	residents.	These	informal	dining	spots	are	not	just	about	food;	they	are	social	hubs	where	you	can	engage	in	conversations	and	make	new	friends.	Additionally,	dont	hesitate	to	strike	up	a	chat	with	locals	at	parks	or	community	events,
as	Malaysians	are	generally	warm	and	welcoming,	eager	to	share	their	experiences	and	recommendations	with	newcomers.	Another	practical	lifestyle	tips	for	living	like	a	local	in	Malaysia	is	to	embrace	the	public	transportation	system.	Malaysia	boasts	a	well-connected	network	of	buses,	trains,	and	light	rail,	making	it	easy	to	navigate	cities	like	Kuala
Lumpur.	By	using	public	transport,	youll	not	only	save	money	but	also	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	daily	life	in	Malaysia.	When	traveling	to	Malaysia,	understanding	and	respecting	the	local	cultural	etiquette	is	essential	for	a	positive	and	enriching	experience.	While	the	locals	are	warm	and	welcoming,	being	mindful	of	their	traditions	and	values



shows	respect	and	helps	you	connect	more	meaningfully	with	the	people.	To	help	you	navigate	social	interactions	and	cultural	practices	with	ease,	here	are	some	key	dos	and	donts	in	Malaysia	to	keep	in	mind.	Dos:	Greet	with	a	smile	and	nod:	Malaysians	value	harmony	and	mutual	respect,	so	a	warm	smile	and	polite	nod	go	a	long	way	in	social
interactions.	Dress	modestly	in	rural	areas	or	religious	places:	Be	mindful	of	conservative	norms,	especially	when	visiting	mosques	or	during	religious	festivals.	Respect	local	customs:	Observe	and	respect	cultural	practices,	such	as	removing	your	shoes	before	entering	homes	or	places	of	worship.	Embrace	Malaysian	time:	Be	flexible	and	patient	with
a	more	relaxed	approach	to	punctuality,	common	in	social	settings.	Engage	with	the	locals:	Show	interest	in	their	traditions	and	way	of	life	to	build	meaningful	connections.	Bring	a	gift	during	special	occasions:	When	invited	to	celebrations	like	Hari	Raya,	Chinese	New	Year,	or	Deepavali,	it	is	thoughtful	to	bring	a	small	gift,	such	as	sweets,	fruits,	or
festive	treats.	This	gesture	reflects	respect	for	the	hosts	hospitality	and	adds	to	the	spirit	of	sharing	and	togetherness.	Be	mindful	of	cultural	and	religious	sensitivities	when	selecting	gifts.	Avoid	alcohol	or	non-halal	items	for	Muslim	hosts,	and	for	Hindu	households,	steer	clear	of	leather	products	made	from	cowhide.	Donts:	Avoid	pointing	with	your
finger:	Use	your	thumb	or	the	whole	hand	instead,	as	pointing	is	considered	impolite.	Dont	touch	someones	head:	The	head	is	regarded	as	sacred,	and	touching	it	may	be	seen	as	disrespectful.	Refrain	from	public	displays	of	affection:	Such	behavior	may	be	frowned	upon,	especially	in	conservative	areas.	Avoid	being	overly	direct	or	confrontational:
Politeness	is	highly	valued,	so	address	conflicts	or	disagreements	tactfully.	Dont	wear	revealing	clothing:	This	is	particularly	important	in	rural	areas	or	when	visiting	places	of	worship.	Immersing	yourself	in	Malaysias	local	cultures	and	traditions	is	not	just	about	learning	new	customs	but	also	about	building	a	genuine	connection	with	its	people.
Whether	its	through	celebrating	festivals,	tasting	local	cuisine,	or	engaging	in	respectful	interactions,	every	experience	brings	you	closer	to	understanding	the	heart	of	Malaysia.	By	appreciating	its	cultural	diversity	and	embracing	its	unique	way	of	life,	travelers	and	expatriates	alike	can	create	lasting	memories	and	a	deeper	sense	of	belonging	in	this
extraordinary	country.	While	there	may	be	hurdles	to	overcome,	the	rewards	of	living	like	a	local	far	outweigh	the	drawbacks.	Whether	you	are	considering	a	long-term	move	or	a	short	visit,	the	insights	gained	from	this	travel	guide	will	undoubtedly	enrich	your	journey	and	leave	you	with	lasting	memories	of	Malaysias	diverse	and	welcoming	culture.	

What	is	the	culture	of	malaysian.	What	is	the	culture	and	tradition	of	malaysia.	What	culture	does	malaysia	have.	Culture	of	malay.	What	is	the	history	and	culture	of	malaysia.	What	is	the	main	culture	of
malaysia.
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