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Nadia	has	a	secret	that	forces	her	to	leave	for	her	aunt's	place	in	Magoebaskloof.	There,	she	meets	Poenk,	also	known	as	Bos-Poenk	or	Geheimsinnige	Poenk.	Poenk	teaches	Nadia	how	to	smell	fungi	and	introduces	her	to	various	shades	of	green,	including	ritselgroen	(rustling	green),	bangmaakgroen	(terrifying	green),	fluistergroen	(whispering
green),	kieliegroen	(shimmering	green),	and	flikkergroen	(glittering	green).	Poenk	is	a	mysterious	figure	who	becomes	Nadia's	confidant,	sharing	poems	and	stories	with	her.	However,	Poenk	also	has	a	secret	of	his	own.	The	book	"Betower"	was	a	runner-up	in	the	2011	LAPA	Young	Novel	Competition.	The	judges	praised	the	author,	Fanie	Viljoen,	for
skillfully	blending	fantasy	and	realism	to	create	a	modern,	lyrical	fairy	tale	that	tackles	tough	realities	faced	by	teenagers	with	a	refreshing	approach.	The	story	is	about	mistakes	and	forgiveness,	particularly	self-forgiveness.	The	book	offers	readers	an	escape	through	its	vivid	language,	engaging	storyline,	and	unusual	characters.	It	includes	pre-	and
post-reading	activities,	questions,	and	answers,	as	well	as	a	complete	glossary	of	words	used	in	the	novel.	Note:	I've	tried	to	preserve	the	original	text's	tone	and	style	while	rephrasing	it	in	clearer	English.


